
Olawale Ajimotokan, Deji 
Elumoye, Chucks Okocha in Abuja, 
Seriki Adinoyi in Jos and Nume 
Ekeghe in Lagos 

President of the Africa Development 
Bank (AfDB), Dr. Akinwunmi 
Adesina, yesterday, called for 
Nigeria's reawakening as the 
economic hope of Africa and the 

black world, lamenting that the 
country was not where she should 
be after 64 years of nationhood.

Adesina in his keynote remarks 
during a public lecture organised to 

mark the 90th birthday of former 
Head of State, General Yakubu 
Gowon, began by praising the elder 
statesman, describing him as a leader 
to be emulated and praising his 

contributions towards promoting 
a united Nigeria.

He demanded attitudinal 
change in his keynote address at 
the ECOWAS secretariat, Abuja.

Adesina's speech titled, "History 
Beckons on Nigeria, We Can't 
Disappoint," was delivered in 

Emmanuel Addeh in Abuja, 
Sylvester Idowu in Warri and 
Peter Uzoho in Lagos 

Nigeria's aspiration to rake in 

additional foreign exchange inflow 
has received a boost, with Chevron 
Nigeria Limited (CNL) announcing 
yesterday that it had discovered 
a 17,000 barrels per day new oil 

well in the Niger Delta.
Chevron disclosed that the 

oil asset, Meji NW-1 spud in 
Petroleum Mining Lease (PML) 
49, is co-owned by state-owned 

Nigerian National Petroleum 
Company Limited (NNPC).

The US company, in a statement 
quoted by S&P Global Commodity 
Insights, described the find as a 

“near-field discovery," noting that 
the block is located in the shallow 
offshore area of the Western Niger 
Delta.

The spud reached a depth of 

8,983 feet and encountered 690 feet 
of hydrocarbons within Miocene 
sands, effectively extending the 
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Kayode Tokede and Sunday 
Ehigiator 

Despite receiving an estimated N2.67 
trillion from the Federation Account 
Allocation Committee (FAAC) in 
the first nine months of 2024, the 
Local Governments (LGs) in Nigeria,  
the third tier of government are still 
facing, inadequate infrastructure, 
poverty, and unemployment and 
fragmented developmental planning, 
among other challenges.

Data compiled by THISDAY from 
the FAAC allocations to the three 
tiers of government between January 
and September 2024, showed that 
the federal government and states 
were allocated N3.505 trillion and 
N3.672 trillion, respectively, while 
the local government areas got a 
total of N2.672 trillion. This brings 
the total amount shared by the three 
tiers of government in the review 
period to N9.849 trillion. However, 

At Gowon's 90th Birthday Lecture, 
Adesina Calls for Nigeria's Renaissance

Tinubu, Obasanjo, Babangida, Jonathan, Buhari, others pour encomium on former Head of State 
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and resources for local government 
officials in financial management 
and project implementation can 
enhance efficiency and reduce 
mismanagement of funds and 
encouraging citizen participation 
in budgeting processes can help 
ensure that funds are allocated to 
projects that address local needs, 
fostering greater public scrutiny of 
financial activities.

“Strengthening the role of the 
judiciary in addressing cases of 
fund misappropriation and ensuring 
penalties for offenders might deter 
future diversions. Introducing 
performance-based funding 
linked to measurable outcomes 
can incentivise local governments 
to utilise funds effectively for 
community development.”

The Acting State Chairman of 
Accord Party, Lagos State, Hon Dele 
Oladeji, pointed out, “It is a public 
knowledge that governors of each 
state have caged Local Government 
Chairmen. And in addition to caging 

Local Government Chairmen, they 
have cornered the fund and the 
resources of the Local Government. 
Firstly, cornered its funds through the 
joint account they've been using with 
Local Governments in Nigeria for 
years now. From that joint account, 
Local Governments accruable funds 
are being siphoned by Governors. 

“Secondly, they cornered the 
resources and the funds of the 
Local Governments through revenue 
channels. All revenue agencies and 
channels of local governments are 
being controlled by state governors.

“So, governors have cornered 
the resources and the funds of local 
governments, and have to a large 
extent depleted local government 
administrations and administrators 
of needed fund to implement any 
impressive change or development 
at the local government level.”

He stressed the need for local 
governments to be autonomous in 
authority, administration, and also 
in their finance.
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BOOST FOR NIGERIA AS NNPC, CHEVRON MAKE 17,000BPD NEW OIL FIND IN N’DELTA

Lagos may receive N1.8tn as VAT allocation in 2025

AT GOWON'S 90TH BIRTHDAY LECTURE, ADESINA CALLS FOR NIGERIA'S RENAISSANCE

Proposed Reforms May Eliminate Taxes 
for TETFUND, NITDA, NASENI, Others

DESPITE N2.67TN ALLOCATION TO LGS IN 9 MONTHS, POOR INFRASTRUCTURE, POVERTY STILL DOT GRASSROOTS
a total of N912 billion was allocated 
to the oil producing states during 
the nine-month period.

Many commentators have argued 
that the rising spate of banditry, 
kidnapping, infrastructure decay 
and other social vices and challenges 
facing the country over the years 
was as a result of the neglect of 
the local government system. In the 
past few weeks, States have been 
making frantic efforts to conduct local 
government elections in compliance 
with a Supreme Court’s decision 
that only elected officials shall run 
the third tier which ushers in its 
autonomy.

As a result of the Apex Court's 
judgement that prohibited 
federal allocation to any council 
being administered by caretaker 
committees, States have been 
conducting local government 
elections.

The Supreme Court had declared 
it unconstitutional for state governors 
to hold funds allocated to local 

government councils. In the judgment 
delivered by Justice Emmanuel Agim, 
the seven-man panel had held that 
the 774 local government councils 
in the country should manage their 
funds themselves.

Commenting on the poor state 
of local governments in the country, 
despite the huge FAAC allocations, 
Executive Director, Renevlyn 
Development Initiative (RDI), Philip 
Jakpor said: “I strongly believe local 
government autonomy when allowed 
to operate as conceived by the federal 
government will better the lot of 
people at the grassroots.

“It will bring development closer 
to the people but unfortunately, we 
have seen how some state governors 
are trying to arm-twist the local 
governments through laws such as 
the state local government accounts 
that Governor Soludo signed into 
law in Anambra State. Such laws are 
deliberately initiated for the purpose 
of maintaining the status quo and 
dictating where money goes or not.

“So we see that the state 
governments that always point 
the accusing finger at the federal 
government for stalled development 
are themselves stalling development 
in their states just to remain relevant. 
But there's already a Supreme 
Court judgment that mandates the 
autonomy of the local governments 
so the local governments should 
work with lawmakers in their states 
to ensure the law is implemented 
to the letter.

“Civil Society and lovers of 
democracy and development should 
rise against this malfeasance by the 
governors. It is getting evident 
that Nigerians will not get good 
governance if everyone keeps quiet 
and allows these actors to ride 
roughshod unchallenged.”

Also, Executive Director Rule 
of Law and Accountability 
Advocacy Centre (RULAAC), 
Okechukwu Nwangwuma said: 
“The Tinubu government needs to 
demonstrate genuine commitment to 

implementing strategies that ensure 
that Nigeria can work towards 
more effective local governance 
and ensure that allocated funds 
contribute positively to the lives 
of citizens.

“This requires a multifaceted 
approach that includes implementing 
robust financial monitoring systems 
that helps to ensure that funds 
allocated to local governments are 
used appropriately. Creating public 
dashboards for tracking expenditures 
can encourage accountability.

“Secondly, enforcing existing 
laws related to local government 
financing and ensuring adherence to 
the Supreme Court ruling on local 
government autonomy can help 
protect LG funds from diversion 
at state levels. Thirdly, empowering 
local governments to manage their 
finances independently, including 
direct access to federal allocations, 
can reduce interference from state 
governments.

“Fourthly, providing training 

James Emejo in Abuja 

The new tax reforms currently being 
proposed by the federal government 
seeks to eliminate levies for the 
Tertiary Education Trust Fund 
(TETFUND), the National Information 
Technology Development (NITDA), 
and the National Agency for Science 
and Engineering Infrastructure 
(NASENI).

TETFUND levy is currently at three 
per cent of profits of all companies 
except small companies with turnover 
of less than N25 million.

On the other hand, NITDA takes 
one per cent of profits of banks and 

other financial institutions, insurance 
companies, GSM service providers 
and telecommunication companies, 
cyber companies and internet 
providers, pension managers and 
pension related companies, with 
turnover of N100 million and above.

Also, NASENI takes 0.25 per cent 
of profit before tax of banks, mobile 
and telecommunication, ICT, aviation, 
maritime, oil and gas sectors with 
turnover of N100 million and above.

However, under the proposed 
tax reforms, these taxes would 
be replaced with a development 
levy of four per cent of profits of 
all companies from 2025, with the 

exception of small companies and 
non-resident companies, according 
to a document seen by THISDAY.

Under the proposed regime, the 
four per cent levy would drop to 
three per cent between 2027 and 
2029 and further down to two per 
cent in 2030.

The levy would be shared among 
TETFUND, NITDA, NASENI and 
Student Loan Fund in 2029.

However, from 2029, the two per 
cent tax would be exclusively for the 
student loans, implying that TETFund, 
NASENI and NITDA would be sunset 
as agencies of government since they 
will no longer have source of funding.

Also, as part of the reforms being 
advocated, the federal government 
intends to increase the Value Added 
Tax (VAT) to 10 per cent from the 
current 7.5 per cent by January 
2025 amid sweeping reforms in 
tax collection.

According to the Federal Inland 
Revenue Service (FIRS), the proposed 
tax reforms template further suggested 
a hike in consumption tax to 12.5 
per cent by January 2026, and 15 
per cent by 2030. 

It was further learnt that the 
government intends to impose a five 
per cent excise on telecommunication 
services.

The VAT increase proposal 
further seeks to change the revenue 
distribution template among the tiers 
of government.

The proposed template advocated 
a new distribution pattern of 10 per 
cent for the federal government from 
15 per cent; 55 per cent to states and 
35 per cent to the Local Governments 
(LGs).

Effectively, the states are expected 
to get extra five per cent in VAT 
while it remains unclear about the 
FCT allocation which currently has 
one per cent ceded to it out of the 
federal government's allocation.

The reform also proposes that 60 

per cent of VAT be shared based 
on derivation. 

The current sharing is 20 per cent 
based on derivation.

These measures when adopted 
may enable Lagos State to receive 
over N1.8 trillion as VAT allocation in 
2025, "assuming total VAT collection 
of N6 trillion, even if there was no 
rate increase but only a change in 
derivation and ceding of additional 
five per cent to states." 

"It is important to highlight that 
even at 20 per cent derivation, Lagos 
State and its Local Governments 
received the largest share of VAT," 
the document noted.

between fitting tributes to Gowon, 
by President Bola Tinubu and former 
presidents Olusegun Obasanjo, 
Ibrahim Babangida and Goodluck 
Jonathan.

"One question we don't ask 
ourselves enough is what are we 
supposed to be after 64 years of 
independence. Sixty-four years 
after independence, Nigeria should 
not be a developing country, but a 
developed nation," Adesina said.

The President of AfDB noted that 
Nigeria carries with it the hope of 
all black people all over the world 
as the biggest nation in the black 
world, to become an inspiration 
that will elevate the whole of Africa.

In a stirring lecture, Adesina 
urged Nigerians to "start thinking 
of Nigeria not in terms of what 
we currently are, but where we 
should be".

"When the Gulf region was to 
evolve, it was Saudi Arabia that 
took the case, today three Arab 
countries have risen to become 
global giants.

"When Europe started to develop 
it made a journey with UK, Germany 
and France to spur the growth of 
the continent.

"When Asia started to develop it 

took China, Japan and South Korea 
to spark wider growth to Singapore, 
India and Indonesia.

