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Last week, we talked about what 2024 
had in store for the Nigerian Cre-
ative industry -the expectations and 
the challenges. Today, we’re taking 
the conversation to a whole new 

level with an exclusive sit-down with Hannatu 
Musawa, the Minister of Art, Culture and the 
Creative Economy. Her vision is not just about 
enhancing creativity but also about weaving it 
into the economic and social fabric of our so-
ciety. It’s about creating opportunities, nurtur-
ing talent, and opening doors that before now 
seemed locked. For anyone involved in arts, 
music, literature, or any creative pursuit, this is 
one interview you definitely should read.

January has come and nearly gone. I am a 
wee bit curious. Are you crushing your New 
Year’s resolutions? In the odds-defying occa-
sion that you actually are, well done! You’re 
among the elite 58 per cent who keep them 
beyond January. But if you’re like most of us 
who struggle with the negative nature of goals 
( a spiral of procrastination and guilt), then 
maybe it’s time to consider a new approach to 
self-improvement. Remember when we talked 
about intentions? It’s never too late to give that 
a shot. 

For those of you who are simply just ex-
hausted with the pressures of a new year, you 
need to take it easy. We’ve all got our battles, 
but managing stress effectively can be the dif-
ference between thriving and merely surviving. 
If you’re looking for practical, tried-and-tested 
ways to handle stress, our article “Not Sure 
How to Manage Stress? These Eight Effective 
Techniques Will Help” is your go-to guide. I’ve 
personally tried a few of these tips, and believe 
me, they work wonders!

2024 is not just another year. This year, it’s 
all about winning and living your best life. 
Remember, no one gets to dim your sparkle. 
Wishing you all a week as beautiful as your 
ambitions.

Love,

Konye

On To The Next 

At a time when art, 
culture, and creativ-
ity have begun to 
shape the very soul 
of nations, Nigeria 
stands on the cusp 
of a groundbreaking 
transformation. Lead-
ing this exciting journey 
is Hannatu Musawa, a 
distinguished lawyer, 
acclaimed writer, and 
seasoned politician 
who now leads as the 
Federal Minister of Art, 
Culture and the Cre-
ative Economy. 
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OTUNBA FUNSHO OWOYEMI 70TH BIRTHDAY
Otunba Funsho Owoyemi held his 70th Birthday celebration with 
Thanksgiving  Service at the Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Ikate Su-
rulere and reception was held at the Queenspark Event Center in Vic-
toria Island, Lagos. The celebration had in attendance some person-
alities from all works of life who took time out to grace the ceremony.
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Otunba Funsho Owoyemi celebrated 
his 70th birthday with a Thanksgiving 
Service at Holy Trinity Anglican Church 

in Ikate Surulere. The reception took place at 
the Queenspark Event Center in Victoria Island, 
Lagos. The event was attended by prominent 
individuals from various fields who honored the 
occasion with their presence.

When Otunba 
Funsho Owoyemi 
turned 70

OTUNBA FUNSHO & RISIK OWOYEMI AT FLANKED BY THE CHILDRENOTUNBA FUNSHO & RISIKAT OWOYEMI  
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In a spectacular ceremony against the serene backdrop 
of Jabi Lake, 7-Fifteen Capital Limited proudly unveils its 
flagship project – the grand commissioning of 7-Fifteen 

Lakeside Estate. Under the guidance of the visionary CEO, 
Mr. Tope Adekoya, this architectural marvel raises the bar 
and establishes an entirely new standard for opulence 
in the heart of Abuja. Featuring 60 units, the estate of-
fers a harmonious blend of modern architecture against 
the natural beauty of its exclusive lakeside location. With 
three distinct house types, including spacious multi-storey 
apartments, lavish terraces, and grand lakefront villas, each 
residence is magnificently designed to provide stunning 
views and exclusive access to the serene surroundings of 
Jabi Lake.

The grand commissioning ceremony drew an array of 
distinguished guests, including His Excellency Sen. Uba 
Sani, Executive Governor of Kaduna State; Sen. Hajiya 
Ireti H. Kingibe; Sir Adesola Olusade, Permanent Secretary 
of the FCT, representing His Excellency Nyesom Ezenwo 
Wike (CON, GSSRS), The Honourable Minister of the FCT; 
General Lucky Irabor (Rtd.), Former Chief of Defence Staff; 
Umar Ibrahim El-Yakub, Honourable Minister of State for 
Housing; Dr. Aliyu Modibbo, Special Adviser to the Presi-
dent; Mr. Charles Odii, Director-General of SMEDAN;

Hon. Olamijuwonlo Alao Akala, Hon. Ishaya Lalu; Prof. 
Hakeem Belo-Osagie, Chairman of FSDH Holdings and 
Co-Founder of Metis Capital Partners Ltd.; Dr. Myma Belo 
Osagie, Co-Founder & Partner Emeritus of Udo Udoma & 
Belo-Osagie (UUBO) and Co-Founder of Metis Capital Part-
ners Ltd., among other dignitaries.

