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While Alwan Ali Hassan is the current MD of 
the Bank of Agriculture, most of you might 
remember him as one the victims of the 

Abuja-Kaduna train attack where he and 64 other pas-
sengers, including an 80-year-old woman, were held 
hostage in the forest for days on end. In today’s inter-
view,  he gives us a glimpse into the horrific nine days 
he spent with the kidnappers. It really is a must-read.

You know? It’s such a shame, but truth be told, 
rising insecurity in the country has become the order 
of the day. No day passes without reports of kidnap-
ping, banditry, robbery, murder and wanton killings. 
And don’t go thinking it’s seemingly worse in some 
areas. I tell you for a fact that no part of the country 
is exempt. The only thing is that the nature of the 
violence and insecurity differs somewhat from place 
to place.

And what’s even sadder is that it’s almost always 
expected. Not wanting to experience it has become 
a prayer point. Even more worrying is that, despite 
huge resources being injected into the defence 
sector, the government seems unable to curb this 
menace. I believe some key factors contribute to 
this situation, and until they are tackled, things 
will only worsen. It’s a trickling effect, really—lack 
of education and unemployment. Correct me if I 
am wrong, but unemployment eventually leads to 
extreme poverty, further instigating crime and giving 
rise to insecurity. Now, owing to the high level of un-
employment and poverty lately, it is no wonder you 
find some idle youths who are adversely attracted 
to committing violent crimes such as kidnapping, 
robbery, child abduction, and others in an attempt 
to make ends meet. Right now, it seems a hopeless 
situation because the Nigerian government, at vari-
ous levels, appear to be struggling when it comes 
to confronting the problem. Also, the response of its 
various security agencies has been largely poor and 
ineffective. Regardless of the situation today, I firmly 
believe that as the economy eventually improves, so 
will security. But for now, maybe we should all learn 
to take personal responsibility for securing our lives, 
households, and assets and always factor safety 
and security into our plans. My prayer is that as the 
country says goodbye to this administration and 
gets ready to welcome the next, we will also witness 
a marked departure in terms of the state national 
security in Nigeria.

Love,

Konye

An end to insecurity?

Alwan Ali Hassan is a 
prominent figure in the 
Nigerian banking sector 
who currently serves as the 
Managing Director of the 
Bank of Agriculture. 
Under his leadership, the 
BOA has become one of 
Africa’s most capitalized 
agricultural development 
banks, providing affordable 
financing to small-scale 
farmers and agribusinesses 
across the country.
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Ten Things This Week

Rukayat – a former Senate 
President of Congress of NOUN 
Students (CONS) – will represent 

the Owode/Onire constituency, Asa 
local government of Kwara State. In the 
result announced by the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (INEC) 
Returning Officer, Professor Hakeem 
Ijaya, the lady who contested on 
the platform of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) scored 7,521 votes 
to beat her Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) rival who polled 6,957 votes in 
Saturday’s exercise.

Peter Obi, the Presidential candidate for the 
Labour Party, has filed a petition to the presi-
dential elections tribunal in Abuja. 

He had earlier insisted that he won the election 
and would explore all legal and peaceful options to 
prove that and ‘’reclaim the mandate of the people’’.

Award-winning Nigerian director and producer Kunle 
Afolayan has confirmed that the highly anticipated 
“Anikulapo” series is officially in the works. A teaser 

video was recently posted on his Instagram page, con-
firming the news. He captioned the post, “It is official that 
Anikulapo series is happening.” Anikulapo” is a gripping 
tale that tells the story of Saro, a man who leaves his 
hometown in search of a better life, only to find himself 
embroiled in a dangerous love affair with the king’s wife. 
As events spiral out of control, Saro meets his untimely 
death and is brought back to life by Akala, a mystical bird 
with the power to give and take life. The series boasts an 
impressive cast, including Kunle Remi, Bimbo Ademoye, 
Sola Sobowale, Taiwo Hassan, and Hakeem Kae-Kazim.

Nigerian singer Rema has achieved another milestone in his 
career after his hit song ‘Calm Down’ featuring Selena Gomez 
charted at Number 8 in Billboard’s Hot 100 this week. The song 

has steadily climbed from 109 on Billboard’s 200. This is a new height 
for the Nigerian music industry as this is the first ever Nigerian song to 
chart at the Top 10 in Billboard Hot 100’s history. The song also keeps 
making waves on other platforms, most notably Youtube, where it has 
gathered over 400M views.

Wizkid formerly held the record for the highest-charting Nigerian song 
on the Billboard Hot 100 after his smash tune ‘Essence,’ which featured 
Tems and Canadian pop star Justin Bieber, peaked at No. 9 on the 
chart.

This week, Africa’s leading philanthropist 
and entrepreneur, Tony Elumelu, 
celebrated his 60th birthday with a 

symposium signposting his achievements, 
especially in entrepreneurship.

The Symposium titled “60 For 60” brought 
together 60 beneficiaries of the goods deeds 
of the Tony Elumelu Foundation (TEF), the 
frontrunner philanthropy empowering a 
new generation of economic changemakers across the continent. The 
Entrepreneurs shared inspiring stories of the change the foundation 
brought to them, mainly through seed capital, mentoring and 
networking.

Also, leaders across the globe and some alumni of the Tony Elumelu 
Foundation congratulated him on his 60th birthday. Among those who 
wished him well include Tony Blair, former UK Prime Minister; Bill and 
Hillary Clinton, former President and Secretary of State in the US; 
Muhammadu Buhari, President of Nigeria; Emmanuel Macron, President 
of France; Paul Kagame of Rwanda; Nana Akufo-Addo of Ghana, Aliko 
Dangote, Ngozi Okonjo Iweala etc.

The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) has increased 
the official interest rate by 50 basis points in a 

consistent tightening policy measure to tame infla-
tion in Nigeria.