"For Africa to develop it needs 
Nigeria to develop first. History 
beckons on Nigeria and we can't 
disappoint, Nigeria must become 
a global powerhouse. That is our 
responsibility. Today, poverty is 
extremely pervasive. The National 
Statistics report 2022 estimated that 
63 percent of persons living within 
Nigeria, that's 133 million people 
at the time, are poor. Poverty is 
particularly extreme in rural areas 
where millions of people have 
been forgotten and abandoned, 
" Adesina said.

His lecture detailed the unfulfilled 
Nigerian dream, rising poverty, 
particularly in Northern Nigeria 
which stands at 65 per cent of the 
population, lack of electricity which 
is hampering businesses across the 
country, over-dependence on crude 
oil, the country having to import 
more while manufacturing accounts 
for only three per cent of production 
and the problem of congestion at 
the ports.

President Bola Tinubu 
congratulated the former Head 
of State, in a two-page birthday 

tribute.
He described the celebrant as 

a gentleman extraordinaire who 
served Nigeria meritoriously in 
different capacity.

Tinubu said he cherished Gowon's 
advice to him since he became 
President in May, 2023.

The President in the tribute 
personally signed by him stated, 
inter alia: "On his 90th birthday 
(October 19), I pay special tribute to 
our elder statesman and former head 
of state, General Yakubu Gowon.

"General Gowon is a gentleman 
extraordinaire, one of the longest-
serving Nigerian leaders.

"He did a lot for our country 
and served meritoriously in various 
capacities within and outside the 
military.

"As a brilliant officer trained at 
Sandhurst and reluctantly became 
Nigeria's leader at 32, his life story 
has inspired many Nigerians.

"As the nation's head of state, 
he significantly contributed to 
nation-building and development 
and can be rightly called the father 
of national infrastructure.

"It is on record that after the 
country's civil war, his philosophy of 
"No victor, no vanquished" helped 

promote national healing, peace, 
and reconciliation.

"His most incredible legacy was 
the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) founded 
in 1975.

"Since I became President, General 
Gowon has been my counsellor, 
offering advice when needed.

"He was there for us when we 
had a misunderstanding with some 
of our Sahelian states, calling for 
moderation from all sides for the 
sake of ECOWAS unity.

"General Gowon's life outside 
the office is also remarkable. 
After stewardship of the country, 
he acquired more knowledge, 
demonstrating that age and status 
are never barriers to seeking to be 
the best we can be.

"I pray that God Almighty will 
imbue General Gowon with more 
wisdom and grant him good health 
and more years to continue to be 
useful to Nigeria and humanity".

For his part, former President 
Olusegun Obasanjo also described 
General Gowon, as a statesman 
worthy to be nationally celebrated 
whole still alive.

Obasanjo stated: "This is a national 
celebration, and you are worthy 

of being celebrated while you're 
still with us.

" Very few can claim to have 
witnessed your time in government 
or the army. But by God’s grace, 
you have lived long enough for 
us to honor you today."

He humorously remarked on 
Gowon’s milestone, saying, "God 
has made you a big 90. If I were 
from Calabar, I would say, '90 no 
be yoke.'"

The Sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji 
Sa’ad Abubakar III, who chaired 
the occasion also highlighted the 
values of community and respect 
for authority that were central to 
Gowon's leadership.

"In our time, children were 
everyone’s responsibility, regardless 
of tribe or religion," he noted. 
"Honesty, hard work, and selflessness 
were the benchmarks of our society. 
The civil service was efficient, and 
society lived in peace and harmony."

The Sultan praised Nigeria's 
fortune in having a statesman 
like Gowon with his "exceptional 
longevity" and "institutional wisdom" 
to guide the nation.

"Not many countries are fortunate 
enough to have such leaders live so 
long, with full consciousness and 

insight," he added.
In his goodwill message, former 

military president, General Ibrahim 
Babangida, also lauded Gowon 
for his decency and unwavering 
commitment to Nigeria’s 
development.

"I will continue to pray for him. 
The greatest thing he did for this 
country was to keep us as one.

"The younger generation should 
learn from his life story, as he started 
leading this country at a tender 
age. They should study his life," 
Babangida said.

Also former President Jonathan 
said Gowon provided leadership 
for the country during the time of 
war, saying he has continued to 
work for the unity and peace of 
the country ever since.

Former Vice President of Nigeria 
and presidential candidate of the 
Peoples Democratic Party in the 
2023 election, Atiku Abubakar, 
described Gowon as a refined 
and uncontroversial public figure 
with unwavering commitment to 
national unity and integrity.

In a statement on the occasion of 
Gowon's 90th birthday anniversary, 
Atiku joined Nigerians and others 
to celebrate the statesman.

producing Meji field. The well 
operations were completed on 
October 2, Chevron said.

"This accomplishment is 
consistent with CNL's intention to 
continue developing and growing 
its Nigerian resources, including 
the onshore and shallow water 
areas," the company said in the 
statement.

“It also supports Chevron's 
broader global exploration strategy 
to find new resources that extend 
the life of producing assets in 
existing operating areas and 
deliver production with shorter 
development cycle times," it added.

Chevron operates PML 49 
alongside NNPC in a joint 
venture. The US firm holds a 
40 per cent stake in the block 
and NNPC owns the rest. It was 
previously known as OML 90 but 
was converted recently in line 
with the new Petroleum Industry 
Act of 2021.

According to data from S&P 
Global Commodity Insights, 
production from the Meji field 
peaked at 51,000 bpd in 2005, but 
has since fallen to some 17,000 
boe/d, most of it crude oil.

Discoveries were first made 
on the license in 1965, with 

production starting four years 
later.

Chevron did not offer a timeline 
for production at Meji NW-1 or 
any detail on how much the asset 
could produce. The company 
declined to comment further.

Nevertheless, the find is a 
fillip for Nigeria and illustrates 
the contrast with Chevron's peers, 
who are leaving the Niger Delta 
in their droves in favour of deep-
water opportunities in Nigeria, less 
risky jurisdictions and frontiers 
like Namibia and Guyana.

Eni has already quit the 
Nigerian onshore and shallow 

water, selling its business to local 
energy firm, Oando.

Also, Shell has agreed to 
sell its onshore business to the 
Renaissance consortium of five 
mostly-local companies while 
ExxonMobil has signed a deal 
with Seplat and Equinor. In the 
same vein, TotalEnergies is selling 
assets to Nigeria-focused Chappal 
Energies.

On September 9, the NNPC 
said Chevron was targeting a 
"significant" production boost 
to 165,000 bpd from five of its 
key licenses by the end of 2024 
after converting the blocks to meet 

the terms of the PIA.
In January the US oil giant 

acquired a stake in Oil Prospecting 
License 215 – an exploration 
block – in the offshore Niger 
Delta, S&P recalled.

Chevron is thought to be 
Nigeria's third largest producer, 
with stakes in 62 assets according 
to Commodity Insights estimates, 
including the prolific 90,000 bpd 
Agbami field and Escravos oil 
projects.

Nigeria has been battling to 
stem the tide of International Oil 
Companies (IOCs) departures in 
recent months, having seen oil 

output fall from a peak of 2.45 
million bpd in 2005 to 1.46 million 
bpd today, according to the Platts 
OPEC Survey from Commodity 
Insights.

This has been blamed on 
underinvestment, a dearth 
of exploration activity, field 
maturation and theft as well as 
sabotage of oil installations and 
pipelines.

Nigeria estimates that the 
country loses as much as between 
300,000 bpd and 400,000 bpd to 
oil theft and production forgone 
due to incessant sabotage of oil 
assets.
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Nigeria Seals Deal with Ericsson to Advance 5G Tech Devt

Deji Elumoye in Abuja  

Vice President Kashim Shettima 
yesterday led other Nigerian 
officials to sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) in Sweden 
between Nigeria and telecom giant, 
Ericsson, on a 5G Innovation Lab.

The deal is aimed at placing 
Nigeria among the world's top 
users of the 5G network in terms 
of productivity and boosting the 
nation's technological capabilities.

The MoU, signed at Ericsson's 
Global Headquarters and Research 
and Development Lab in Kista, North 
of Stockholm, Sweden, was witnessed 
by the Vice President, and Ericsson's 
top officials.

Minister of Communications and 
Digital Economy, Dr. Bosun Tijani, 
signed the MoU on behalf of the 

Nigerian government, while Peter 
Olusoji Ogundele, Country Manager, 
Ericsson Nigeria, signed on behalf 
of the telecom giant.

5G is the fifth generation of 
cellular networks said to be 100 
times faster than 4G, thereby creating 
unprecedented opportunities for 
people, businesses and technology 
across the world.

Outlining the importance of the 
MoU, Communications Minister, 
Dr. Tijani, expressed optimism that 
Nigeria will make the most of 5G 
technology as its wide coverage 
will lead to rapid development and 
growth of the Nigerian economy.

According to him, "It is important 
that we use the strength of the Vice 
President's visit to truly deepen the 
relationship with some of our tech 
partners, and that is what the VP is 

doing in all the meetings he has had.
"So we signed the MoU to set up 

an Innovation Lab with Ericsson, 
and the focus of that Lab will be 
to come up with applications based 
on 5G technology for our projects 
and practices in agriculture, mining, 
education, as well as for the general 
usage of connectivity to improve 
the quality of life for our people. 

"Again, the President's Renewed 
Hope Agenda, in particular, ties into 
what we are trying to do with the 
reforms. The aim of the reforms is 
to diversify our economy, and it is 
clear that we cannot diversify our 
economy without digital technology."

Shettima, while being briefed 
on the company's technological 
evolution, radio spectrum matters, 
standardisation, as well as Cyber and 
Network Security, inquired about the 

possibility of deploying 5G technology 
to help Nigeria improve security of 
oil facilities, prevent oil theft, and 
pipeline vandalization.

He noted that it was crucial for 
management and planning of the 
nation's oil economy.

The Vice President also yesterday 
met with Swedish Prime Minister 
Ulf Kristersson in Stockholm.

The high-level talks focused on 
strengthening bilateral relations, 
with discussions covering trade 
expansion, strategic partnerships, 
regional security cooperation, 
deepened collaborations, and 
proactive interventions.

Shettima was joined in the talks 
by Plateau State Governor, Caleb 
Mutfwang; Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Ambassador Yusuf Tuggar, and some 
Embassy officials.

Group Seeks NASS Intervention over Diversion 
of Lagos-Calabar Coastal Road to Okun Ajah
A group of Nigerians in the diaspora 
with investments in Winhomes 
Estate is urgently calling for 
intervention from the National 
Assembly regarding the alleged 
illegal diversion of the Lagos-Calabar 
Coastal Road at Okun Ajah by the 
Federal Ministry of Works.

This collective, comprised mainly 
real estate investors adversely 
affected by the diversion, alleged 
that the ministry unlawfully 
disregarded the original gazetted 
alignment, utilising its authority 
to intimidate and harass innocent 
citizens.

In a statement, the investors 
reported that the diversion has led 
to the destruction of their properties, 
notably the WinHomes Estate, which 
had attracted substantial foreign 

direct investment (FDI). 
They also alleged that officials 

within the ministry have been 
soliciting bribes from local residents 
to prevent the demolition of their 
homes and businesses

The group accused the Federal 
Controller of Works, Olukorede 
Keisha, of undermining their 
investments. They emphasised 
that despite possessing all necessary 
legal documentation—including a 
Certificate of Occupancy issued by 
the Lagos State Government—their 
properties were demolished without 
any prior notice.

"We are deeply concerned about 
the actions being taken by the Federal 
Ministry of Works and the Federal 
Controller of Works," stated Engr. 
Femi Adekoya, one of the affected 

investors. "The diversion of the road 
has caused immense hardship to our 
community, and we are demanding 
justice."

The investors called on the 
Chairman of the Committee on 
Works in the Federal House of 
Representatives to launch an 
investigation into this matter and 
to hold those responsible accountable. 

They are also urging President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu to step in and 
ensure that the original alignment 
of the Lagos-Calabar Coastal Road 
is upheld.

Tensions have been escalating 
in the Okun Ajah community 
over the ministry's alleged plans 
to reroute the ongoing Coastal 
Road. This diversion has created 
divisions among residents, leading to 

accusations from both parties—those 
who built along the original Coastal 
Road alignment and those who 
constructed outside of it.