The 7-Fifteen Lakeside Estate, a result of a strategic part-
nership between 7-Fifteen Capital Limited and Duval Prop-
erties Limited, is a pivotal element of the “Jabi Lake Master 
Plan.” This event signifies a significant milestone in the 
three-year history of 7-Fifteen Capital Limited, showcasing 
the company’s commitment to excellence and innovation 
and the enthusiasm and expertise of its skilled profession-
als dedicated to creating exceptional living experiences.

7-Fifteen Capital
unveils its Exquisite 
Lakeside Estate in 
Grand Style
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(RTD.), ABDULLAHI TIJANI GWAZO, MUSTAPHA LAMORDE, KASHIM IBRAHIM-IMAM

TOPE ADEKOYA, CEO OF 7-FIFTEEN CAPITAL LTD, GOV UBA SANI OF KADUNA STATE, YUSUF ABUBAKAR
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MAHMOUD ISA-DUTSE & TANIMU YAKUBU

WALE ADEOSUN KAYODE GARRICK & BASHIR MAI BORNU

PATIENCE ONIHA

AMOGE JIPREZE

HAKEEM BELO-OSAGIE, GOV UBA SANI OF KADUNA STATE & HADIZA EL-RUFAI

ALLWELL-BROWN TAMUNO, HON. ISHAYA LALU, OWOLABI MOHAMMED BANKOLE, ADESUWA BELO-OSAGIE, TOPE ADEKOYA, 
CHARLES ODII, HON. OLAMIJUWONLO ALAO AKALA, HON. IBRAHIM MOHAMMED, UCHENNA HARRIS OKONKWO, TOLU DAN FODIO

MUSTAPHA LAMORDE, SIR ADESOLA OLUSADE & TOPE ADEKOYA

KASHIM IBRAHIM-IMAM, ALIYU MODIBBO & BABAH DAN AGUNDI

CHARLES ODII, HON. ISHAYA LALU &  TOPE ADEKOYA

with Eka Obaigbena food.column@biscuitboneblog.com

Let’s Talk About 

Dear readers,
This column is an ode to food. 

We all think about it – some, like myself, more than others. We all 
require it – yes, even the most admired fashionistas. Yet, there’s still so 
much to learn about it – so much left to appreciate, particularly on this 
vast African continent. Many of us hardly know about the rich cuisines 
our neighbours in other parts of the country regularly enjoy, let alone the 
delicacies from different parts of Africa.  

Thankfully, THISDAY Style is eager to pull back the invisible curtain 
set to subconsciously divide us and usher you into a season of learning. 
I, for one, am thrilled to see a dedicated food column nestled between 
these coveted pages. After all, just as with fashion, there’s so much 
about food that comes down to style and…taste. 

I look forward to embarking on this culinary journey with you as the 
new food columnist for ThisDay Style. 

WHO? 
My name is Eka Obaigbena, 

and I not only “talk the talk” when 
it comes to food – I live it. Quite 
literally, actually. I am the Founder 
and CEO of two Nigerian-born 
food businesses: Toasties, a fast-
casual dining restaurant chain that 
aims to reimagine the way Afri-
cans experience meals on the go, 
and Board, a food gifting and food 
experience company.

So yes, I quite literally am im-
mersed in thoughts of food on a 
daily basis.

While I can’t pinpoint the exact 
moment it all clicked for me, I 
do recall deciding to move from 
food enthusiast and observer to 
connoisseur at some point during 
my university years. In 2011 – not 
long after graduating from Penn 
State University with a degree in 
journalism – I enrolled in New York 
City’s French Culinary Institute 
(now The International Culinary 
Center). I had learnt that Bobby 
Flay, my favourite chef at the 
time, had been a member of the 
school’s first graduating class 
back in 1984 and was convinced 
I had to attend. Upon graduation, 
I had the privilege of working at 
Michelin-starred restaurants in 
New York and Madrid, as well as 
several casual dining restaurants, 
and a stint at a catering company 
in London for Hollywood films. 