With the new increase in the monetary policy rate, 
the CBN has capped the official interest rate at 18 
per cent from 17.5 per cent in January 2023.
The CBN said the aim was to keep the inflation rate 
under control, citing the gains of the previous high 
rate as the reason for its new action.

EKITI STATE LEADS IN FEMALE 
EMPOWERMENT THROUGH INCLUSION 
IN GOVERNMENT.

ANIKULAPO SERIES IN THE 
WORKS

REMA BREAKS WIZKID’S RECORD 
ON BILLBOARD HOT 100

JEREMY SCOTT 
LEAVING MOSCHINO 

TONY ELUMELU 
MARKS 60TH 
BIRTHDAY WITH “60 
FOR 60” SYMPOSIUM.

CBN RAISES INTEREST 
RATES 

FUNKE AKINDELE 
DELETES ALL CAMPAIGN 
POSTS FROM HER 
INSTAGRAM PAGE

Jeremy Scott is leaving his post as the 
creative director of Moschino, the 
brand’s parent company said in a state-

ment. The news was shared on the fashion 
house’s Instagram page on Monday by Mas-
simo Ferretti, the executive chairman of Aeffe, 
Moschino’s parent company.

I am fortunate to have had the opportunity 
of working with the creative force that is Jer-
emy Scott. I would like to thank him for his 10 
years of commitment to Franco Moschino’s 
legacy house and for ushering in a distinct 
and joyful vision that will forever be a part of 
Moschino history,” the statement read.

26-YEAR-OLD 
RUKAYAT SHITTU 
HAS WON A KWARA 
STATE HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY SEAT.

Funke Akindele this week deleted all posts 
that reflected her political interest. Existing 
content on her page reflects her popular 

movie character Jenifa, the actress, not a 
politician. Funke and PDP governorship candidate Adediran Olajide lost the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) election to Babjide Sanwo-Olu. Speaking on the 
recent past election on her Instagram page on Monday, she wrote, “It has been 
an amazing and insightful experience on my journey to the ballot, and I must say, 
it was an absolute learning curve for me. A lot of things have been learned and 
unlearned. I sincerely do not regret taking this huge step of running for office. 
I, therefore, want to thank the people of Lagos state for believing in me and 
supporting my decision to run for office. I saw every message of support online 
and offline; I heard of all the places where people supported me and challenged 
those who tried to discredit me. I remember every warm welcome during our 
campaign tour and the faith you all showed in me. The elections might not have 
panned out in the way we hoped, but it was an honourable run for us. We fought 
a good fight indeed, as a matter of fact.
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Ekiti State now holds the record of electing the highest number of female 
legislators of any State Legislature in Nigeria, with a contingent of six 
female legislators out of the 25 elected legislators in Ekiti.

The six elected female members of the Assembly are Bose Olowookere 
(APC-Efon), Iyabo Fakunle-Okiemeh (APC-Ilejemeje) and Mariam Ogunlade 
(APC-Emure). Others are Bolaji Olagbaju (APC-Ado II), Teju Okuyiga (APC-
Gbonyin), and Abimbola Solanke (APC-Moba).

It is also worthy of mention that the state currently boasts a female Deputy 
Governor, the first female Speaker of the House of Assembly, a pioneer female 
President of the Customary Court of Appeal and a female Secretary to the 
State Government.

Ms Ozioma Chukwudi has been crowned 
Miss New Jersey 2023. The Nigerian 
from Mmaku in Awgu LGA of Enugu 

State beat several other contestants to the 
coveted crown, putting her in pole position to 
contest the Miss USA crown later this year. 
An international banker with JP Morgan, Ms 
Chukwudi has been a trailblazer since her 
secondary education at Louisville Girls College 
Ijebu Itele, graduating in 2014 as the year 
valedictorian of her set. Ms Chukwudi spent a 
one-semester session at the University of Lagos, 
leaving behind a 5.0 GPA before relocating to 
Berea College, Kentucky, USA, to continue her 
academics.

DERBY OZIOMA 
CHUKWUDI IS MISS NEW 
JERSEY 2023

JIMI MOHAMMED 

PETER OBI FILES PETITION 
CHALLENGING TINUBU’S 
VICTORY
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Nkwo as a brand is a physical representation of the “reduce, 
reuse, recycle” movement more popularly known in the 
fashion industry as the ‘’’sustainability’ movement’’.

Founded by the Nigerian fashion 
designer Nkwo Onwuka, Nkwo, 
the artisanal eponymous brand is 
at the forefront of the sustainability 
movement in the fashion industry. 
Aware of the fashion industry’s 
great impact on the ecological 
balance, the brand holds sustain-
ability as one of its core values, 
attempting to reduce its fashion 
footprint by regulating its toll on 
natural resources. And looking at 
their collection showcased at the 
just concluded Arise Fashion Week 
and Jazz Festival; one can see the 
exceptional job it has done in this 
direction. At this point, it is safe to 
say the showcase gave a whole 
new context to the word “accul-
turation - the adoption of different 
cultural traits.

The collection was created, 
styled, and accessorised expertly 
with fabrics and materials such as 
Denim, Cotton, and Raffia. Seam-
lessly interwoven, each piece was 
a healthy blend of personal and 
borrowed cultural traits—even 
materials easily traceable to certain 
cultures, like the traditional Chi-
nese wooden clogs and Japanese 
chopsticks.

A particularly unique feature of 
the collection is the use of denim.

Denim, a cotton twill cloth made 
of wool and silk, is a fabric that 
originated in France. More popu-
larly used by apparel companies 
in the United States of America, 
Japan, and Bangladesh, its most 
common use is Jeans production. 
The application of denim in the la-
bel’s collection was a work of true 
mastery. The recycled fabrics were 
designed, sewn, and styled into 
fashionable outfits. Contemporary, 
but still in the context of culture. 
The remainder of the fabrics and 
materials used in the collection 

were equally very giving. From the 
Chinese clogs to the hairpins and 
facial paintings. It was an excep-
tional showcase. 