Sources indicate that the current 
turmoil in Okun Ajah stems from the 
greed of certain unscrupulous land 
grabbers who illegally sold parcels 
of land along the Coastal Road to 
unsuspecting buyers. Ignoring 
the established regulations, these 
individuals behaved as if the Coastal 
Road’s existence did not matter. 
With the recent commencement of 
construction by President Tinubu’s 
administration, these land grabbers 
and their collaborators are attempting 
to shift the blame for their actions 
onto responsible property owners 
who adhered to the original 2006 
gazetted alignment.

President and Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of Afreximbank, Prof. 
Benedict Oramah, has announced 
that Afreximbank would increase 
its funding to the Creative Africa 
Nexus (CANEX) programme from 
$1 billion to $2 billion for the next 
three years.

The announcement was made 
during the CANEX WKND 2024 
opening ceremony in Algiers, Algeria, 
and underscores the Bank’s dedication 
to Africa’s growing creative economy. 

According to a statement yesterday, 
the decision to double CANEX 
funding arises from a marked surge 
in demand across Africa’s creative 
sectors. Since 2022, Afreximbank 
has seen a significant increase in 
opportunities within industries 
from film production and music to 
fashion manufacturing and sports. 
With the newly increased $2 billion 
fund, Afreximbank aims to fulfil 
these verticals’ growing needs by 
providing infrastructure, financing, 
and other resources that will help 
Africa’s creative industries flourish 
on a global scale. 

Oramah observed that this 
expansion marks a historic 
progression in Afreximbank’s 
strategy to support the creative 
economy – from the Bank’s initial 
commitment of $500 million to the 
sector when CANEX launched in 
2020. That figure, the President noted, 
increased to $1 billion in 2022 to 
satisfy demand. This upward trend 

reflects Afreximbank’s profound belief 
in the power of African creativity to 
drive economic growth and generate 
employment. 

Commenting on the funding 
decision, Oramah said: “As with 
many things in Africa, opportunities 
in the African creative industries 
abound but remain untapped. This 
is why Afreximbank has adopted 
a proactive approach to catalysing 
the industry. Today, I am pleased to 
announce a further doubling of our 
creative industry finance window to 
$2 billion for the next three years. 
This will enable us to support 
significant infrastructure investments 
for film production, stadia, arenas, 
manufacturing facilities for fashion, 
and training centres.”

The new funding will primarily 
focus on infrastructure development, 
which remains a key challenge in the 
creative sectors. Afreximbank plans 
to invest in film production facilities, 
music arenas, sports stadiums, and 
fashion manufacturing hubs across 
the continent. These projects aim 
to equip African creatives with the 
necessary tools and spaces to produce 
content and goods that can compete 
internationally. 

Moreover, the fund will also 
support talent development. 
Afreximbank’s goal is to help 
nurture and train African creative 
professionals to international best-
standards, ensuring they have the 
skills and resources to thrive. 

Afreximbank to Raise CANEX 
Funding to $2bn to Boost 
Africa’s Creative Economy

Emmanuel Addeh in Abuja  

The Minister of State for Petroleum 
Resources (Oil), Senator Heineken 
Lokpobiri, yesterday, visited the site of 
the recent petrol tanker explosion in 
Majiya Town, Taura Local Government 
Area of Jigawa State.

A statement signed by the minister's 
spokesperson, Nneamaka Okafor, 
stated that Lokpobiri was in the 
state to express his condolences to 
the government and people of Jigawa.

The minister also visited the 
Government House in Dutse, where 
he met with the Governor of Jigawa 
State, Umar Namadi. 

During the meeting, Lokpobiri 
conveyed the federal government’s 
sympathy to the state over the 
incident that claimed many lives. He 

emphasised the need for enhanced 
safety measures in the transportation 
of petroleum products.

“On behalf of the Ministry of 
Petroleum Resources, I extend 
our deepest condolences to the 
government and good people of 
Jigawa State. This tragic incident 
is a reminder of the importance 
of ensuring that only licensed and 
certified drivers convey petroleum 
products. 

"We are working closely with the 
Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC) 
to strengthen these standards,” the 
minister stated.

He further disclosed that he had 
recently engaged with the Corps 
Marshal of the FRSC, Mr. Shehu 
Mohammed, to forge a partnership 
aimed at enforcing strict regulations 

Lokpobiri Visits Jigawa Tanker Explosion 
Site, Seeks Stricter Safety Measures
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Adibe emenyonu in Benin City  

Edo State chapter of the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), yesterday, 
urged Governor Godwin Obaseki to 
stop securing loans, noting that the 
N9 billion loan recently approved 
by the House of Assembly was 
needless and will plunge the state 
into financial distress.

But in a swift reaction, the 
Edo State Government said it 
was perplexed to learn of what 
it termed “laughable and incredibly 
ridiculous tantrums attributed to 
the new acting chairman of the 
Edo State chapter of APC, Jarret 
Tenebe where he made baseless 
and spurious allegations on the 
fiscal management of our dear 
state by the Governor Godwin 
Obaseki-led government.”

Addressing a press conference 
yesterday, Tenebe had said the state 
was already suffering under a debt 
profile of N135 billion and $35.6 
billion.

He said, "While it is a monumen-
tal disaster that Edo State patrimony 

has been swindled by Obaseki-led 
administration with an unassail-
able, humongous debt profile of 
N135 billion and $35.6 billion, 
the governor is unyielding and 
unstoppable in his characteristic 
design to leave Edo State in ruin, 
by asking for a facility of N17.5 
billion few days ago, which was 
said to be N9 billion."

Tenebe, said "It is important 
to state, that it is now in public 
and political space that the 
fiscal budget of Edo State was 
passed few weeks ago before the 
Edo State House of Assembly 
proceeded on leave without the 
commencement of the execution 
of the budget by the executive. 
It is most disheartening that the 
Edo State Government now is 
requesting for a facility of N17.5 
billion with no corollary of project 
attached there to the said facility 
and also that the facility is not 
contained as loan to be taken in 
the 2024 fiscal budget just recently 
passed. A cursory perusal of the 
entire budget does not reveal where 
the project for the facility is ever 

captured.
"Information at the behest of the 

members of the Edo State House of 
Assembly is to the effect that they 
were recalled from their holiday 
or leave by the Speaker on the 
request of the state governor for 
the immediate approval of the 
said facility which according to 
them is said to be N9 billion 
but as event unfolded, after 
the mammoth request by the 
opposition in the House as to 
the rationale for a facility as 

stupendous as N9 billion for 
fathom projects which only 
existed in the imagination of 
the governor, it was discovered 
that the facility was not even N9 
billion but a figure wrapped in 
secrecy as much as N17.5 billion 
to which the opposition in the 
house rejected and or refused 
to be part of the approval.

But in its reaction, the Edo 
State Government stated that 
the Edo APC was “obviously 
pained by the achievements of 

the state Governor, Mr. Godwin 
Obaseki across all sectors of the 
state over the past seven years.”

“Tenebe has been on a frenzy 
looking for lies to tell since 
he assumed office as Acting 
Chairman. Rather than focus 
on reawakening his completely 
comatose party, which is unable 
to provide constructive criticisms 
expected of a viable opposition, 
he has resorted to spreading 
misinformation in a desperate 
attempt to curry cheap popularity.

“In his infertile rambling, Tenebe 
made wild and completely off-the-
mark comments suggesting that 
Edo State is owing $35 billion. 
Even if that was what was written 
for him, he should have known 
that the figure is wrong and can't 
be true.

"In reality, our debt stock is not 
a secret and in fact, we are ‘under 
borrowed’. Emperor Tenebe would 
have known this if he understood 
the economics of governance, fiscal 
responsibility and debt-to-GDP ratio.

Edo APC, State Govt Trade Words 
over N9bn Fresh Loan Approval 

Kemi Olaitan in Ibadan 

The Director General, National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), 
Mallam Lanre Issa-Onilu, has 
announced plans to launch 
a 37,000 Citizens’ Brigade in 
primary schools across the country.

He made the disclosure while 
speaking with journalists in Ibadan 
during a working visit to Oyo 
State. 

He said 1,000 Citizens’ Brigade 
would be set up in each of the 
36 states and the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) to promote national 
values as of old, stating that the 
essence of the Brigade was to 
revive and rebuild the national 
values and create positive models 

among the youthful population.
He said the government is 

worried that about 72 per cent 
of the nation’s youthful population 
have become foreigners through 
the influence of cartoons and 
movies which are foreign in 
contents, values and cultures.

Issa-Onilu said as a way out 
of the malaise, NOA would soon 
launch a Mobile App containing 
indigenous cartoons through 
which local contents, national 
values and culture would be 
promoted.

According to him, "These vari-
ous policies are geared towards 
changing the narratives and the 
wrong impression that the outside 
world is having about the country.

“We are establishing, this 
year, 37,000 Citizens’ Brigade 
in Primary School. 1,000 in each 
state, including FCT, Abuja. These 
Citizens’ Brigade are going to be 
like Boys’ Scout and Girls’ Guild 
of the olden days.

“Across the world, Nigerians 
are known to be the smartest 
people on earth. This is a positive 
development but some people 
mischievously tend to portray 
us in negative light. But this is 
not who we are as a people.

“To change the negative nar-
ratives, we are setting up the 
Citizens’ Brigade to produce 
young Nigerians and create 
positive models to rebuild the 
national values."

Alex enumah in Abuja  

Justice Bolaji Olajuwon of a Fed-
eral High Court in Abuja, yesterday, 
dismissed the application by two 
Rivers State indigenes challenging 
the jurisdiction of the court to try 
them over alleged complicity in the 
burning of the Rivers State House of 
Assembly complex in Port Harcourt, 
Rivers State.

Chime Eguma Ezebalike and 
Prince Lukman Oladele, were 
among five persons charged with 
terrorism and murder. The others 
are Kenneth Goodluck Kpasa, Osiga 
Donald and Ochueja Thankgod.

They were last week arraigned 
on a seven-count criminal charge 

bordering on terrorism and murder.
Although, they pleaded not 

guilty to all the charges, the judge 
however, ordered that they be 
remanded at the Kuje Correctional 
Center, pending the hearing of 
their bail application fixed for 
February 2, as well as the motion 
of the 1st and 2nd defendants 
challenging the jurisdiction of 
the court to entertain the suit 
against them.

Ezebalike and Oladele had 
argued that by the provisions 
of the Terrorism Act, it is only the 
Attorney General of the Federation 
that can file any charge of terrorism 
against them.

Their lawyer, Mr. Lukman 

Fagbemi, SAN, submitted that 
the charge having been filed by 
the Inspector General of Police, was 
incompetent and asked the court to 
strike out counts 1,3,4,5,6, and 7 of 
the charge or strike strike out the 
entire suit for been incompetent.

Responding, Police lawyer, Mr. 
Simon Lough, SAN, urged the 
court to dismiss the application 
for lacking in merit.

According to Lough, besides 
Sections 4 and 66 of the Police 
Acts that empower them to bring 
the charge against the defendants, 
Section 5 and 99 of the Terrorism 
Act, shows that the police have 
powers to also initiate terrorism 
charges against the defendant.

Kemi Olaitan in Ibadan  

The Oyo State Government, yes-
terday, suspended Oba Gbolagade 
Muritala Babalola, as the Onido 
of Ido in Ido Local Government 
Area of the state.

The government, in a letter dated 
2nd of February, 2024 and signed 
by the Commissioner for Local 
Government and Chieftaincy 
Matters, Hon. Olusegun Olayiwola, 

indicated that Governor Seyi 
Makinde approved the suspension 
on 1st of February, 2024.

The letter read in part, "I wish to 
inform you that His Excellency, the 
Executive Governor of Oyo State of 
Nigeria, in exercise of the powers 
conferred on him by Sub-section 
1&2 of Section 26 of the Chiefs 
Law, Cap. 28 Vol I, Laws of Oyo 
State of Nigeria 2000 and by virtue 
of all other enabling powers in 

that regard, has approved your 
suspension as the Onido of Ido in 
the area of authority of Ido Local 
Government Area of Oyo State."