Over the years, I learned about 
the art of fine and casual din-
ing, the production that is mass 
catering, and the general pres-
sures behind the scenes of the 
food industry. These experiences 
allowed me to hone my skills 
and develop a deep appreciation 
for the art of gastronomy. I also 
launched my food blog, Biscuit-
boneblog, where, armed with 

the tagline “Playing with African 
food,” I would share my culinary 
experiments, fusing traditional 
West African recipes with cuisines 
from around the world. Inspired 
by a Heston Blumenthal cook-
ing show, I created my signature 
“shaki toastie” – a medley of West 
African spices, tender tripe, bufala 
mozzarella, and fresh basil. This 
unique creation quickly propelled 
me into the sandwich business, 
where my first food endeavour, 
Toasties, came to life. Today, 
Toasties has five outlets across 
Lagos and plans for further ex-
pansion.

Yet, with the wealth of experi-
ence I started with, I could not 
have predicted what goes into 
managing food businesses in 
Nigeria.

WHY? 
Which brings me to the why.
When I started business, access 

to information about where and 
how to begin was pretty non-
existent. I hardly knew people 
in the restaurant industry in 
Nigeria, which meant that many 
lessons came through trial and 
error. Expensive trial and error. 
Fast forward to today, access to 
substantive information about the 
functionality of the food industry 
is still lacking. Too many of us are 
uninformed about the challenges 
and opportunities that exist on 
this continent.

Through this column, I aim to 
take you on an adventure, explor-
ing the rich and diverse flavours of 
our vibrant nation and continent. 
Nigeria, in itself, is a melting pot 
of cultures, each with its unique 
culinary traditions, delicacies and 
beliefs. Together, we will celebrate 
the innovation that blends tradi-

tional and modern techniques, 
creating a unique culinary identity 
for the continent.

In addition to showcasing tradi-
tional recipes from neighbouring 
communities, I will also delve into 
the business behind African food. 
From our arable farmlands, ripe 
with manufacturing and process-
ing opportunities, to the techno-
logical advances currently being 
employed by our most innovative 
minds, I will bring you stories of 
the people behind the food – the 
farmers, the street food vendors, 
the home cooks, and the culinary 
entrepreneurs who shape our food 
culture.

Food is not just about taste; it 
is an experience that engages all 
our senses. Learn from industry 
experts about how they harness 
the sights, sounds, aromas, and 
textures that exist, from the fields 
of the farm to the experience on 
your plate. 

Follow along as we look be-
yond the reviews and recipes and 
focus on building a community of 
knowledgeable food enthusiasts 
who can learn from each other, 
exchange ideas, and celebrate our 
shared love for food. I encourage 
you to share your favourite reci-
pes, food memories, and culinary 
adventures with me. Let’s create 
a space where we can all explore 
the culinary delights that make our 
nation truly special.

If you have any food related 
questions you would like me to 
answer, or stories you would 
like shared in this column, 
please send them to food.col-
umn@biscuitboneblog.com.

Eka Obaigbena
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The Comfort Factor
One of the most appealing aspects of oversized clothing is the 
unparalleled comfort it offers. There’s something incredibly cosy 
about slipping into a roomy shirt or a pair of oversized joggers. The 
relaxed fit allows for freedom of movement, making it a popular 
choice for those who prioritise comfort in their fashion choices.

Inclusivity at its Core
The oversized clothing trend is celebrated for its inclusivity. Unlike 
some fashion trends that seem tailor-made for a specific body type 
or size, oversized fashion is all about embracing diversity. People of 
all shapes and sizes can find something that suits their style within 
this trend. It’s a breath of fresh air in an industry often criticized for 
promoting unrealistic beauty standards.

Breaking Gender Norms
Another remarkable aspect of the oversized clothing trend is 
how it challenges traditional gender norms. Oversized clothing 
blurs the lines between menswear and womenswear, allowing 
individuals to express themselves without conforming to societal 
expectations. Baggy pants, oversized shirts, and boxy jackets can 
be effortlessly styled to create chic and gender-neutral looks.

A Confidence Booster
One hidden gems of the oversized clothing trend is its ability to 
boost confidence. Many people find that embracing a relaxed, 
oversized fit allows them to feel more at ease in their skin. It’s a 
reminder that fashion isn’t just about conforming to trends but 
also about expressing your unique personality and style.

The Versatility Factor
Oversized clothing is incredibly versatile. It can be dressed up or 
down, making it suitable for a wide range of occasions. Pair an 
oversized blazer with tailored pants for a chic office look, or throw 
on an oversized hoodie with leggings for a laid-back weekend 
outfit. The endless possibilities make it accessible to everyone, 
regardless of their fashion preferences.

Ageless Appeal
The oversized clothing trend knows no age boundaries. Whether 
you’re a teenager looking to make a fashion statement or someone 
in their golden years seeking comfort and style, oversized fashion 
has something to offer. It’s a trend that transcends generations, 
making it truly inclusive.

The Plus-Size Perspective
For many plus-size individuals, the oversized clothing trend is 
a game-changer. It allows them to embrace fashion trends and 
experiment with styles that might have been off-limits in the past. 
It also not only provides comfort but also empowers plus-size 
individuals to feel confident and stylish.