Now to speak on the founder’s 
involvement with the ‘Culture 
Shapes Fashion’ notion. Nkwo 
Onwuka is definitely on the train 
of change and evolution, but 
wisely, she has carried her cultural 
compass with her, taking up the 
skills of an explorer. Going out to 
navigate and collect knowledge 
from lands of foreign cultures and 
ethics. But instead of letting them 
confuse her sense of identity, she 
uses them as tools to enhance her 
wit and skill. She can be said to 
possess the characteristics of a 
sponge, a techno-cultural sponge. 
Taking in what is good and benefi-
cial to herself and her cause, keep-
ing out things that are un-useful 
and contradictory to her values. 

Nkwo, as a label, takes its stand 
with the ‘Culture Shapes Fashion’ 
notion.

Overall, her ability to carve out 
and maintain a niche for herself in 
the industry, despite a world full 
of diversity and differences, is a 
cause for acknowledgement.

NKWO: A TECHNO-
CULTURAL SPONGE. 

She can be said to possess 
the characteristics of a 
sponge, a techno-cultural 
sponge. Taking in what 
is good and beneficial 
to herself and her cause, 
keeping out things 
that are un-useful and 
contradictory to her values. 

By Kejuo Lekan

O P I N I O N : 
MODERN PARENTING NEEDS 

NO DADS ????

A well-known 
international journalist 
and author, Ms. Sesay, 
who had her baby only 

a few weeks ago, has 
been candid about her 
pregnancy journey and 
how she decided to have 

a baby on her own

For women in Nigeria, the decision to have children is often tied to the institution of marriage. But what 
about those who don’t find a partner in time or who struggle with infertility? While societal norms may 

suggest that these women have missed their chance at motherhood, the truth is far more complex. In fact, 
advances in medical technology have made it possible for women to have children on their own terms - 

and for some, that means embracing single motherhood as a powerful and fulfilling option.

As the old saying 
goes, “First comes 
love, then comes 
marriage, then comes 
the baby in the baby 
carriage.” But what 
if that order doesn’t 
quite work out? In 
Nigeria, women 
who reach a certain 
age without getting 
married and having 
children often face 
societal pressure and 
stigma. “Na, when 
you go marry?” is a 
common question for 
women – and men 
- approaching their 
early 30s; it’s also the 
major prayer point for 
parents and pastors 
wanting to see their 
wards fulfilled. Today, 
a growing number 
of people, especially 
those born in the 90s 
and 2000s, do not 
want to get mar-
ried. Some say they 
do not mind having 
children at some 
point in their lives but do not see themselves 
“settling down” in the traditional sense of the 
word. This mindset flies directly in the face of 
convention and is one thing that religion and 
culture both agree on – if you want kids, first 
get married. 

Tradition and religion notwithstanding, a 
number of factors have contributed to broad-
ening people’s choices in the 21st Century. 
Thanks to globalization and technological 
advances, there are now more options than 
ever for women who want to become moth-
ers, even if they’re not in a traditional rela-
tionship or unable to conceive. Also, celebri-
ties and public figures like Seyi Shay, Linda 
Ikeji, and Isha Sesay have opted for moth-
erhood on their own terms. Their boldness 
may help make the idea more acceptable in 
Nigeria. Even though celebrity lives are often far different from everyday 
people, there is an ongoing conversation about how much control the 
family or religion should exert on a woman’s body. 

Many people still believe that a woman’s primary role is to be a wife 
and mother, that it is morally wrong for a single woman to get preg-
nant and have a child, and ethically questionable to use technology 
to conceive children instead of “waiting for God’s time.” This makes it 
difficult for women to pursue alternatives beyond generally accepted 
norms, and many choose to remain childless rather than face judgment 
from their communities. There is still a long way to go in breaking down 
these barriers and creating a society where women can make their own 
choices without fear.

Single and Searching – 
for a Baby

“I am 46, single and 
pregnant!” This was 
the title of Isha Sesay’s 
compelling October 
2022 essay published on 
Today.com. A well-known 
international journalist 
and author, Ms. Sesay, 
who had her baby only 
a few weeks ago, has 
been candid about her 
pregnancy journey and 
how she decided to have 
a baby on her own. ‘If 
you’d told the 16-year-old 
me that at 46, I’d be di-
vorced, single and having 
a baby on my own — by 
choice! —,’ she writes, 
‘I’d have shuddered and 
firmly said “no!”’ She 
then describes how she 
came to her decision and 
alluded to a critical point, 
“…it hit me: Not having a 
child would be the great-
est regret of my life.” 

Ms. Sesay’s story 
echoes that of many 
women the world over, 

and this was evident in the support she re-
ceived from thousands who followed her 
journey, admired her strength, and called her 
brave. Similar stories from other public figures 
have been featured in the media. Their open-
ness about their decision to become moms 
may help break down some antiquated reason-
ing around single motherhood in Nigeria. 

But is the idea of single motherhood becom-
ing more acceptable in Nigeria? By sharing 
their journeys and showing that having a family 
without a partner is possible, is this a social 
evolution that becomes fully acceptable in 
another 10 years? Despite the advancements 
in reproductive technology and the increasing 
number of single women who want to have 
children on their own, some still hold conserva-
tive views about marriage and parenting. These 

individuals believe that children should only be born within the confines 
of traditional marriage and that single women who seek to have children 
using technology are going against the natural order of things. 

The desire to have children is a deeply human one, and many women 
want this fulfilment on their own terms. As more women embrace the 
“single option” and become successful parents, conservative views 
may begin to shift. Also, as society becomes more accepting of non-
traditional family structures and more single women become vocal 
about their experiences, attitudes towards parenting and marriage will 
likely continue to evolve. Ultimately, what matters most is that children 
are raised in loving, supportive environments, regardless of the family 
structure in which they exist.