It directed Oba Babalola to hand 
over all government properties in 
his possession to the Chairman 
of Ido local government. In the 
meantime, the state government 
has vowed to hit hard at anyone, 
no matter how highly placed, who 
contravenes the law.

Mining Development: Nigeria, US 
Explore Areas of Strategic Partnership 

NOA DG: FG to Launch 37,000 Citizens' Brigade Nationwide 

Burning of Rivers Assembly Complex: Court Dismisses 
Application Challenging Competence of Charge  

Oyo Govt Suspends Monarch in Ibadan 

Charge d'Affairs, US Embassy, 
David Greene, in his office on 
Thursday, Alake lauded the United 
States’ commitment to fostering 
cooperation with Nigeria in diverse 
sectors of the economy, stating that 
it underscores the significance of the 
smooth bilateral relations between 
both countries.

“I thank you for your visit. I 
met the US Assistant Secretary of 
State for Energy Resources, Geoffrey 
Pyatt, on the sidelines of the Mines 
and Money conference in London 
past year, and we had a fruitful 
engagement. I did analyse all our 
issues, and fundamentally, we just 
want to diversify our economy 
from oil. Not just for our own 
economic survival but also to 
be in tune with global trends for 
reduction in global warming. We 

also want to be part of the move 
to reduce global emissions and put 
our mining sector on the global 
map. We have critical minerals 
that are in commercial demand 
globally,"Alake said. 

The minister welcomed partner-
ship with the US on investments in 
the mining value chain, expanding 
access to technology in extracting 
and processing minerals and 
securing mining areas.

Throwing light on reforms 
embarked upon by the federal gov-
ernment, the minister highlighted 
revised Community Development 
Agreement (CDA) guidelines 
geared towards reducing friction in 
host communities; on-going plans 
for new security architecture to 
secure natural resources; efforts 
to generate big geo-data; the 

formalisation of artisanal miners 
into cooperatives amongst others.

"The mining sector provides 
a veritable avenue for increased 
trade between Nigeria and the United 
States, especially in the area of value 
addition, which implies processing 
of extracted minerals and setting up 
factories here. We would also require 
financing from multilateral institutions 
for our local operators. We are provid-
ing incentives for  investments like 
tax waivers for mining equipment, 
policy of full repatriation of profits 
to home countries amongst others," 
Alake emphasised. 

In his remarks, the US Ambas-
sador commended the renewed 
interest of Nigeria in solid minerals, 
stressing that the sector has huge 
potentials to rival the contribution 
of oil to the nation's economy. 

lid Minerals Development, 
Dr. Dele Alake, has described 
the United States as Nigeria’s 
longstanding ally and strategic 
partner for the nation’s mining 
sector development.

Speaking while receiving 

STrATeGIC ALLIANCe TO SANITISe FX MArKeT…
 L-R: Minister of Finance and Coordinating Minister of the Economy of Nigeria, Wale Edun; Chairman,  Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC),  Ola Olukoyede and the Governor, Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Olayemi Cardoso, in a Strategic Alliance to Stimulate the forex market in Abuja…yesterday

regarding the certification of tanker 
drivers. 

“This collaboration with the FRSC 
will be pivotal in preventing similar 
accidents in the future,”  Lokpobiri 
added.

Namadi, while receiving the 
minister, thanked the federal 
government for its support and 

expressed his concern over the 
frequent occurrence of tanker-related 
accidents in the state. 

“We are truly pained by this loss, 
and it is our hope that through 
stronger regulations and partnerships, 
we can prevent these tragedies from 
recurring,” the governor said.

At the incident site in Majiya Town, 

Lokpobiri appealed to Nigerians to 
cooperate with the government in 
avoiding scenes of accidents. 

“We urge citizens to resist the 
temptation of getting close to such 
incidents. It is crucial for public safety. 
The federal government is committed 
to ensuring that such occurrences 
are minimised and our efforts will 

ensure safer roads for Nigerians,” 
the minister assured.

Lokpobiri reiterated the federal 
government’s commitment to 
strengthening regulations and safety 
standards in the transportation of 
petroleum products, assuring the 
people of Jigawa state of continued 
support during this difficult time.

Shettima, Swedish PM agree to deepen collaboration, strategic partnerships 
between Nigeria, Sweden

STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIP... 
L – R:  Plateau State Governor, Caleb Mutfwang ;  Minister of Foreign Affairs, Amb. Yusuf Tuggar;  Senior Vice President and Head of Market Area Middle East & Africa at Ericsson, Patrick Johansson; Vice President Kashim 
Shettima;   Country Manager, Ericsson Nigeria,  Peter Olusoji Ogundele ;  Corporate Officer for Ericsson Group, Mikael Bäck and Minister for Communications and Digital Economy, Dr. 'Bosun Tijani, during a meeting with top 
executives of Ericsson at Ericsson's Global Headquarters in Kista, north of Stockholm, Sweden…yesterday
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Emmanuel Addeh in Abuja 

The Transmission Company 
of Nigeria (TCN) yesterday 
announced that two towers 
along its 330kV Shiroro–Kaduna 
transmission lines one and two 
had been vandalised, damaging 
parts of both transmission lines.

In a statement in Abuja by its 
General Manager, Public Affairs, 
Ndidi Mbah, the government-
owned organisation stressed 
that its officials discovered the 
damage during a patrol after 
the two lines tripped.

“According to reports from 
the Shiroro Regional office of 
TCN, the 330kV transmission 
line one tripped first, followed 
shortly by the second, as efforts 
were still ongoing to reclose the 
first line, prompting the urgent 
mobilisation of local vigilantes 
to patrol the lines.

“This led to the discovery of 
two damaged towers, towers 
T133 and tower T 136, with 
their cables badly damaged at 

several points,” the TCN said.
It added that arrangements 

were in top gear to deploy the 
newly procured "emergency 
restoration system" to the site, 
pending the reconstruction of 
the damaged towers.

“TCN has also conducted an 
aerial survey in collaboration 
with security operatives, 
given the area's vulnerability 
to banditry, which poses a 
significant threat to both TCN 
installations and personnel.

“In the interim, our engineers 
have implemented a temporary 
measure to supply bulk power 
to the Kaduna and Kano 
regions via the 330kV Kaduna 
– Jos transmission line,” the 
organisation explained.

The vandalised Shiroro-
Kaduna 330kV lines 1&2, the 
transmission company said. are 
vital lines through which bulk 
power is transmitted to parts 
of the North West region, with 
each line capable of carrying 
600MW.

Oghenevwede Ohwovoriole in Abuja 

The Ministry of Petroleum Resources 
and other stakeholders in the oil 
and gas sector have called for the 
full implementation of the 2021 
Petroleum Industry Act (PIA) for 
economic growth.

The Permanent Secretary in the 
ministry, Amb. Nicholas Ella and 
other stakeholders made the call at 
a one-day stakeholders' engagement 
organised by Young Innovators of 
Nigeria (YIN) in Abuja 

The event was themed, 'Harnessing 
the Petroleum Industry Act (PIA) as 
a Catalyst for Investment in Nigeria’s 
Oil and Gas Sector'.

Ella, who was represented by the 
Director, Midsream and Downstream, 
Mr. Mohammed Abubakar, recalled 

the enactment of the PIA in 2021,which 
targeted to promote efficiency, boost 
transparency, and enhance sustainable 
practices.

"The PIA also marks a new chapter 
for investors, providing clarity and 
stability in fiscal regimes, which are 
essential for fostering both local and 
international investment.

"In 2023, Nigeria saw a rebound in 
oil production, averaging 1.4 million 
barrels per day in the third quarter, 
a significant improvement from the 
previous year.

"This resurgence was driven 
largely by the enhanced operational 
environment fostered by the PIA, as 
well as the continued efforts to combat 
oil theft and pipeline vandalism.

"I encourage all stakeholder, 
whether from government, industry, 

investment, or host communities, to 
focus on actionable outcomes that 
will maximise the benefits of the 
PIA," he said.

According to him,with the PIA, 
Nigeria is ready to lead Africa in 
energy investments, attract global 
capital, and maintain its pivotal role 
in the international energy arena.

Executive Secretary of Petroleum 
Technology Development Fund 
(PTDF), Mr. Ahmed Galadima, said 
that they had engaged in human 
capacity development, research 
and development for technology 
innovations and institutional 
development to support energy 
transition and gas development 
initiatives.

Speaking through the Deputy 
General Manager, Education and 

Training Department, Mohammed 
Abdulraman, he said PTDF was 
committed to aligning its strategies 
with the key drivers of the PIA to 
enhance local participation.

"We will ensure that Nigeria benefits 
fully from its hydrocarbon wealth and 
the government’s efforts in energy 
transition. 

"We have a comprehensive 
roadmap that focuses on expanding 
our partnerships with international 
research and academic Institutions, 
oil companies (IOCs), and multilateral 
organisations.

"This will support skills transfer, 
enhance capacity building, and 
integrate cutting-edge technology 
into Nigerian operations that will 
enhance the oil and gas value chain," 
he said.

Petroleum Ministry, Other Stakeholders 
Seek Full Implementation of PIA

Deji Elumoye in Abuja and Bennett 
Oghifo in Lagos 

President Bola Tinubu, former President 
Goodluck Jonathan and Lagos State 
Governor, Babajide Sanwo-Olu, have 
commiserated with the government and 
people of Imo State over the passing 
of the President-General of Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, Chief Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu, 
who died at the age of 81.

Jonathan, former Senate President 
Ayim Pius Ayim, and former Imo State 
Governor, Chief Achike Udenwa, were 
among the dignitaries who gathered at 
the service of songs held for the late 
newspaper proprietor in Abuja, yesterday.

In a tribute to the deceased personally 
signed by him yesterday, the President 
while mourning the astute businessman 
described the demise of the renowned 

politician as a great loss to the Nigerian 
nation.

Tinubu in the lengthy tribute stated, 
"The late Chief Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu 
was a colossus of many parts. In sports, 
he was a pioneer; in business, he was 
ingenious and resourceful; in politics, 
he was astute; and in philanthropy, he 
was relentless. 

"The late President-General of 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo served the nation 
in many official capacities. He was 
the founding chairman of the Raw 
Materials and Research Development 
Council (RMRDC) and the Nigerian 
Investment Promotion Commission 
(NIPC) chairman. 

"He also served as chairman of the 
Federal Road Maintenance Agency 
(FERMA) board, founding chairman 
of the Nigerian National Lottery, and 

chairman of the National Orthopaedic 
Hospital, Igbobi. I mourn the passing of 
this illustrious son of Nigeria.”

"I recall his sports exploits with the 
Iwuanyanwu Nationale Football Club, 
now Heartland F.C., which he founded in 
1985. Thanks to his acclaimed facility for 
excellence, the club won several national 
and international championships. He was 
a significant factor in Nigeria's sports 
development.  

"Chief Iwuanyanwu was enterprising. 
He believed in Nigeria's human and 
material abundance and fecundity, and 
his investments across sectors and the 
nation attest to this,” Tinubu added.

Jonathan paid tribute to the deceased, 
describing him as a remarkable politician, 
business tycoon, and philanthropist who 
positively impacted lives. 

At the Service of Songs held in 

Abuja, Jonathan recalled Iwuanyanwu's 
guidance and support throughout his 
political journey.

"The late Chief Emmanuel 
Iwuanyanwu was a great adviser 
and source of support in his political 
journey from a commissioner until when 
he became the president of Nigeria,” 
he added.

Speaking further, the former president 
said Chief Iwuanyanwu was a significant 
contributor to the society. 

“As a businessman, he established 
airline, road construction, sports outfit 
and even in the media industry, " he said.

Udenwa described the late 
Iwuanyanwu as a fearless leader, who 
was humble and generous despite his 
wealth, and a mentor to many.