The Customisation Factor
One of the most exciting aspects of the oversized clothing trend 
is the opportunity for customisation. Many people choose to 
tailor their oversized pieces to achieve the perfect fit. Whether it’s 
cinching the waist of an oversized dress with a belt or rolling up 
the sleeves of an oversized shirt, customisation allows individuals 
to make the trend uniquely their own.

IS THE OVERSIZED 
CLOTHING TREND FOR 
EVERYONE?

F
ashion trends come and go, but some 
have a way of sticking around longer than 
others. One such trend that has captured 
the hearts of Gen Z’s and fashionistas is 
oversized clothing. From baggy shirts to 
roomy pants and oversized jackets, this 
trend has taken the fashion world by 
storm. But one question often asked is if it 
is for everyone? We say a resounding YES. 
Keep reading to find out why we think this 
trend is truly inclusive and accessible to all.

RICHARD MOFE DAMIJO

KAYLAH ONIWO ROSELINNE AFIJE

JULIET OLANIPEKUN
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Minimalism vs. Maximalism: 
The Style Debate

When it comes to fashion, everyone has their unique style and personality. Some are drawn to minimalism’s 
sleek and sophisticated world, while others embrace maximalism’s vibrant and eclectic nature. These two 

contrasting fashion philosophies have been at odds for years, but the truth is that both have their own charm 
and can be equally captivating. 

Minimalism: 
Less is More

As a fashion 
concept, minimalism 
revolves around sim-
plicity, clean lines, 
and a limited colour 
palette. The philoso-
phy is clear: less is 
more. Minimalists 
prefer quality over 
quantity, investing in 
timeless pieces that 
can be effortlessly 
mixed and matched. 
The foundation of 
minimalist style is 
based on essential 
wardrobe staples 
like a crisp white 
shirt, perfectly tai-
lored black pants, 
and a versatile 
trench coat.

Incorporating 
minimalism into your 
wardrobe means 
embracing a neutral 
colour palette. Think 
shades of black, 
white, grey, and beige. 
This style is all about understated 
elegance, and the little details make 
all the difference. A single statement 
accessory or a perfectly knotted scarf 
can elevate your minimalist look to the 
next level.

Minimalism is not just about fashion; 
it’s a lifestyle. A minimalist wardrobe 
is clutter-free and well-organised, 
with each piece serving a purpose. 
This mindset extends beyond clothing 
and influences other aspects of life, 
promoting a sense of mindfulness and 
simplicity.

Maximalism: More is More
On the opposite end of the spectrum 

lies maximalism. This fashion philosophy 
is all about extravagance, boldness, and 
self-expression. Maximalists aren’t afraid 

to mix patterns, textures, and colours in a 
way that would make minimalists cringe. 
If minimalism whispers, then maximalism 

shouts.
A maximalist wardrobe is a treasure 

trove of statement pieces, eclectic prints, 
and eye-catching accessories. Leopard 

print pants paired with a sequined jacket? 
Absolutely! Maxi-

malists relish in the 
freedom to experi-
ment and layer, of-
ten creating outfits 

that are a riot of 
colour and texture.

Colour plays a 
significant role in 

maximalism. Vibrant 
hues, metallics, and 

jewel tones are all 
fair game. The more, 
the merrier! Don’t be 

surprised to find a 
maximalist’s closet 
bursting with cloth-

ing items span-
ning every rainbow 

colour.
Being maximal-

ist is embracing a 
lifestyle of excess 

and opulence. 
Maximalist homes 

are adorned with 
intricate decor, plush 

furnishings, and an 
explosion of colours. 

Every corner tells a 
story, and nothing is 

too over the top.

Choosing Your Style Path
Now that we’ve explored both ends of the fashion spectrum, 

how do you choose which suits you best? Here are some factors 
to consider:

Personality: Are you more reserved and prefer a clean, unclut-
tered environment? Minimalism might be your calling. On the 
other hand, if you’re outgoing and energetic and love making a 
statement, maximalism could be your fashion soulmate.

Comfort: Your personal comfort plays a significant role. Some 
people feel most at ease in simple, unadorned outfits, while oth-
ers thrive when dressed to the nines.

Occasion: Think about your daily life and the events you at-
tend. Minimalism may be perfect for the office, while maximalism 

could shine at parties and social gatherings.

Experimentation: Are you adventurous with fashion? Maximal-
ism offers endless opportunities to experiment with bold choic-
es. Minimalism, while understated, allows for creativity through 
subtle details.

Mood: Sometimes, you might lean towards one style on one day 
and the other on a different day. It’s perfectly fine to embrace 
both minimalism and maximalism as your mood dictates.