By Yomi Owope

ISHA SESAY
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The issue of 
recapitalisation and 

restructuring of the 
bank has been a major 

source of happiness 
for me. Fortunately, 

the shareholders have 
agreed to recapitalise 

and restructure the 
bank, which has been 

a positive development 
during my tenure

ALWAN ALI HASSAN
Powering Modern Agriculture

Alwan Ali Hassan is a prominent figure in the Nigerian banking sector who currently serves as 
the Managing Director of the Bank of Agriculture. 

Under his leadership, the BOA has become one of Africa’s most capitalized agricultural develop-
ment banks, providing affordable financing to small-scale farmers and agribusinesses across the 
country.

Furthermore, he has been at the forefront of the bank’s loan recovery drive, developing a robust 
loan recovery framework that has helped it recover a significant portion of its outstanding loans. 
This effort has also been complemented by Hassan’s focus on strengthening customer relation-
ships and providing tailor-made solutions to meet the unique needs of its customers.

However, Alwan Ali Hassan’s tenure at the Bank of Agriculture has not been without its chal-
lenges. In March 2022, he was abducted by gunmen while on a train from Abuja to Kaduna. He 
and 64 other people were held captive, but he was released nine days later with a paid ransom of 
N100 million. The incident was a stark reminder of Nigeria’s security challenges, highlighting the 
need for the government to do more to protect its citizens. It’s been a year since the unfortunate 
incident, but the memories remain fresh. In this interview with Safina Mohammed, he reflects on 
the kidnapping incident and his successes in his current role as MD Bank of Agriculture.

Tell me a bit about yourself, Mr Alwan. 
As you already know, my name is Alhaji Alwan Ali Hassan. I come 

from a large family of 20 siblings. We were ten boys and ten girls, 
and I am the 17th child, quite down the ladder. Though I don’t have 
a younger brother, I have three younger sisters. My parents and 
senior brothers gave me a good upbringing and education. I had 
the privilege of attending Government College Kano, now known 
as Rumfa College. Later, I went to Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, a 
prestigious institution where I obtained my bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees. My career in banking began when I joined the Central 
Bank of Nigeria after working with the Kano State Government. I am 
married and have eight children, four boys and four girls. Three of my 
children are married, and I have two granddaughters. The first four 
children are all graduates and pursuing their careers, while the four 
young ones are also pursuing their dreams, they are in Universities, 
and the last child is in secondary school.

How long were you in the banking sector before your current 
appointment? 

I began my banking career in 1990, spending considerable time at 
the Central Bank of Nigeria. After that, I transitioned into commercial 
banking before retiring early in 2011 to pursue my own personal 
business ventures. Then I was given this appointment in 2020 by Mr 
President. 

Would you say your experience as a banker prepared you 
sufficiently for your current role as MD Bank of Agriculture? 

Yes, of course. During my career in the commercial banking sector, 
my last role was that of an Executive Director in Bank PHB appointed 
by the CBN when they took over nine banks in 2009. I remained 
in that position for two years, during which time we were able to 
rebrand it into Keystone Bank successfully.

Let’s talk about your work. What areas have been most fulfilling 
for you?

The issue of recapitalisation and restructuring of the bank has been 
a major source of happiness for me. Fortunately, the shareholders 
have agreed to recapitalise and restructure the bank, which has 
been a positive development during my tenure. This decision will 
significantly benefit the bank, its customers, and its shareholders. 
Recapitalisation will provide the bank with much-needed funds 
to enhance its operations, expand its business, and improve its 
services. Additionally, the restructuring will help the bank streamline 
its processes, reduce inefficiencies, and increase profitability. As a 
result of this decision, the bank will be better positioned to compete 
in the market and meet the evolving needs of its customers. 
Furthermore, the shareholders can look forward to increased value 
and investment returns.

I am pleased with the outcome of this decision and confident that it 
will lead to a brighter future for the bank.

Could you speak to the challenges the Bank of Agriculture 
faced in the past with bad debts and how you have been able 
to balance loan recovery efforts with running the establishment 
since taking on your role? 

As I mentioned earlier to you, recovery is one of my priorities. We 
set up a task force committee at the Head Office, and they were able 

to collaborate with the Zonal Offices and some key branches for the 
recovery exercise. 

Some of these loans were given about 20 or 30 years before the 
BVN, so their recovery was difficult. Without the BVN, people can 
move around, and you cannot trace them. What I did was to get ten 
machines, BVN machines from Nigeria Interbank, and then we now 
went and enrolled BVN for all our customers. Once we did that, we 
were now able to track the loan defaulters. We’ll tell them to either 
pay, or we’ll report them to the police or CBN for sanction. They 
would come and pay. So gradually, recovery improved because of 
that BVN that we did for our customers. And then, we also realised 
some had lost their business due to insecurity, flooding, and drought. 
Those we have just put them into what you call classified assets. A 
committee was set up for business outlets realignments. The bank 
has one hundred and forty locations. When I say locations, they 
comprise branches, cash centres, recovery centres, and BOARBI 
centres. We decided to close the recovery centres because one 
person cannot do recovery, and we also closed the BOARBI centre 
because it is just selling one product.

So we can’t just be selling one product in one location. Let it sell 
in. The bank shareholders approved in August 2020 that we should 
come down from 140 to 110 branches nationwide. And relate there 
should be three branches in every state, one in every senatorial 
district, and two in Abuja. That makes it 110. We have started 
merging the locations by closing the recovery centres and BOARBI 
centres. We were renting those premises, so when the rent expires, 
we opt out. So far, we are now down to 120. We have about ten 
more to go. We also have carried out a staff audit exercise. It was 
supposed to show us the staff we have in terms of manpower. Do 
we have the required manpower in terms of skills? Do we have the 
manpower in terms of status and age, in terms of stagnation on one 
grade in terms of promotion, and so many things? We have done 
that in; it has brought us so much information, which we have also 
presented to the shareholders for approval.