"We are here to give honour to a 
great leader, father, and mentor who has 

Enugu State Govt Demolishes Kidnappers' Stronghold
In furtherance of its relentless war 
against kidnapping and criminality in 
Enugu State, the state government has 
again reduced to rubbles, a kidnappers’ 
den at Nike in Enugu East Local 
Government Area of the state.

The twin semi-detached bungalows 
located at Nokpa, near Alulu, Nike had 
been serially used to house kidnapped 
victims pending their ransom payment 
and was demolished in line with 
Section 315 (Second Amendment) 
of the Criminal Code Law, Cap 30, 

Laws of Enugu State, according to 
the state government.

Briefing journalists after the 
operation yesterday, Chairman of the 
Enugu Capital Territory Development 
Authority, Hon. Uche Anya, reiterated 
Governor Peter Mbah’s determination 
to wipe out every vestige of kidnappers 
and violent criminals in the state, 
insisting that “this is an open warfare 
and will not stop until we wipe out 
the criminal elements.”

“On 27th of September, at about 

7p.m., this gang of hardened criminals 
abducted one Chibuoke Charles and 
Mr. Emma Okeke around the Federal 
University of Allied Health Sciences 
(formerly Federal School of Dental 
Technology and Therapy), Trans Ekulu, 
Enugu, and took them to this den. 
They were able to get ransom for 
one, and hoped to get a ransom of 
N40m from the other victim.

“Their hit team disappeared to their 
stronghold in Imo State, not knowing 
that the security agencies were on their 

trail. Thank God for the sophisticated 
security infrastructure that Governor 
Mbah has procured for the state and 
thanks to the brilliance and bravery of 
the police crack squad. The gang was 
overpowered and arrested. They took 
the crack team to this notorious den.

“Members of their gang guarding 
the kidnap victim opened fire on rescue 
team, but were equally overpowered 
and neutralised in the process of 
rescuing the victim. This happened 
on 29th of September.

mentored so many people politically 
who have held great political positions 
in Abuja and outside the country.

"When I was a governor of Imo state, 
he was very close to me. I found his 
company very encouraging, supporting, 
and assuring,” he said.

The National Burial Committee 
Chairman, Senator Ben Obi , highlighted 
Iwuanyanwu's selfless service to the 
Igbo nation and Nigeria. His legacy 
will be deeply missed.

Other dignitaries who graced the 
Service of Songs were Chief Emeka 
Ihedioha, Sen. Ken Nnamani and 
Senator Rochas Okorocha.

Sanwo-Olu had a Service of Songs 
held in Lagos on Thursday, eulogised 
the late President-General of Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, saying he was a man of great 
vision, of passion, of boundless energy, 
and that his life was a testament of a 
real ruler.

Sanwo-Olu said, “I stand before 
you today to honour the memory of 
an extraordinary Nigerian, the late 
Chief Dr. Emmanuel Chukwuemeka 
Iwuanyanwu. Chief Iwuanyanwu was 
a man of great vision, was a man of 
passion, of boundless energy, his life 

was a testament of what it means to 
be a real ruler. He was the patron and 
the dedicated servant to the growth and 
progress of not only the Igbo land but 
also the economy of Nigeria. In every 
goal, he embodied excellence.”

He also praised the late President-
General of Ohanaeze Ndigbo’s 
business acumen and his foray in 
politics, saying, “Chief Iwuanyanwu 
built the Iwuanyanwu Group into a 
powerhouse, an enviable business and 
several industries. His contribution in 
the media space gave birth to what 
we know today as championism. 
He amplified the voice of the less 
privileged, and he gave hope to the 
hopeless, strengthening the voice of 
the Free Press in our country.

“His commitment to youth and to 
youth development is equally inspiring. 
He founded the famous Iwuanyanwu 
Nationale Football Club. And for people 
that love sport, young followers could 
pursue their dream. They could see the 
vision in aspiring to take sport to the 
highest level. He was able to use it to 
empower the youth as a testament of 
his dedication to shaping the future of 
our nation.

Again, Vandals Destroy 
TCN Towers Along Shiroro-
Kaduna Transmission Lines

Tinubu, Jonathan, Anyim, Udenwa, Sanwo-Olu 
Say Iwuanyanwu’s Demise Great Loss to Nigeria

PAYING FINAL RESPECTS TO LATE CHIEF EMMANUEL IWUANYANWU… 
L-R: Former President Goodluck Jonathan; Deputy Governor of Imo State, Mrs. Chinyere Ekomaru, and her husband Dr. Ekomaru, at the service of songs in honour of Late President of Ohanaeze Ndi Igbo, Chief 
Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu in Abuja… yesterday														               PHOTO: MUDASHIRU ATANDA
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Edo Govt Gives Okpebholo 48 Hours to 
Provide Evidence to Looting Allegations

Fubara Approves N85,000 Minimum Wage for Rivers Civil Servants

The Edo State Government has given 
Senator Monday Okpebholo 48 hours to 
substantiate the looting and vandalism 
allegations, which he levelled against 
the government.

This comes as a joint-session of the 
Transition Committees for the Edo 
State Government and Okpebholo 
held its inaugural meeting yesterday, 
in Benin City.

In a statement by the Special Adviser 
to the Edo State Governor on Media 
Projects, Crusoe Osagie, the government 

challenged Okpebholo to provide 
the names of banks from which the 
government has taken any loans in 
the last three months according to 
his allegations or any other evidence 
to validate his spurious and baseless 
claims, in line with the principle that 
he who alleges must prove.

He said, "The Edo State Government 
is giving a 48-hour ultimatum to Senator 
Monday Okpebholo to provide verifiable 
proof to substantiate his claims that 
government officials are looting and 

vandalising assets in the state.
"We are a very serious government 

and there is no room for such spurious 
and unfounded allegations which is 
why we are demanding that Okpebholo 
and his handlers should within the 
next 48 hours provide credible and 
verifiable proof to substantiate their 
claims.

"Okpehbolo must understand that the 
business of governance in Edo State is 
very serious,  and the office of Governor 
is not for palace jesters.

"It is on this ground that we demand 
that he, within the next 48 hours, provide 
empirical evidence to substantiate his 
spurious looting allegations against the 
state government."

"Otherwise, he must tender 
unreserved apology to the State 
Government" Osagie averred.

Meanwhile, the joint-session of 
the Transition Committees for the 
Edo State Government and Senator 
Monday Okpebholo held its inaugural 
meeting yesterday.

Blessing Ibunge in Port Harcourt 

Rivers State Governor, Siminalayi 
Fubara, has approved the payment 
of N85,000 new minimum wage 
for workers under the civil service 
employment of the state government.

This is as Governor Fubara has 
also approved the release of official 
vehicles to all recorgnised traditional 
rulers in the state.

The agreement for the payment 
of the minimum wage was reached 
during a closed door meeting presided 
over by the governor and attended 
by representatives of organised labour 
under the auspices of the Joint Public 
Service Negotiating Council in the 
state at Government House in Port 

Harcourt, yesterday.
Speaking with journalists after the 

meeting, the Head of Rivers State Civil 
Service, Dr. George Nwaeke, who 
spoke on behalf of the government, 
affirmed that Governor Fubara has 
approved a new minimum wage of 
N85,000, adding that payment will 
take effect in November, 2024.

Dr. Nwaeke said: "He (Governor 
Fubara) has pronounced a figure 
that is higher than the National 
Minimum Wage. He pronounced a 
sum of N85,000.00, which is higher 
than the minimum wage that was 
prescribed nationally.

"So, as the Head of Service and a 
major stakeholder in the labour family, 
I am very happy to say that the Rivers 

State civil servants have never had 
it this good since the inception of 
this state. 

"The labour union leaders and all 
the other major stakeholders were 
happy with this development," he 
added.

Responding to possible payment 
of arrears Nwaeke, said it is yet to 
be determined because a technical 
committee has been set up to critically 
work out a tenable payment chart, 
which will cater to issues of arrears.

He clarified, "Issues of arrears will 
be worked out by the committee that 
I am going to be deputy to the SSG. 
We are already going to work on it in 
a technical committee that will now 
get the nitty gritty of the payment 

and inform the press later."
On his part, the Rivers State 

Chairman of the Joint Public Service 
Negotiating Council, Emecheta Chuku, 
explained that it is their first meeting 
with Governor Fubara to discuss the 
issue of the new minimum wage as 
approved by the Federal Government 
of Nigeria.

Chuku said that the approval of 
the new minimum wage is appeasing 
to the labour leaders, adding that it 
demonstrates love for the workers. 

He explained, "For the governor 
to come, against all the crisis, against 
all the things that he is facing and 
more, to say he will pay N85,000.00 
minimum wage, I think our hearts 
are full of joy.

Kemi Olaitan in Ibadan  

The Pan-Yoruba socio-political 
organisation, Afenifere, has felicitated 
with the Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye 
Enitan Ogunwusi, on his 50th 
birthday. 

The group in a statement by its 
Deputy Leader, Oba Oladipo Olaitan, 
and National Publicity Secretary, 
Prince Justice Faloye, said its Leader, 
Chief Ayo Adebanjo, wished the 
monarch happy birthday.

The statement read, "Jingbinni Bi 
Ate Akun, Ojaja fidi Ote jale Odundun 
Oba asode dero! Arole Oodua! E ku 
Odun o! Emi yin a gun! Ki Ade pe 
Lori, Ki Bata pe lese. 

"We wish you a great year and a 
fulfilling prosperous decade ahead. 

"May we continue to enjoy your 
peaceful, equitable and progressive 
reign of the Oduduwa House.

"Happy Golden Anniversary 
Oonirisa!"

Also a group, the Ooni Caucus, 
congratulated Oba Ogunwusi on his 
50th birthday, stating that his reign 
has been a beacon of hope, unity 
and cultural renaissance. 

The group in a statement titled, 

'A Tribute to Ooni of Ife, Babatunde 
Adeyeye Ènìtan Ogunwusi Ojaja II, 
Golden Jubilee of Grace and Wisdom' 
by its Coordinator, Balogun Akin 
Osuntokun and General Secretary, Dr. 
Yomi Layinka, said it is celebrating 
not just 50 years of the life of the 
monarch who is its Principal, but 
rather the profound impact he has 
had on the Yoruba race and beyond.

It added that his ascension to 
the throne of his forefathers has 
quickened the pace for economic 
empowerment for the people of 
Yorubaland through the many 
endowments, grants, foundations 
development ventures he has 
personally launched and funded. 

"Your messages of unity and peace 
resonate deeply. Your efforts in conflict 
resolution and community building 
have strengthened the bonds within 
the Yorùbá race and with other ethnic 
groups, 

"As we celebrate this golden jubilee, 
we look forward to a future where the 
Yoruba race continues to thrive under 
the guidance of Ooni Ogunwusi. May 
your reign continue to be filled with 
wisdom, piety, surplusity and peace", 
the group said. 

Afenifere, Group Rejoice with 
Ooni of Ife on His 50th Birthday

David-Chyddy Eleke in Awka  

The Obi of Onitsha Kingdom, His 
Royal Majesty, Alfred Nnaemeka 
Achebe, has called on President 

Bola Tinubu to convoke a security 
and economic summit in the country 
to tackle the problems of insecurity 
and hardship.

Achebe made the remark while 

speaking at this year's Onitsha Ofala 
festival; a traditional festival of the 
people of his kingdom.

He said: "At Ofala last year, I stated 
that the previous 12 months were 

marked by uncertainties occasioned by 
the aftermaths of the general elections, 
which was further exacerbated by 
the continuing insecurity and the 
effects of the sudden removal of the 

NLNG Recognises Contribution of Media to The 
Nigeria Prizes, Institutes Energy Reporting Prize
Bennett Oghifo 

It was a rare fun time for a select 
group of journalists when the Nigeria 
LNG Limited (NLNG) hosted a special 
prize event for them in Lagos recently.

They celebrated the media for 
its contribution to the development 
of The Nigeria Prize for Literature 

and The Nigeria Prize for Science in 
the last 20 years, recognising media 
stakeholders for their dedication and 
commitment to the coverage of the 
Prizes.