*Ultimately, fashion is about expressing yourself and feel-
ing confident in your choices. Whether you’re a minimalist or a 
maximalist, staying true to your style personality is key. Don’t be 
afraid to mix elements from both worlds or create a style entirely 
your own.

IFY OKOYE 

OJY OKPE 

SHARON ADELEKE 
EMMY COLLINS

AMAKA CHIKA MBONU 
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At a time when art, culture, and creativity have begun 
to shape the very soul of nations, Nigeria stands on the 
cusp of a groundbreaking transformation. Leading this 
exciting journey is Hannatu Musawa, a distinguished 
lawyer, acclaimed writer, and seasoned politician who 
now leads as the Federal Minister of Art, Culture and 
the Creative Economy. Her appointment marks a pivotal 
moment: for the first time, the Nigerian government 
is not just acknowledging but avidly investing in the 
immense potential of the creative sector. Hannatu has 
taken the challenge head-on and hit the ground running 
by releasing an eight-point agenda that boldly aspires to 
position Nigeria as the world’s hub for creativity, culture, 
and entertainment. This strategic blueprint is not merely 
a set of goals; it’s a roadmap to revolutionise the industry. 
It promises to unlock job opportunities, forge foreign 
partnerships, and cultivate local collaborations, all while 
proudly parading Nigeria’s rich and unique national 
identity on both local and global stages. The agenda is a 
promise to elevate Nigeria’s economic standing through 
the power of creativity and culture.

Prior to Hannatu’s tenure, the Nigerian creative 
industry has already showed significant potential 
and growth, evidenced by the rise of Nollywood film 
production, the global influence of Afrobeat music, and 
the increasing recognition of Nigerian contemporary art. 
Since 2015, the industry has been tipped as a burgeoning 
revenue generator for the country. In 2021, the value 
as stated by the former Central Bank Governor Godwin 
Emefiele, was around $4.5 billion, a figure that has 
nearly doubled today.

The surge in the value of the creative sector 
underscores the timely and crucial nature of  Hannatu’s 
role. There is a palpable sense of anticipation and hope as 
to how government involvement under her stewardship 
will further catalyse this sector. Will her vision and 
strategy drive the Nigerian creative industry to new 
heights? Can her leadership galvanise a sector already 
teeming with talent and promise? These questions and 
more linger in the minds of many as they watch her 
journey unfold.

Interview by Yomi Owope
Photography by TY Bello

Let’s start with some background. Tell us about your days growing up in 
Kaduna.

I grew up mostly in Kaduna, Nigeria, but from an early age, my siblings and 
I went to boarding school in the UK. Worcester and Malvern, to be specific. At 
that time, my father was in the foreign service, and he was posted to different 
countries. My parents felt the kids needed educational stability so they enrolled 
myself and my siblings in boarding school in England. We came back to Kaduna 
to continue our education once my father left the foreign service, and that gave 
us the opportunity to experience our culture and tradition and imbibe the value 
system of our community in a thorough manner. Having lived in different parts of 
the world, I am so appreciative of the chance to have come back to Nigeria and 
lived in Kaduna amongst family.

 
After graduation, you were a columnist in a leading newspaper for a while. 
Why did you think it was important to openly address issues affecting the 
nation?

I started writing my column in 2004 after former President Buhari lost his 
presidential election petition against former President Obasanjo. In 2002, I joined 
then-General Muhammadu Buhari’s political movement while he was in ANPP. I 
campaigned for him and after the loss of the election, I joined his legal team. Dur-
ing the course of that campaign, I met the late Sam Nda Isaiah. He became my 
brother and after the loss of the election, when he told me that he wanted to pub-
lish his own newspaper, I asked if he would grant me a space to write a weekly 
article. Writing had been a hobby for me and I enjoyed creating op-Ed’s, Spoken 
word and poems. And since I felt extremely passionate about Nigeria and the di-
rection my country was steered in, I believed that having my own weekly column 
where I could express myself on the state of the nation was important.

 

HANNATU 
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What would you say are 
the issues that are most 
important to you based on 
the work you have done in 
the last two decades?

Based on my work in the 
last two decades, the issues 
that are most important to 
me hinge on justice, equity 
and fairness, particularly for 
women and young girls. In 
the past, I did a lot of le-
gal and philanthropic work 
around violence against 
women and rape. I am 
extremely passionate about 
that work and see myself 
gravitating back to that 
sometime in the future. I 
also am quite passionate 
about access to education 
for all Nigerians. So, I do see 
myself venturing back to 
continue the work I started in 
those areas.

 
Last year, during your 
senate confirmation, you 
affirmed that you were a 
politician. At what point 
did you realise that your 
career was going in this direction?