Are you still able to give out loans?
Yes. Since I reported in May 2020, we have done close to 2 billion 

loans, and we hope to do more soon.
We are focusing on Women and Youth this year. We have done 

five town hall meetings with the women in the 
northwest, northeast, southeast, southwest, 
and south-south. The last one is coming up on 
11/2/2023 at Keffi for the north-central zone.

Where do you see the Bank of Agriculture at 
the end of your tenure, and what do you want 
to be remembered for? 

I will love to see the bank fully recapitalised and 
fully restructured and impacting the lives of the 
small farmers and also being able to finance the 
entire Agric Value Chain activities. I want the bank 
to be a foremost development financial institution 
in Agric sector financing. I leave it to fate and life 
to remember me. I am putting in my best, and I 
hope my best is what is needed. 

Is it okay to speak about a recent highly 
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distressing and traumatising event you recently experienced as 
one of the victims of the Kaduna Train attack? Could you provide 
a detailed account of the events that transpired on that particular 
day?

I Can’t believe it’s been a year since the incident happened. We 
are already in March 2023; it happened in March 2022. It was a 
normal day, I went to Abuja from Kaduna for a meeting at 11 am on 
28/3/2022, and after the meeting, we had lunch. For that, I couldn’t 
make the 2 o’clock train. I decided to take the 6 o’clock train to 
Kaduna.

Some few minutes before our arrival in Kaduna, we heard a loud 
bang at the back of the train, and then the train behaved as if it was 
going to skid or tumble. We heard a loud bang at the front, and the 
brakes were applied. As the train came to a halt, we heard sporadic 
shooting from outside. So we knew we were attacked, and then the 
train was switched off, and the lights went off, and all of us were 
looking for where to hide.

What happened next?
We got under the chairs and took cover because 

there was so much shooting. People were running 
up and down from the business class to the 
economy, from the economy to the business class. 
Everyone was looking for cover. Then, after about 
thirty minutes, we heard people shouting, “come 
down, comedown.” Some of The kidnappers were 
able to enter the train and were picking us one by 
one. It was not selective; it was just those who they 
could see their faces and showed signs of being 
awake.

After the shooting, I got tired of squatting and 
hiding under the chair, so l came out from under 
the chair and sat down on the chair. They came 
and said, “you with the white, come.” I followed 
them. Before we went out of the train, they 
instructed me to empty my pockets. I emptied my 
pockets and gave them all I had except for my 
telephone that was in my trouser pocket, so I didn’t 
give them the phone.

We came down from the train, and there were 
one or two beatings on my back to hurry up. We 

entered the forest. When we entered the forest, the guy behind me 
with the gun told me to sit down on the ground. There were some 
people in the forest already sitting down on the floor. They said we 
should just stay there and they would tell us what to do. They kept on 
bringing more and more people. You could see their torch lights, and 
on their phones, you could see some little bit of light.

One of them came and said if we catch anyone with a telephone, 
he is in trouble. It was then I realised my phone was in my trouser 
pocket. I brought it out, and I threw it, I flung it. As I was flinging 
that phone, I didn’t know one of them was watching, so he went 
and picked it up and quietly put it in his pocket. They tied our hands 
behind us and instructed us to start walking. We walked for a long 
time. It was a very long walk; it was dark. We hit our legs on little tree 
plants. I fell down so many times.

After a long walk, we got tired, and they noticed, so they brought 
motorcycles to carry us. The person that actually drove me was very, 
very rude. Right from the time he took me to the time he dropped 
me, it was all full of abuses, and that’s when I realised that there are 
some other connotations and not just normal banditry. He said that 
we are not following the Islamic teachings; instead, we are practising 
something called democracy, being ruled by a constitution instead 
of the book of God. I had to continue giving answers to make sure 
he didn’t harm me, and then even at night, this guy was going about 
60 kilometres on a motorcycle. I had to come close to him so I didn’t 
fall. I could see the speedometer, and then he would switch off and 
switch on the light just because they were scared of aircraft. But up to 
the time we found where to sleep for the night, there was no aircraft 
looking for us. 

In so many stories, they said we were put into a bus. There was no 
bus. No bus took us. We came there, and all of us sat down on the 
floor, and because it was dark, you couldn’t see the next person to 
you, and when they put on the torchlight, they said we are going to 
sleep there—bare ground.

Of course, we were tired and not only tired, but there was so much 
fear in us, but somehow, some of us managed to sleep. By morning, 
they woke us up, and they started profiling us. “What is your name? 
What do you do?” By the time they came to me, they had two of my 
ID cards, and those ID cards were inside my office bag. I knew my 
bag had been stolen.

One of my ID cards was for the Central Bank of Nigeria (Pensioner 
Card), and the other was my ID card for the Bank of Agriculture. 
They said, “What is your job at BOA?” I said, “I am the MD.” They 
said, “That is the boss?” I said, “No, it is MD of the bank.” They said, 
“Okay, fine,” and then went to the next person.

After profiling, they took us to another place across a dried stream. 
We sat down, and they brought garri and groundnut and asked us to 
eat. I had not eaten that for a long time and was not hungry either. I 
just put my hand inside to make it wet, so I do not get punished. 

Could you provide more information about the mood at the 
kidnappers’ den and the number of captives who were there? 
I can only imagine that having to sleep with guns to your head 
must have been a horrific experience.

If you want to ease yourself, you have to seek permission then one 
of the kidnappers will follow you with a gun. You will go and ease 
yourself and come back. This was done for both the men and the 
women. There was no exception. It was scary because somebody 
could make a mistake and pull the trigger, so we were quite scared.

There was no molestation because right from the first day, they told 
us they were not bandits. They will not molest any woman, and they 
will not maltreat any child. Even we men, if we cooperate, there will 
be no maltreatment. Up to the time I left and even those who came 
out after I left, they said no woman was maltreated.

Did they at any time try to communicate with any of you?
At their time, they told us that it was not us they were targeting. 