At an event titled, 'Celebrating 
the Voices of Impact', the company 
also announced the sponsorship 
of a new prize category at the 

prestigious Diamond Awards for 
Media Excellence (DAME) called 
'The NLNG Prize for Energy 
Reporting'.

The event featured a keynote 
speech by Mrs. Funke Egbemode, 
former President of the Nigerian 
Guild of Editors and ex-Commissioner 
for Information and Orientation in 

Osun State. Additionally, a fireside 
chat on “Leveraging Technology 
for Media Curation Advancement 
and Efficiency” was held, with Tayo 
Fagbule, Editor of BusinessDay, and 
Tolu Ogunlesi, former Special Assistant 
on Digital Media to the President, as 
speakers. The session was moderated 
by Àníkeadé Fúnkè Treasure.

fuel price subsidy. 
"Unfortunately, the well-being 

of the polity has declined even 
more steeply in the last 12 months 
leading to a 10-day national 
protest in August 2024, tagged 
#Endbadgovernance. 

"The two areas of most concern 
are the economy and security. Their 
combined effects are the spiraling 
rise in the cost of living, business 
closures, loss of employment, a 
general feeling of hopelessness, 
and lack of trust in the government."

He added that several individuals 
and organisations, including High 
Chief Gani Adams, The Patriots, 
League of Nigerian Columnists, 
Yoruba Council of Elders, Afenifere, 
Arewa Consultative Forum, others, 
have variously drawn the attention 
of the government to the looming 
catastrophe if no constructive action 
is taken to reverse the decline.

"On our part, we urge Mr. 
President to also consider alternative 
views and urgently convene a 
non-partisan national economic and 
security summit to forge a collective 
way forward for the country."

Speaking on security in the 
South-east and especially in his 
domain Onitsha, he lamented that 
crime has increased, just as Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo of Anambra 
State has denied provision of any 
additional subvention for local 
security, yet threatening to hold 
traditional rulers accountable for 
crime in their locality.

"The most pressing challenge we 
faced during the last 12 months 
remained inadequate funding for 
our two Vigilante teams, namely, 
the State Government sponsored 
Anambra Vigilante Group (AVG) 
and our local Onitsha Community 
Vigilante Unit (OCVU). 

"The state government had earlier 
doubled its contribution for the AVG 
of N10,000 each from 10 to 20 persons. 
That still left our community and 
others with a significant additional 
cost since the actual salaries of the 
AVG members range from N25,000 
to N30,000 per month, in addition to 
the cost of equipment and supplies. 

"The burden has now increased 
with the newly approved minimum 
wage of N70,000 per month. 

Obi of Onitsha Tells Tinubu to 
Convoke Security, Economic Summit

YOUTH EMPOWERED PROGRAMME… 
L-R: Corporate Affairs and Sustainability Lead, Nigeria Bottling Company Limited  (NBC), Olukemi Ogunsakin; Rector, Moshood Abiola  Polytechnic,  Dr. Adeoye David Odedeji;  Deputy Governor of Ogun State, Mrs.Noimot Salako-Oyedele; 
Special Adviser to the Ogun State Governor and Deputy Director General, Ogun State Investment  Promotion and Facilitation Agency (OgunInvest), Mrs. Sola Arobieke; Director,  Execution Excellence, NBC, Mr. Ahmed Alao, at the #Youth 
Empowered Programme held in Abeokuta, Ogun State… recently
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State govt, governor-elect’s teams meet, draw up framework for engagement of joint transition c'ttee

 Laments insecurity, hardship in Nigeria



The African Freethought Music and Art Festival is a dream come 
true because for some years we have been contemplating and 
pondering how music and the art enterprise could be used to 
further the values of humanism and freethought, or better how 

the humanist and freethought movement could incorporate music and 
other artistic facilities in its work, campaigns, and programs. Thanks to the 
support of many including those far and near, that dream is becoming a 
reality. African freethought music festival is birthed. African freethought 
festival has come to stay. For too long, nontheistic organizations have 
focused on faulting and criticizing religious doctrines and actors. Of course 
that is an important obligation. The nontheistic movement has been preoc-
cupied with bemoaning how religion or theism has hijacked, dominated, 
and driven the moral, and yes the art enterprise. But limited attention has 
been paid to getting a seat at the table with faith groups, and highlighting 
alternative goods that the humanist and freethought movement could 
offer. This event is an effort in that direction. Titled Unchained Melodies, 
Art, and African Awakening, this event invites us to explore and celebrate 
songs, rhythms, and art forms in free and unfettered ways.

In situating these welcome notes, I am using the metaphor of the 
Talking Drum. The Talking Drum is one of the oldest musical instruments 
in the region. It exemplifies renditions that speak and convey messages, 
nuggets of wisdom, and pellets of insights. It shows that drumming is 
not merely a production of sound or rhythm; it is some performance or 
composition, but also a means of communication and information, a form 
of conversation and discussion. The Talking Drum 
entertains, instructs, nourishes, and awakens. This 
musical instrument speaks and has communicated 
messages and instructions over the ages.

This event is meant to get the public to know, ap-
preciate, and listen to the humanist and freethinking 
talking drums, to skeptical, rationalist rhythms and 
lyrics that beckon us to free ourselves from dogmas, 
to think and rethink received knowledge and 
ideas, to create, recreate, and reexamine beliefs and 
assumptions that too often encumber social, moral 
and intellectual progress. The freethought talking 
drum nudges us to interrogate ideas and practices 
taken for granted, and given a free pass as a culture, 
religion, tradition, or philosophy; those ideas and 
impulses that continue to shape our lives for good or 
ill. The talking drum instrumentalizes humanism, and 
musical humanism. It awakens to those realizations 
that enrich our humanity.

Humanism is rooted in the power and ability of 
humans to express and actualize themselves, their 
potential and possibilities to communicate, exert, and 
exercise their minds, ingenuity, rights, and values. 
Freethought stands for a thought that is free, and 
freedom that is thoughtful. Over the years, assump-

tions and communications have turned into cultures, traditions, religions, 
and philosophies that hamper thoughts that are free or freedom that is 
thoughtful. Music and art should be deployed to resist these dark and 
destructive tendencies. We must deploy the talking drums, performances, 
compositions, and improvisations to further a cultural renaissance, human 
development, and enlightenment. 

At a time when Nigeria is experiencing unprecedented socioeconomic 
difficulties, the role of freethought music and other artistic forms cannot 
be overemphasized. Nigeria needs talking drums, the freethinking talking 
drums, to speak and communicate those uncomfortable truths that we 
tend to avoid, ignore, or refuse to hear at our own peril. 

The African continent needs alluring tunes of the talking drum to 
combat witch-hunting, ritual abuse, religious extremism, ethnic bigotry, 
poverty, and underdevelopment. Africans need to explore the role of 
music and other forms of art in addressing these existential threats and 
challenges. Africa needs the talking drum in harnessing thoughts, and 
ideas that are necessary for African awakening and emancipation. I invite 
you all, young and old, male and female, students and teachers, parents 
and Guardians, able and not so able, rich and poor, to join hands in 
celebrating and inspiring humanist and freethought sounds and songs, 
lyrics and rhythms, poems and prose, unchained melodies and art across 
Nigeria and beyond.
Leo Igwe was a corganizer of the African Freethought Music and Art 
Festival
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Unchained Melodies, Art, and African Awakening

A crash too many...

When President Muhammadu Buhari took over the reins of 
power on May 29, 2015, Nigeria was sadly a broken state in 
many respects. As a result of many other factors including bad 
governance and untold level of corruption, government could not 

live up to its financial obligations to citizens and service providers at both the 
federal and state levels.

Indeed one of the first official assignments that President Buhari carried 
out was the approval of billions of Naira in bailout funds to enable state 
governors pay something as basic as workers’ salaries. Granting those bailout 
funds was a huge boost to national security because the pressure of arrears 
of unpaid monthly salaries building dangerously all over the country was a 
ticking bomb. 

Ask the naysayers and they would readily remind you of how long it 
took President Buhari to appoint his ministers and how that contributed to 
collapse of the economy as if, without ministers, governance was frozen. 
But buying that narrative would amount to what a famous Nigerian writer, 
Chimamanda Adichie, termed “the danger of a single story”. Yet the whole 
story was that many of our citizens did not know how decrepit a state 
President Buhari inherited in 2015. 

It was therefore necessary for him to take stock against the background 
of the fact that the departing government did not, reportedly, cooperate full 
well with the incoming government in terms of leaving workable handover 
notes. Although President Goodluck Jonathan was gracious in defeat, many 
of his appointees were still sulking over what they saw as their personal 
losses and therefore pulled all the stops to make things difficult for the 
Buhari government.  

Even with the obvious and unpatriotic obscurantist behaviour of the PDP 
appointees and their supporters still in government hell-bent on making 
things difficult for Buhari, the President moved on with his methodical repair 
of a broken country. The first thing he did was to identify all possible sources 
of income to the nation and directed that all inflows be 
paid into one single account in line with the policy of 
Single Treasury Account (TSA). 

The TSA policy, interestingly, was mooted by the 
PDP government but its penchant for imprudence 
and lack of accountability denied it the courage of 
implementing the policy. What the President literally 
did was to gather all the nation’s money into one box 
and locked it up with a big padlock and watched for 
any thief to come close.

Who can blame the President for almost developing 
paranoia over the safeguard of the national treasury 
with revelations and reports of mind-boggling looting 
that took place in the 16 years of the PDP? With 
such disclosures of how billions meant for fighting 
insurgency in the Northeast ended up in the pockets of 
a few individuals while our gallant soldiers fought with 
bare hands and on empty stomach, President Buhari 
was duty bound to bring sanity and accountability back 
in national spending. 

Thus, under President Buhari, the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC), which had 
remained comatose for years, was woken up to resume 
its duties. Apart from the trillions of Naira of looted 
funds and property recovered from corrupt politicians 

by the EFCC, President Buhari by his action has successfully brought back to 
the public consciousness the need to treat public funds with the highest level 
of transparency and accountability. 

After keeping treasury looters on their toes and at bay through the 
EFCC, particularly, President Buhari moved to curb unnecessary spending 
habits of the nation on what economists call articles of ostentation. Part 
of the disclosures of the President’s stock taking was how the country 
frittered away billions in foreign currency by importing goods, which can 
be produced at home. One of such items was rice, a major staple among 
Nigerians. By banning rice importation into the country, the President on one 
hand had saved the nation billions in foreign currency annually. 

And, on the other hand, the President has boosted domestic production 
of rice and in the process had nudged the country into self sufficiency in 
food production. He also created millions of jobs for young people in the rice 
value chain.

What is most admirable about President Buhari and his government is 
its frugal management of scarce national resources to attain optimum goals. 
Recall that since President Buhari stepped in the saddle, oil revenue dropped 
abysmally as if to sabotage him knowing all the big promises he made to 
citizens during his campaigns. But with the little resources that trickle in, the 
President is achieving what governments that received oil windfalls could 
not dream of. 

Today, the trains are up and running daily from Abuja to Kaduna. And 
from Lagos to Ibadan a brand new rail track was started and completed; 
citizens are already commuting daily to and fro these two major cities in the 
country seamlessly as they reap from the dividends of democracy. And with 
the way this government is going, before 2023 when the President would 
leave, the entire country would be linked by rail with all of its economic 
advantages. 
Ainofenokhai Ojeifo, Abuja
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What a waste!

The Advocacy for Alleged Witches (AfAW) 
urges the Nigerian public to stop ritual 
attacks and killings because the notion 
of ritual money and wealth is completely 

baseless. AfAW is making this call following the 
reported arrest of suspected ritualists in Oyo State 
in southern Nigeria. The local media reported 
that members of the Western Nigeria Security 
Network, Amotekun, arrested suspected ritualists 
with the body parts of a 73-year-old man. 