Well, I have been involved in politics since 
2002 supporting, then General Muhammadu 
Buhari. But it was not until 2010, when I con-
tested for the Federal House of Representa-
tives seat in my constituency of Musawa and 
Matazu, Katsina, under CPC and then ACN, 
that I reluctantly agreed to refer to myself as a 
politician of sorts. Honestly, while I am involved 
in politics, I am somewhat hesitant, unwilling, 
and unenthusiastic in referring to myself as 
a politician. But I can understand that’s what 
people may perceive me to be by virtue of my 
participation in the exercise.

 
It’s been about five months since your appointment and confir-
mation as minister. Has it been all you expected, and have there 
been many surprises?

In the five months since my appointment and confirmation as a 
Minister, to say that there has been many surprises would be an un-
derstatement. However, despite what I will be confronted with, I am 
committed to remaining focused on the work ahead of me. I have a 
decree, a command, an ordinance and an utmost duty to give Nigeria 
the deliverables I swore an oath to, not only in my portfolio area but 
as a public servant to hundreds of millions of Nigerians. My focus is 
purely on delivering for the time I am afforded in this capacity.

 
You’re in charge of an industry and a portion of the economy 
that has, over the last two decades, developed primarily without 
government input. How is this new administration doing things 
differently?

This administration is doing things completely differently than any 
other administration before when it comes to the area of Arts, Cul-
ture and the Creative Industry. For the first time ever, a government 
has dedicated a whole Ministry to cater specifically to the needs of 
this great industry. That, on its own, shows initial commitment to the 
community. Now, it is incumbent upon the Ministry to deliver and 
achieve the goals needed in the industry. We have started on an 
ambitious path and have some great initiatives to put in place. And it 
is true that the industry has thrived and developed in spite of govern-
ment; now, with government collaboration, we can truly make magic 
and replicate what we have seen with the Korean Wave, Cool Japan 
and in other countries.

 
On the above point, what will you say to sceptics who might say 
we have heard it all before? 

To all the sceptics who may have thought that they have heard it all 

before, I promise them that 
they haven’t. For a start, this 
is the first time that the gov-
ernment is making a proper 
handshake with the industry. 
Let’s give the collaboration a 
chance in the broader inter-
est of Nigeria, Africa, and the 
global black community.

 
You recently unveiled an 
ambitious agenda for the 
arts and creative economy. 
What are the quick wins 
you hope to make in 2024?

Quick wins are great when 
they are substantive. However, 
my focus is on addressing the 
critical things that will trans-
form the cultural &  creative 
economies, create jobs, build 
capacity, rekindle pride in 
our Heritage and reposition 
Nigeria as a global soft power. 
I’m focusing on delivering all 
these in unison and comple-
tion instead of rating them into 
categories of delivery.

Are there any upcoming 
projects or collaborations 

you’re particularly excited about?
The projects I’m excited about are the initiatives 

required to address the above objectives. They 
include Clear and comprehensive regulation that 
provides clarity to creators and provides confi-
dence to investors. That is in progress.

Also, I’m looking forward to IP  reform. An 
actively enforced IP protection strategy that 
protects creatives and IP securitisation policy that 
allows IP to become a fungible commodity and 
also gives creatives the ability to collateralise their 
ideas and creations. That also is in progress.

Then, the provision of key infrastructure to 
advance the industry: arenas, cinemas, studios, 

hubs, incubators, and so much more. These also are in progress.

The creative sector is evolving really fast, with Technology play-
ing the most significant role in this transformation. How will you 
help ensure Nigerian youth are included in this global shift? 

The provision of Technology and data is key to our success as 
an industry. By providing the majority of creatives access to good 
quality internet and making digital creation tools available, they have 
a greater chance of succeeding and thriving. By creating a dynamic 
open-source database that maps the cultural and creative spaces 
fully, providing reliable stats that will support planning and invest-
ment, the industry has the capacity to flourish. Once these modalities 
are put in place, Nigerian youth within the creative space will not be 
left behind in the global shift.

Let’s talk about Nigeria’s perception internationally. While our 
films, music and art have received praise, the country still has 
an image problem regarding safety and security. Is this a priority 
area for you? 

This absolutely is important. And that is why we have come up with 
an initiative called Destination 2030, ‘Nigeria Everywhere,’ a global 
initiative designed to reposition Nigeria.

Talk to us about the daily schedule or agenda of the minister.
Honestly, my daily schedule is not completely different from what it 

was prior. Before becoming a Minister, I was committed to my prac-
tice, writing, and philanthropy. And that requires daily and consistent 
work, which is what you do as a public officer. But I guess, the scope 
in now much wider and the expectation bigger.