Two days prior, there was an APC convention. They thought that 
most of the politicians were coming back a day after. They were after 
them. Unfortunately, most of us were just on our normal day-to-day 
business. They said they have some grudges against the government 
of Nigeria. They have arrested their people and locked them up for 
many months, some years. They want them to be released, and they 
are looking for how to get across to the government to tell them this.

Can you provide some information about the bandits? It has 
been said that they are primarily composed of young boys. 

They were quite young, but they had their leaders. Some of their 
leaders were also relatively young or middle-aged in their early forties. 
The motive behind their actions is not far from the fact that they are 

We got under the 
chairs and took cover 
because there was 
so much shooting. 
People were running 
up and down from 
the business class 
to the economy, 
from the economy 
to the business class. 
Everyone was looking 
for cover. Then, after 
about thirty minutes, 
we heard people 
shouting, “come down, 
comedown.” 

offshoots of Boko Haram, and their people had been arrested. They 
believe they want to have a swap between us, who were kidnapped, 
and their relations, who were taken by the military during the exercise.

There are conflicting reports regarding your release from 
captivity. The bandits claimed in a video prior to your release that 
you were being released due to your age and the observance 
of Ramadan. However, another report stated that you were 
released after paying a ransom of 100 million naira. Which is 
correct?

I think both stories are true because they wanted somebody to 
come and talk to the government and tell people that there were still 
sixty-something people in their captive. Yes, a ransom was also paid. 

The two stories are okay because I wasn’t shaven for 7 or 8 days, 
my white beard came out, and I looked very old. I am a young, old 
man, but at least they pitied me because of that, and it was also 
during Ramadan (fasting period).

At what point did your release come up?
They called us individually and asked us to call a dear one to tell 

them this was where we were. I told them that I did not have any 
number that I could remember, all the numbers are on my phone, 
and my phone had fallen down. One of them said, “Your phone did 
not fall down. You threw it on the ground, and I picked it. Is this not 
your phone?” I said yes. They said, “Get the number you want to 
call.” I picked the number up, my executive assistant Yusuf Tafida. I 
said, “Mallam Yusuf,” he said, “Yes?” I continued, “It’s Alhaji Alwan 
Ali Hassan. I’m fine but in a forest and do not know where we are.” 
They cut in and said, “Mallam Yusuf, we’ll call you back,” and they 
switched off the phone.” After we finished making the phone calls 
that Wednesday, they said we should move to a huge mango tree to 
sit. We went there and sat down, and then their Leader came. He was 
from the northeastern part of Nigeria (Borno State). He told us that 
we should get across to our government to tell them we’re here and 
they will not release us until their people are released. Wow! That’s 
when I knew that we were in for it. How do we tell our government? 
Eventually, they said I was going to bring 500 million. I said I do not 
have that 200 million; I said honestly, I do not have it. Your people 
will pay, they said. I told them my people could not pay as I was the 
breadwinner. How can they pay? One of them said look, we are tired 
of arguing with you; you are paying 100 million. They kept on telling 
us that they were talking to our people. By Tuesday, eight days after 
we were kidnapped, they came in the evening and told me that I 
was going home tomorrow and that my people had cooperated with 
them. I didn’t know what that meant, so I said thank you, and they 
gave me a sachet of  Klin soap detergent and said I should go and 
wash myself and wash my cloth, which I did. At night, their Leader, 
the Sheikh, Leader came and called me to one side, and preached 
to me and said, “When you go, we want you to go and tell the 
government to release our people. He said we will know whether you 
have done it or not, as we have people outside. Tell them they should 
do what we want them to do.”

The next day, Wednesday, April 6th, they brought bikes and took 
me out. We were on that bike for about three hours. I knew we were 
very far from Kaduna, which could be Niger state because I saw this 
high-tension national grid, so I knew we were not far from Shororo or 
somewhere. That’s as far as we went. So I was brought into Kaduna 
state, somewhere not far from Gwagwada. My nephew and my EA 
picked me out.

How did you feel leaving there unharmed?
It is quite an experience that I wouldn’t like anybody to experience. 

But it has strengthened me because I realised I could live for nine 
days in a bush without food. Also, I can survive with just one set of 
clothes on my body. All I need is just water. Perhaps the biggest thing 
that I need is the faith that whatever happens is ordained by God.

Can you provide an update on your current state of health, both 
physically and mentally? Have you fully recovered?

I’m fine, and as I said, I have put this thing behind me, but I’ve not 
forgotten it. I am now more alert to my situation, which has made 
me realise that whatever God ordained will happen to me. I cannot 
escape it.

Because I am somebody who tells people to be careful of using the 
night train, and I found myself on the night train. Mentally, I am okay. 
I’ve gone to the hospital and done all the checkups; health-wise, I am 
okay.

I kept saying to people that my luck was that I was prayerful 

throughout the duration and very calm; I didn’t allow myself to get 
distracted. I knew the condition that I found myself in. It’s not by 
force; it’s not by anything that I will get out. Only God can bring me 
out, and God did that. 

So mentally, I am fine. 

Did you have any apprehension about going back to work in 
Kaduna?

I am back to work. Immediately after I was released, I was taken to 
Kaduna, so I didn’t go to my home state Kano or Abuja. I was taken 
to Kaduna. It’s from Kaduna that I came to Kano, and I took off for 
Lesser Hajj in Saudi Arabia. Thank God for my release. I am back to 
work fully.

Would you travel by train in Nigeria again? 
Yes, the train services resumed on December 5th, 2022, and on 

December 6th, I took the train from Abuja to Kaduna. I have used the 
train three times since it resumed, as it is a very convenient way of 
travelling. Regarding the accident, I was there, and it was just that - 
an accident. It could have happened to anyone. However, I still use 
the train and hope such an incident will not occur again. That is my 
prayer.

What is your life like outside of work? Do 
you believe a healthy work-life balance is 
achievable?

It’s achievable if you don’t have a lot of side 
attractions. Once I close from work, I go home 
to unwind, and most of the time, I don’t go out 
again. I come down and put the TV in front of me, 
watch as many programs as possible, eat dinner, 
say my prayers and then go to bed. Sometimes I 
go to bed as early as 10 pm.