The suspects, who were apprehended in the 
Boluwaji area in Ibadan, said that a Muslim 
cleric asked them to procure some human body 
parts for rituals. Ritual attacks are widespread 
in Nigeria. Irrational conceptions of how to 
make money or become wealthy and successful 
undergird these atrocities. Many Nigerians 
strongly believe in blood money, known in 
some local languages as Ogun Owo (Yoruba) 
or Ogwu ego (Igbo). They think that they 
could become rich, or successful through ritual 
sacrifice. Unfortunately, this is not the case. 
Ritual wealth has no basis in reason, science, 
or reality. Home movies known as Africa 
magic or Nollywood films have not helped 
matters. These movies continue to reinforce 
these mistaken notions and other superstitions. 

Families, churches, mosques, and other public 
institutions do not encourage the interrogation 
of these traditional occult beliefs. There are 
no robust efforts to criticize or dispel these 
irrational and paranormal claims in schools, 
colleges, and universities. So millions of 
Nigerians grow up blindly believing that they 
could make money through ritual sacrifice of 
human body parts. The belief has led many 
Nigerians to commit crimes and perpetrate 
atrocities. Many Nigerians have been jailed 
or are undergoing court trials due to ritual-
related attacks and murder.

Not too long ago, the police arrested some 
young Nigerians for stealing female pants, 
which they intended to use for ritual sacrifice. 
AfAW is asking all Nigerians to desist from 
ritual-related abuses because ritual money 
beliefs are baseless superstitions. Nigerian 
media, schools, and colleges should help 
educate and reorient the public. They should 
assist in reasoning Nigerians out of this 
killer-superstitious absurdity and nonsense.
Leo Igwe directs the Advocacy for Alleged 
Witches (AfAW)

Stop Ritual Attacks 
and Killings
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Not a few Nigerians are gratified by the improve-
ment in the power supply across the country in 
recent times.

However what is left to conjecture is whether the 
improvements are empirical phenomenal or a providence 
of nature. Whilst nature controlled events and occurrences 
are dictated by the interplay of seasons, technologically 
nuanced events are subject to scientific imperatives with 
experimental precision.

The Minister of Power, Mr. Adebayo Adelabu, recently 
said that more than 40 percent of Nigerians now enjoy 20 
hours of power supply daily across the country.

Basking on this euphoria, he further said the feat was 
achieved through revolutionary measures taken by the 
Ministry of Power, with the support of President Bola 
Tinubu, as part of his renewed hope agenda to galvanise 
economy.

Discerning consumers of power may not be too excited 
about the surge in power supply without a verifiable proof 
that those revolutionary measures he said his ministry took 
are anything novel and not the hackneyed spikes always 
recorded during raining seasons when dams including the 
popular Kanji Dam are retaining water at their peaks.

These nature induced spikes would aggravate a sharp 
drop in power supply during the dry seasons when 
the water at the dams begins to recede.

One would have expected the minister to speak on 
the efforts made on renewable energy sources in areas 
of solar and wind powered generation.

The power transition is not a rocket science, new 
data has shown that renewable sources accounted 
for 51.6 percent of the U.K’s electricity generation 
between April and June 2023.

Unless and until the minister could anchor his 
enthusiasm on specific technological innovations 
towards renewable energy transition, celebrating the 
20 hours of hydro-power supply is a fleeting  carousal 
that will keep the nation in a chokehold of epileptic 
power supply, incessant collapse of national grid and 
other dysfunctional outcomes that have bedeviled 
electricity production and distribution in Nigeria since 
independence.

The grid collapse at the height of rainfall as we 
have it now is a telling sign of a difficult supply in 
the next quarter except the government begins to 
ramp up investments that can mitigate technological 
obsolescence in various power platforms.
ESV Bukola Ajisola,bukymany@yahoo.com

20 Hours of Power Supply!
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Wike Sets up Committee on Audit of Buildings
Olawale Ajimotokan in Abuja  

Minister of the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT), Nyesom Wike, 
has ratified the establishment of 
a ministerial committee on Post 
Development Audit of Buildings in 
the Federal Capital City to lessen 
instances of building collapses in 
the nation's capital.

The Coordinator of Abuja 
Metropolitan Management Council 
(AMMC), Chief Felix Amechi 
Obuah, inaugurated the committee 

yesterday.
Membership of the committee 

is drawn from all the relevant 
FCT departments such as AEPB, 
Development Control, Urban and 
Regional Planning and Fire Services.

The committee will enhance 
provision of data on the 
consumption of the city's utilities 
and services such as water, electricity 
and connectivity to sewer line, which 
will also detect illegal connections to 
these facilities denying government 
revenue.

Obuah said the committee will 
be provided accurate records of all 
development permits issued, thereby 
reducing cases of unapproved 
development, illegal conversion 
of land use, and land grabbing.

He added that the minister set up 
the committee to take a cursory look 
at the trend of the city's development 
and chart a more robust future 
course for the its development in 
tandem with the Renewed Hope 
Agenda of President Bola Tinubu.

"The people that so appointed 

are professional in their different 
fields, so we don't have any doubt 
about their performance.

  "At least, we expect on or before 
six months, the committee would 
have come up with a comprehensive 
report  and recommendations to the 
Honourable Minister," he stressed.

Responding, the Chairman of the 
Committee, Mukhtar Galadima, who 
described its work as an onerous 
task, pledged that members of 
the committee would not let the 
authority down.

Over N2.9bn Disbursed to Families of NSCDC Officers Lost in Active Service

Fayose's Trial: N2bn Paid to Sylvan Mcnamara Account 
Was for Security Purposes, Witness Tells Court

Michael Olugbode in Abuja 

Over N2.9 billion has been awarded 
to families of personnel of the Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence Corps 
(NSCDC) who died in active service.

The NSCDC personnel have been 
rewarded with payments of over 2.9 
billon naira as insurance benefits.

Among the deceased who will 
benefit from the insurance cover 

enrolled by the NSCDC are Corps 
Commander Useni Nauokhi who 
died of shocks as a result of ambush 
laid by Boko Haram insurgents in 
Yobe State.

Nauokhi's next of kin received a 
cheque of N12.9 million on behalf of 
the family from the Commandant 
General of the Corps, Dr. Ahmed 
Audi, at the NSCDC Headquarters 
in Abuja, yesterday.

The daughter of Assistant 
Commandant General, (ACG) Helen 
Amakiri Omavvayen also collected a 
cheque of N23.5 million as benefits 
for her mother who died in active 
service last year.

Others were Commandant Isaiah 
Madina who died in active service in 
Maiduguri, Borno state. The family 
collected a cheque of N17.7 million 
as benefits.

The family of late Commander 
Sanya Wasiu got N11.4 million, late 
Commander Ogbonayya Ifeyinwa 
family got N11.9 million, and the 
family of Assistant Corps Commander, 
Peter Lillian got N7.1 million.

Explaining details of the 
disbursement to senior management 
officers of the Corps during the 
Commandant General's Quarterly 
Meeting in Abuja, Audi said the 

disbursement of a total of N2.9 billion 
covered 150 officers' claims approved 
for payments by the government.

Audi commended the officers who 
died during insurgents activities for 
their gallantry, noting insurgency 
was an asymmetric war that the 
military and security agencies are 
prepared to subdue with modern 
strategy/tactics in warfare.

He disclosed that the Quarterly 

Council meeting was aimed at 
reviewing challenges, progress 
recorded so far and brainstorming 
on the core policies of the Corps 
to ensure peace and security for 
Nigeria.

Audi said within the past three 
years, the Corps have prevented 103 
kidnappers attacks on both public 
and private schools, out of 81,000 
schools across Nigeria.

Wale Igbintade  

A retired Permanent Secretary, Special 
Services)in the Office of the Secretary 
to the Government of the Federation, 
Ibrahim Mahe, yesterday told a Federal 
High Court in Lagos that the sum of 
N2 billion disbursed into the account of 
Sylvan Mcnamara Ltd with Diamond 
Bank, was for security purposes.

Mahe, who is the16th Prosecution 
Witness in the money laundering trial 
of a former Governor of Ekiti State, 
Ayodele Fayose, told the court that 
the former National Security Adviser 
(NSA), Col. Sambo Dasuki (rtd), and 
himself jointly signed the mandate 
for disbursement of the money into 
Sylvan Mcnamara Ltd account.

Fayose is being prosecuted by EFCC 
over alleged N6.9 billion fraud and 
money laundering charges.

He was first arraigned on October 

22, 2018, before Justice Mojisola 
Olatotegun, alongside his company, 
Spotless Investment Ltd, on 11 counts 
bordering on fraud and money 
laundering offences.

He had pleaded not guilty to 
the charges and was granted bail 
on October 24, 2018, in the sum of 
N50 million with sureties in like sum.

The defendant was however 
subsequently re-arraigned before 
Justice Chukwujekwu Aneke, on July 
2, 2019, after the case was withdrawn 
from Justice Olatoregun, following 
EFCC's petition.

He had also pleaded not guilty 
to the charges and was allowed to 
continue on the earlier bail granted, 
while the case was adjourned for trial. 

The commission has since opened 
its case before Justice Aneke, and is 
still leading witnesses in evidence.

During the continuation of trial 

yesterday, the witness, Mahe told 
the court that before any mandate 
is generated, the National Security 
Adviser must give instruction to that 
effect, adding that when the mandate 
is raised, it's taken to the NSA for 
his signature.

Led in evidence by EFCC 
prosecutor, Mr. Rotimi Jacobs SAN, 
the witness told the court that he 
retired as Permanent Secretary in 
the Office of the Secretary to the 
Government of the Federation, and 
after his retirement involved himself 
in small scale farming.

He told the court that as a 
Permanent Secretary, he reports to 
the Secretary to the Government 
of the Federation and the National 
Security Adviser (NSA), respectively.

According to him, his office also has 
the responsibility of liaising with all 
intelligence agencies, namely, National 

Security Adviser, Department of State 
Security (DSS), and the National 
Intelligence Agency (NIA).

The witness further told the court 
that his department also serves 
as secretariat for three standing 
committees in the office of the 
National Security Adviser. 

Under cross-examination by counsel 
to the defendants, Mr. Olalekan Ojo, 
SAN, and Mr. Uchenna Njoku, SAN, 
the witness stated that the office of 
the Nation Security Adviser is a 
political office, stressing that the 
NSA is responsible to the President. 

He also stated that the money 
disbursed into the account of 
Sylvan Mcnamara Ltd went through 
due process, adding that it is the 
prerogative of the President and 
the NSA to decide how the money 
disbursed for security purposes are 
spent.

Onyebuchi Ezigbo in Abuja  

The federal government yesterday said 
that it has released N12.911 billion to 
four agencies in the Federal Ministry 
of Health and Social Welfare from 
the Basic Heath Care Provision Fund 
(BHCPF). 

The agencies include: the Nigeria 
Health Insurance Authority (NHIA), 
National Primary Healthcare 
Development Agency (NPHCDA), 
Nigeria Centre for Disease Control 
and Prevention (NCDC) and National 
Emergency Medical Services and 

Ambulance System (NEMSAS).
BHCPF is derived from an annual 

grant from the federal government of 
not less than one percent one percent 
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund and 
is meant to allocated to the four health 
agencies for their special Interventions 
to provide access to quality healthcare 
among the citizens.

According to a statement by the 
Ministerial Oversight Committee 
(MOC) of the Basic Health Care 
Provision Fund (BHCPF), the allocation 
was for the fourth quarter of 2024, 
based on the current BHCPF guideline.

Lagos, NCF Promote Environmental 
Awareness on Conservation Matters
Bennett Oghifo 

The Lagos State Commissioner for 
Environment and Water Resources, 
Mr. Tokunbo Wahab has said the 
State government’s collaboration with 
the Nigerian Conservation Foundation 
(NCF) was to promote  environmental 
awareness and advocacy on conservation 
matters in the State.

The commissioner stated this at a 
press briefing preceding the 2024 Walk 
for Nature slated for today.

Wahab said, “The Nigerian 
Conservation Foundation has since 
2008 been collaborating with the State 
Government through the Ministry of 
Environment and Water Resources to 
enlighten the citizenry on the importance 
of environmental protection and 
conservation through a yearly programme 
tagged “Walk For Nature."