Away from work, what are your other areas of interest?
My areas of interest or hobbies continues to be writing, listening to 

music, hanging out with family and… praying.

However, my focus is on 
addressing the critical 

things that will transform 
the cultural &  creative 
economies, create jobs, 
build capacity, rekindle 

pride in our Heritage and 
reposition Nigeria as a 

global soft power.

1. THE VERSATILE FOUNDATION
Every wardrobe begins with a strong foundation of 
timeless pieces. Start with classic items like a well-
tailored blazer, a crisp white button-down shirt, a 
pair of perfectly fitting jeans, and a little black dress. 
These staples will serve as the building blocks for 
countless outfits.

2. MIX AND MATCH
The key to versatility is mixing and matching your 
clothing items to create different looks. Pair that 
blazer with jeans for a casual yet polished look, or 
dress it up with a skirt for a more formal occasion. 
Your white shirt can be worn with a variety of 
bottoms, from trousers to denim shorts, and can be 
layered under vests or dresses.

3. ACCESSORISE WISELY
Accessories are the magic wand of fashion. They 
have the power to transform an outfit completely. 
Invest in a few statement accessories like scarves, 
belts, and statement jewellery pieces. These can 
instantly elevate a simple outfit, making it suitable 
for anything from a casual brunch to a fancy dinner 
party.

4. PLAY WITH PATTERNS AND TEXTURES
Don’t shy away from patterns and textures. A 
wardrobe full of solid colours can quickly become 
monotonous. Add some excitement with stripes, 
florals, or animal prints. Mixing textures like silk, 
velvet, and denim can also breathe new life into 
your outfits.

5. LAYERING MASTERY
Layering is a skill that can take your wardrobe to 
the next level—experiment with layering different 
pieces like jackets. A well-layered outfit adds depth 
and interest to your look.

6. INVEST IN QUALITY
While shopping for bargains is tempting, investing 
in quality pieces is a wise choice. Quality clothing 
lasts longer, fits better, and often looks more 
polished. A well-made blazer, for instance, can be 
a reliable companion for years, serving you well on 
various occasions.

7. TAILORING MAKES A DIFFERENCE
Don’t underestimate the power of tailoring. 
Properly fitting your clothes can make even 
budget-friendly pieces look like they were made 
for you. Tailoring can turn a good outfit into a great 
one, ensuring that everything in your wardrobe fits 
like a glove.

8. SHOES MATTER
Shoes are the foundation of an outfit and can make 
or break your look. Invest in a variety of footwear, 
from comfortable sneakers and versatile flats 
to stylish heels and boots. A well-chosen pair of 
shoes can instantly transform an outfit to suit the 
occasion.

9. VERSATILE DRESSES AND JUMPSUITS
Dresses and jumpsuits are the ultimate one-and-
done outfits. Look for styles that can be dressed 
up or down with a change of accessories or shoes. 
A simple black jumpsuit, for example, can go 
from office chic with a blazer and heels to casual 
elegance with sandals and a statement necklace.

10. ORGANISE AND ROTATE
Lastly, keep your wardrobe organised and regularly 
rotate your items. This helps you keep track of what 
you have and encourages you to rediscover pieces 
you might have forgotten about. Sometimes, a 
forgotten blouse or pair of pants can inspire a 
whole new outfit.

HOW TO CREATE A 
WARDROBE THAT 
WORKS FOR EVERY 
OCCASION.

When it comes to fashion, ver-
satility is the key to creating a 

wardrobe that stands the test of 
time. We all know that feeling 
of staring at our closet full of 

clothes, yet feeling like we have 
nothing to wear. Not to worry, 

we’ve got you. Here are a few tips 
on how and where to start

OMOME OSIME IDERA OYENEYIN
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The YOLO Experience
Right along the pristine coastline of Ibeshe, Lagos, Nigeria, Yolo Private Island emerges as the ultimate 
haven for those in search of an unforgettable retreat. 

Are you ready to embark on a 
journey like no other? Pack your 
bags and get ready for a Yolo 
experience you’ll never forget!

From its jaw-dropping archi-
tectural design to its unwavering 

commitment to eco-friendly practices, Yolo 
Island has set the bar for coastal opulence and 
adventure. 

As you step in, you’re not just greeted with 
a warm welcome; you’re embraced by a level 
of service that makes you feel like royalty. The 

check-in process is as seamless as the gentle 
waves lapping against the shore, and attention 
to detail is the name of the game. Every corner 
of this island paradise oozes style and sophis-
tication. You get to stay in one of the six iconic 
chalets named after a legendary city – Ibiza, 
Bora Bora, Fiji, Madagascar, Santorini, and 
Cancun. It’s like taking a whirlwind tour of the 
world’s most exotic destinations without ever 
leaving the island!