Any Hobbies?
I love travelling, and there are many places 

to visit, even within Africa. I started visiting 
countries way back in 1979 when I was in part 
3 of the university when I went to Cameron and 
Congo Kinshasa, and that’s when my travelling 
experience started. I’ve been to almost all the 
continents except Australia and Canada. So that’s 
my travelling experience. I also love to watch 
football and sometimes documentary series like 
National Geographic.

It is quite an experience 
that I wouldn’t like 

anybody to experience. 
But it has strengthened 
me because I realised I 
could live for nine days 
in a bush without food. 
Also, I can survive with 

just one set of clothes 
on my body. All I need 

is just water. Perhaps 
the biggest thing that 
I need is the faith that 
whatever happens is 

ordained by God
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By Oroma Jumbo

TYPES
Different types of waxes can be used to get rid of unwanted hair. These include 
soft wax, hard wax, fruit wax, sugar wax, chocolate wax and pre-made strips that 
can be applied at home. It’s best to do your research and figure out what type 
works best for your skin type and the area you plan to get waxed.

PROS
Affordable
Yes, it costs more than shaving at home, but it is much cheaper than electrolysis 
and laser hair removal.
Longer lasting results 
Waxing pulls hair out from the roots, leaving the waxed area hairless for at least 
3-4 weeks.
Thinner growth
Over time, frequent waxing thins out hair, making it grow back softer and less 
visible than before.
No more shaving cons
Say goodbye to razor cuts and shaving rash. The risk of getting ingrown hairs is 
less in comparison.
Improves skin texture
Waxing gives the skin a gentle exfoliation, leaving it smoother and brighter.

CONS
Waxing is not for the faint-hearted, especially if you have a low pain threshold. 
Your face, bikini and intimate areas are more susceptible to pain than other body 
parts.
Waxing may result in ingrown hairs if proper aftercare is not followed.

BEFORE YOUR SESSION
Waxing is not recommended for people on skin-thinning medications. These 
include isotretinoin, tretinoin, retinoic acid and some antibiotics. Speak to a 
professional first.

• The hair in the chosen area must be at least a quarter inch long for the wax to 
be effective. If it isn’t long enough, reschedule your appointment.

• If there is a lot of growth or if it has been more than six weeks since your last 
session, lightly trim the area first. Waxing longer hair can be more painful.

• Exfoliate at least 48 hours before your appointment.
• Take a shower at least 24 hours before your appointment. 
• Wear loose clothing to your appointment.
• If you’re getting a bikini wax, decide what style you want beforehand. 
• Brazilians are always in demand, but other types do exist.
• Your private parts will be displayed, and you will most likely end up on all 

fours. Be prepared.

AFTERCARE

• Hydrocortisone cream can help with any post-waxing irritation.
• Avoid sweating, sunlight and heat for at least 24 hours after your session.
• When in the shower, wash the area with lukewarm or cold water to prevent 

irritation.
• Wear loose clothing and avoid friction for at least 24-48 hours. This includes 

sexual activity.
• Exfoliation is your best friend as it helps to prevent ingrown hairs. Use a 

loofah, soft washcloth or a gentle store-bought scrub. You can start 2-3 days 
after your wax and aim to do this at least 2-3 times a week.

• Do not shave or pluck new growth in between sessions.
• If you work out often, try to shower immediately after sessions and not linger 

in sweaty clothes. This can lead to bacteria getting trapped in the skin, 
causing discomfort, irritation and ingrown hairs.

NEW TO WAXING? 
HERE’S WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
In ancient times, being hairless was considered a sign of cleanliness, 
purity and superiority. Thankfully things have changed, and nowadays, 
people choose to be primarily hairless for personal preference and 
aesthetical purposes. Shaving, depilatories, epilation, intense pulsed 
light, electrolysis, laser hair removal and prescription treatments are 
some hair removal methods that currently exist. However, waxing, an 
epilation technique, is one of the more popular ones and is a part of 
many monthly personal care routines.
Have you ever considered waxing but don’t know what to expect? 

WAX STRIPS SUGAR WAX

SOFT WAX

HARD WAX BEANS

CHOCOLATE WAX

5

Tea with Tay: Hosted by media personality and 
actor Taymesan Emmanuel, Tea with Tay is where you 
go if you’re looking for pure, undiluted entertainment. 
He discusses issues many of us can relate to using 
his own life experiences. It’s available on Spotify, 
Youtube, Boomplay and Apple Podcasts.

The Sample Axis Podcast: If you’re a music 
lover, this podcast is for you. It is hosted by 
Gboyega Adeoya and Nwaenie Nelson and is available 
on Spotify, Apple, Audiomack, Amazon, etc. They 
discuss old Nigerian songs and their influence on 
the music industry today. You get lots of nostalgia 
listening to this podcast.

The Honest Bunch: Hosted by Nedu, Chukwudi 
Ezugwu and Toun (Deity Cole), this podcast truly 
lives up to its name, discussing some of the most 
controversial issues in our society in sometimes the 
most brutally honest ways. They regularly bring in 
celebrity guests; you can listen on Youtube, Apple, 
etc.

I Said What I Said (ISWIS): On ISWIS, the hosts, 
Jola Ayeye and FK Abudu, are unapologetic about 
their opinions on varying controversial issues. It’s 
available on Youtube, Spotify, 
Apple, Soundcloud, etc.

Off Air with Gbemi and 
Toolz: As the name implies, 
this podcast is hosted by the 
most iconic duo in the history 
of podcasts- renowned media 
personalities; Gbemi and Toolz. 
From trending topics to real-
life issues, gossip, interviews 
and everything in between, 
this podcast comes highly 
recommended by us.

Me, Her & Everything Else: 
On this podcast, actress and 
media personality Stephanie 
Coker-Aderinokun is usually joined 
by guests as they discuss issues 
pertaining to women, lifestyle, 
relationships, etc. It’s available 
on Boomplay, Youtube, Apple, 
etc.

NIGERIAN PODCASTS 
YOU SHOULD BE 

LISTENING TO NOW

By Bukola Amoboye

Podcasts have been around for 
quite some time but blew up 
during the Covid era in 2020. 
Since then, we have witnessed a 
massive increase in the number 
of Podcasts worldwide, with a 
growing audience in Nigeria. 
Podcasts are not only a great source 
of free entertainment, but they 
cover a wide range of topics and 
genres; you’re sure to find one that 
resonates with you and can learn 
from. With this in mind, we’ve 
shortlisted six Nigerian Podcasts 
you can get started on.
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ELEVATE YOUR OUTFIT 
WITH JEWELRY AND 

ACCESSORIES

By Shola-Adido Oladotun

Have you ever had a moment where, after 
getting dressed, you stare into the mirror 

and can’t help but feel like something 
is missing? It’s almost like your chic 
ensemble desperately needs an extra 

sparkle in the form of a certain term called 
“accessories.” 

Beyond a gorgeous pair of denim patched 
trousers or a silk top, the extent to which 

you would be regarded as a fashionista 
depends on your use of accessories. 

So, whether it’s a baguette or diamond 
earrings, try to incorporate accessories 

into your style. 
Now, the journey to elevating your outfit 
with accessories isn’t easy, which is why 

we listed tips for you to get started. 

NEXT STOP, DIY! 
Making your jewellery is a creative and enjoyable 
way to add a unique touch to your outfit. Items like 
beads and wires can be used to construct necklaces, 
bracelets, and earrings. It’s not only a terrific method to 
save money, but it’s also a fun and rewarding activity.

NANCY ISIME AND POWEDE AWUJO TOKE MAKINWA VANESSAEKU EDEWORANGEL OBASI

AQUAZZURA

CHRISTIAN LOUBOUTIN EMERALD NECKLACE CARTIER WRISTWATCH MIZUKI EARRINGS MIZUKI EARRINGS GUCCI SILK SCARF LOEWE JACQUEMUS

SYDNEY EVAN RINGKHAITEGIGI BURRIS FEDORA HATDIAMOND EARRINGS

MIX AND MATCH 
Gone are the days when you had to limit 
yourself to a single type of jewellery or 
accessory. With the emergence of self-
expressive fashion trends, it’s all about 
mixing and matching different styles to 
create your distinct look. For example, 
mix a bohemian necklace with a classic 
blazer-workwear look to add playfulness 
to your look. 

PLAY WITH COLOURS
Colour is a powerful tool that 
instantly turns an outfit from 
“meh” to “Slayy”. You can use 
complementary colours or 
opposing colours to create a high-
impact appearance. Feel free to 
experiment with different colours 
and tones to achieve a daring and 
strong style.

A NEW SPIN 
When others zig, make sure you zag. 
This is in the context that you can give 
a creative twist to your wardrobe by 
using unusual things such as hairpins, 
brooches, and even belts. A belt, for 
example, can be worn as a necklace, 
and a brooch can be fastened to a scarf 
to create a one-of-a-kind outfit.

PAY ATTENTION TO 
THE DETAILS.
The details on accessories are 
what set an outfit apart. Pay 
attention to details such as a 
necklace’s clasp or the form of an 
earring. These minor elements may 
make a huge difference and take 
your outfit to the next level.

LAYER UP
Layering jewellery 

and accessories is an 
excellent method to add 
depth and dimension to 
your ensemble. Try not 

to be basic and layer 
necklaces, bracelets, 

rings, and even earrings 
to create a one-of-a-kind 
and diverse appearance. 

To get a harmonic 
combination, use different 

lengths and textures.
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Hang Artwork 
Adding artwork to your walls is an easy way to personalize 

your space and create a focal point. Choose pieces that 
reflect your personality and style, and consider a mix of 

large and small pieces for balance.

Change the Paint Colour
 A new coat of paint can instantly refresh the look of a 

room and give it a completely different feel. Go for a bold 
accent wall or a soft, muted hue to create a calming and 

inviting environment.

Upgrade the Lighting
Lighting can significantly impact the mood and 

atmosphere of a room. Swap out outdated light fixtures for 
modern ones, or add some dimmer switches to create a 

more relaxing ambience.

Add Some Greenery
 Plants add a touch of nature to your indoor environment 

and help purify the air. Add a few potted plants or a 
hanging garden to bring greenery to your space.

Upgrade the Hardware 
Updating your space’s hardware can significantly impact 

without breaking the bank. Replace old doorknobs, 
cabinet handles, and drawer pulls with modern and stylish 

options.

Replace the Window Treatments
New curtains or blinds can instantly update a room and 
add a touch of elegance. Consider using bold prints or 
textured fabrics to add visual interest to your windows.

Invest in New Furniture
Updating your furniture is another way to transform a 

space. Whether replacing your old sofa or adding a 
statement piece, new furniture can breathe new life into a 

room and add some personality.

Install Shelves 
Shelves are both practical and decorative, providing a 

space to display your favourite items while also creating 
additional storage. Add floating shelves to an empty wall 

or install built-in shelves for a seamless look.

Add Textiles 
Throw pillows, blankets, and area rugs can add texture, 

colour, and warmth to a room. Choose pieces that 
complement your existing décor and create a cosy and 

inviting atmosphere.

Change the Flooring 
You might want to change your flooring if you want a 

more dramatic transformation. Hardwood floors or new 
carpets can instantly update a room, giving it a completely 

different feel.

THESE INTERIOR 
UPGRADES CAN 

INSTANTLY UPGRADE 
YOUR SPACE.

These ten interior décor upgrades can 
truly transform a space and give it a fresh 
and updated look. Whether you’re looking 

for a small change or a more significant 
transformation, these ideas are sure to breathe 

new life into your living or working space.
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