But Yolo Private Island is not just about 
luxurious accommodations; it’s about exhilarat-
ing experiences that will leave you craving for 
more. For the thrill-seekers among us, the quad 
biking adventure is a must-try. Picture yourself 
roaring across the island’s rugged terrain, the 
wind in your hair, and the adrenaline pumping 
through your veins. It’s a unique way to explore 
the breathtaking landscape.

Sports enthusiasts get ready to have a blast! 
Yolo Island offers loads of options to keep you 
entertained. Whether you’re into table soccer, 
volleyball, basketball, or snooker, you’ll find 
something that tickles your fancy. And for those 
who prefer the water, the possibilities are end-
less. You’ll be spoilt for choice with jet skiing, 
paddleboarding, and seven sparkling pools. 

For those who prioritise their fitness routines, 

Yolo Island’s well-equipped gym is a sanctuary 
amidst the stunning surroundings. And when 
it’s time to unwind, the spa treatments take 
relaxation to a whole new level. With an array 
of services to rejuvenate your mind, body, and 
soul, you’ll leave feeling like a brand-new you.

Now, let’s talk about the culinary journey at 
Yolo Private Island – a gastronomic adventure 
that will tantalise your taste buds and leave you 
craving more. The resort’s dining options are 
a testament to their commitment to culinary 
excellence. From local delicacies that pay hom-
age to the rich Nigerian culture to international 
dishes prepared with finesse, there’s something 
for every palate. 

But what truly sets Yolo Island apart is its 
unwavering dedication to the environment. This 
isn’t just a luxury resort; it’s a sanctuary that 
embraces sustainability. Solar energy powers 
the island, making generators mere backup op-
tions. The architectural design maximises natu-
ral light and airflow, reducing energy consump-
tion and leaving a minimal carbon footprint. 

So, what are you waiting for? It’s time to say 
YOLO. From the moment you arrive until the 
moment you reluctantly leave, every second 
spent in this paradise will be etched in your 
memory forever.

Yolo Private Island is 
not just about luxurious 
accommodations; it’s about 
exhilarating experiences 
that will leave you craving 
for more. 

Exercise Regularly
Physical activity is a proven stress-buster. Exercise releases 
endorphins, natural mood lifters, which help reduce 
anxiety and improve sleep. Whether it’s a brisk walk, a 
yoga session, or a high-energy dance class, find a form of 
exercise you enjoy and make it a regular part of your life. 
The key is consistency; even a daily 20-minute walk can 
work wonders for your stress levels.

Practice Mindfulness and Meditation
Mindfulness and meditation are all about living in the 
moment and being aware of your thoughts and feelings 
without judgment. These practices can help you develop 
a deeper understanding of your mind, leading to a more 
serene and balanced life. There are numerous apps and 
online tutorials available to help beginners.

Connect with Others
Social support is vital. Sharing your thoughts and con-
cerns with friends, family, or a professional can provide a 
fresh perspective and help you feel understood and less 
isolated. Don’t underestimate the power of a good chat or 
a heartfelt laugh with someone you trust.

Maintain a Balanced Diet
What we eat impacts how we feel. A diet rich in fruits, 
vegetables, lean proteins, and whole grains can give your 
body the nutrients it needs to cope with stress effectively. 
On the other hand, high levels of caffeine and sugar can 
increase anxiety and jitteriness.

Get Enough Sleep
Lack of sleep can exacerbate stress by impacting your 
mood, energy, and ability to concentrate. Establish a 
relaxing bedtime routine and aim for 7-9 hours of quality 
sleep each night. Avoid screens before bedtime, as the 
blue light can interfere with your body’s natural sleep 
rhythms.

Set Realistic Goals
Often, we stress ourselves out by setting unrealistic 
expectations. Break down your goals into smaller, man-
ageable tasks and give yourself permission to step back 
and reassess when needed. Remember, it’s okay not to be 
perfect.

Learn to Say No
Overcommitting can lead to burnout. It’s important to be 
selective about what you take on and to recognise your 
limits. Saying no isn’t selfish; it’s a necessary skill for main-
taining your mental health and well-being.

Take Time for Yourself
Finally, make sure to carve out some “me time.” Whether 
it’s reading a book, taking a bath, or just sitting quietly 
with a cup of tea, taking time for yourself is essential for 
recharging and maintaining a healthy perspective on life.

NOT SURE HOW TO 
MANAGE STRESS? 
THESE EIGHT EFFECTIVE 
TECHNIQUES WILL HELP.
Stress is an inevitable part of life, but it 
doesn’t have to control it. With the right 
techniques, managing stress can become 
a simple and enjoyable part of your daily 
routine. Here are eight effective strategies 
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