“The programme is in line with the 
Sustainable Development Goal Number 17 
that a successful sustainable development 
agenda requires the collaboration of 
governments, the private sector and 
civil society.

“The collaboration has in no small 
measure been promoting environmental 
awareness and advocacy on conservation 
matters in the State, while showcasing 
the excellent results of the State 
Government in its environment policies 
and programmes. 

“This collaboration has been going 
on for the past 18 years and we have 
observed the programme "Walk For 
Nature" on every third Saturday of 
October yearly.”

The partnership, he said, was coined 
from the theme of this year's World 
Environment Day. The 2024 theme is 
‘Land Restoration, Desertification and 
our Land, Our Future .’ The theme for 
each year is "Drought Resilience" with 
the slogan GenerationRestoration.

He said, “The event over the years 
has created a great deal of consciousness 
amongst Lagosians on the Island which 
is one of the five divisions of Lagos State 
and has been diversified to various local 
governments in the years past. “This 
year's programme will be commemorated 
with a 3km walk that will take off from 
Onikan Stadium, Onikan Lagos at 7:15am.

“The benefits derivable from this 
programme include but not limited to the 
followings: The State Government through 
the Ministry is seeing to demonstrate 
interest; show concerns and create a 
niche in conservation matters through 
partnership and collaboration with the 
Private sector and non-governmental 
organisations in compliance with the 
SDG17; Credit for supporting the Global 
trend of Nature Conservation. The walk 
for Nature is an effort towards preserving 
Nature and improving the quality of 
lives of Lagosian.

FG Disburses N12.911bn to NPHCDA, 
NCDC, Others for Healthcare Intervention

The committee said it will ensure 
the effective implementation, 
transparency, and accountability of 
the fund. 

In line with its mandate, the 
committee is meant for the oversee 
the BHCPF’s strategic direction, 

monitor fund disbursement, and 
ensure alignment among the four 
gateways NHIA, NPHCDA, NEMSAS, 
and NCDC. 

The statement said that a 
subcommittee including representatives 
from SSHIA, the MOC Secretariat, 

NHIA, CSOs, WHO, and SPHCDA, 
will address delay in disbursement 
funds and report back within two 
weeks.

"The MOC will reconvene in 
mid-December to disburse funds 
for the 1st quarter of 2025.The 

revised BHCPF 2.0 Guideline was 
accepted, with provisions for further 
amendments. Additional consultations 
with the gateways and subnational 
stakeholders will be conducted to 
ensure alignment with the Sector-Wide 
Approach," it said.
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COURTESY VISIT… 
Founder of Jamie Pajoel International (JPI), Mr. Jamie Pajoel (left), receiving a Lagos State government 
plaque from Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu, during a courtesy call on the governor at Lagos House, 
Marina…yesterday

CAPACITY BUILDING… 
Founder, Victor Tulutu Briggs Foundation, Dr. Victor Briggs (left), with the Vice Chancellor, University of Port Harcourt, 
Prof. Owunari Abraham Georgewill, during a political youth participation and governance training programme organised 
by the University of Port Harcourt and the Victor Tulutu Briggs Foundation in Port Harcourt…recently 
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Okupe disagrees, says even in war commanders go off duty

 Declares FCT minister won't leave PDP

 Reveals over 300 LGAs in Nigeria without commercial banks

Peter Obi: President, Vice Out of 
Country Not Sign of Serious Govt 

AMMBAN: Nigerian Banks Lost 
N42.6 Billion to Fraud in Q2 2024

Rivers Crisis: Nobody Can Destroy Wike's Structure 
in Next 10 Years, Says State APC Chairman

2027: Labour Party Denies Working for 
APC, Accuses NLC, Others of Falsehood

Osun Governor, Others for Ede 
Muslim Grammar School @ 50 

Chuks Okocha in Abuja  

The Labour Party leader and the 
presidential candidate in the 2023 general 
elections, Peter Obi, yesterday, frowned 
at the exit of President Bola Tinubu and 
Vice President Kashim Shettima from 
the country at same time.

 But a former presidential spokesman 
and former Director General of Peter 
Obi’s Campaign in the 2023 elections, Dr. 
Doyin Okupe, in reaction described the 

impression that no one was in charge of 
the country with Tinubu and Shettima’s 
foreign trips as misleading.

Obi said such an attitude was not a 
sign of seriousness for a government 
facing myriads of domestic problems.

Spokesman to Obi, Ibrahim Umar, 
said the former Anambra State governor 
who wrote on his X noted that "While 
it is arguable that with the President 
and Vice President, there is no vacancy 
in the Presidency, in a situation where 

Adibe Emenyonu in Benin City  

The Association of Mobile Money 
and Bank Agents in Nigeria 
(AMMBAN) has said Nigerian banks 
lost N42.6 billion to fraudsters within 
the second quarter (Q2) of 2024.

AMMBAN National President, 
Fasasi Sarafadeen Atanda quoting 
Financial Institutions Training Centre 
(FITC) disclosed this in Benin City, 
Edo State, saying the losses were 
traced to agent locations through 
the use of stolen cards, phones, 
fake alerts and ransom cash out.

He also said that 2024 AMMBAN 

Survey revealed that over 300 local 
government areas in Nigeria are 
without bank branches. 

Atanda, who made the disclosure 
at the  8th Annual National 
Conference of the association 
in Benin City with the theme, 
'Match Data With Actions, said 
that to steam the tide AMMBAN 
has introduced an automated 
verifiable identity card for agents 
and launched a Joint Task Force 
(JTF) in conjunction with the Office 
of the Inspector General of Police 
(IGP), Department of State Services 
(DSS), Nigeria Security and Civi 

Defence Corps (NSCDC) and other 
security agencies. 

According to him, "The 8th 
AMMBAN annual national 
conference is unique as it is meant 
to match data with actions." 

When asked on what data 
and what action, he said, "Data 
on Access to Financial Inclusion. 
As at the last EFInA report in 
2023, financial inclusion was at 
64 per cent but on the ground, 
over 300 local government areas in 
Nigeria are without bank branches 
(AMMBAN Survey, 2024). Why 
access to commercial banks are of 

concern? CBN recent regulation 
on mandatory BVN and/or 
NIN for owning an account or 
a wallet requires the presence of 
bank branches, because they are 
majorly the structures enabled for 
BVN enrollment/modification."

On action from AMMBAN, 
he noted that the association 
has introduced a one-stop shop 
for financial services, offering 
NIN, BVN, account opening, 
card issuance, Sim registration, 
savings, credit, insurance and 
others across the excluded local 
government areas.

Adedayo Akinwale in Abuja 

The Caretaker  Chairman of the 
All Progressives Congress (APC) 
in River State, Chief Tony Okocha, 
has said that no politician in the state 
including Governor Siminilayi Fubara 
can dismantle the political structure 
of the Minister of Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT), Nysom Wike, in 
the next 10 years.

Okocha while addressing 
journalists yesterday in Abuja, also 

maintained that Wike would not join 
the ruling party.

He stated: “I don't see any politician 
in the next 10 years torpedoing Wike's 
structure, not even one. Like I said, I 
am not God but I am talking about 
what is within human possibilities. 
What I can see, it is not possible. 
Not so soon.

“The structure is embedded in 
the 23 LGAs of the state and they 
are can-do-men and women. 

“They are not the type of people 

who follow because of reward so to 
speak. They are ardent, unrepentant 
supporters, believers. Ten of Governor 
Fubara and his antics will not go 
30 per cent into destroying Wike's 
structure.”

Okocha emphasised that Wike is 
not a member of the APC, saying he 
would never leave the opposition 
party.

He added: “He has always said 
that the PDP made him what he is. 
He has always said that he would 

remain there. Wike will never leave 
the PDP. He is an ardent believer in 
the PDP. He is not likely to leave 
that group.

“Wike has never told anybody 
he wants to be a member of APC. 
Wike cannot be swayed from his 
membership and support for PDP.”

Okocha noted that the 27 Rivers 
lawmakers, who are currently 
engaging in a political battle with the 
state governor are also not members 
of the APC.

Chuks Okocha in Abuja  

The leadership of the Labour Party 
has dispelled rumours that it is 
working for the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) for the 2027 general 
election.

The party described such the 
handiwork of its adversaries and those 
who want to desperately frustrate 
the leadership of the Labour Party 
at all cost. 

A statement by the National 
Publicity Secretary Obiora Ifoh, said, 
''Recently, after the landmark court 
judgement affirming the leadership 
of Barrister Julius Abure as the 
National Chairman of the Labour 
Party, some persons including a 
former nollywood actor, Kenneth 
Okonkwo and the acting Chairman 
of the Nigeria Labour Congress, 

NLC, Political Commission Prof. 
Theophilus Ndubuaku, have tried to 
push the narrative that the Labour 
Party under the leadership of 
Barrister Julius Abure is working 
for the All Progressives Congress, 
APC and that is why the Labour 
Party has been winning all its 
court cases. 

''I must put it clear that this 
narrative is not only misleading and 
mischievous but also a calculated 
attempt to continue to distract, derail 
and also give the party leadership 
a bad name in order to be able to 
hang it.'' 

According to Ifoh, ''I must state 
clearly that the Labour Party has 
been and is still critical of APC more 
than NLC. We put it on records that 
the NLC in all its ramifications has 
failed the Nigerian workers. 

Governor of Osun State, Senator Ademola 
Adeleke, would join the alumni of Ede 
Muslim Grammar School and others on 
Monday to kick off several activities lined 
up to commemorate the 50th anniversary 
of Ede Muslim Grammar School.

Adeleke is both an alumnus and a 
former national president of the alumni 
association of the school established in 
1974.

According to a statement yesterday, 
the 5Oth anniversary of Ede Muslim 
Grammar School, Ede commences with 
a special prayer on the Founders’ Day 
anniversary, Monday 0ctober 21, 2024.

“Commencing promptly at 10 
o’clock in the morning within the 
school premises, the session will play 
host to leading muslim clerics in the 
state including the oldest Imam in the 
entire Osun State who doubles as the 
Chief Imam of Ansar ud Deen, Ede, 

Imam Dende Adekilekun
“The prayer session is a particularly 

historic one because the same Imam 
Adekilekun was one of the founding 
fathers when the idea of establishing the 
school was conceptualised,” it explained.

The statement signed by the Chairman 
of the Planning Committee of the 
anniversary, Alhaji Kola Alimi, noted 
that the, “commemoration of the great 
school’s fiftieth anniversary is a grand 
design to thank Allah, appreciate the 
founders, the alumni as well as the 
current set of students of the school.”

Alimi, who is also the Managing 
Director of Osun State Investment 
Corporation explained that the committee 
deemed it greatly appropriate to have a 
well-sequenced line up of programmes 
to commemorate the special anniversary 
to enable all categories of stakeholders 
participate to their satisfaction. 

both the President and Vice President 
are out of the country, as reported in 
the media today, it's concerning for a 
country with such myriads of domestic 
problems.

"The President had told us he would 
only be gone for 14 days. The 14 days 
have passed now, and we are waiting 
to see him in the country. 

"One would have expected him to 
return earlier than expected, considering 
the volume of work that needs to be 
done in a troubled nation like ours. 
The untold hardship that has been 
unleashed on our people as a result 
of some of his administration's policies 

is unimaginable and we need his urgent 
attention to pilot the nation out of this 
present situation.

"Again, since the President is 
reportedly in Paris, France, which 
is just about 833 nautical miles from 
Stockholm, Sweden, one wonders 
why he did not just attend the 2-day 
working visit to Sweden. He could 
simply have done it on his way back 
from France with his new powerful 
jet, which would have taken him a 
little over two hours. 

''This would have saved time and 
the very scarce national resources we 
need critically at this time. Instead, he 

delegated the Vice President, who 
needed to travel 3055 nautical miles, over 
nine hours, and (about four times the 
travel time from Paris) Abuja, Nigeria, 
to Stockholm, Sweden, to represent him 
at the event. It would take about four 
times the time and distance it takes to 
travel from Paris to Stockholm to travel 
from Abuja to Stockholm.

 "This does not represent the kind of 
fiscal responsibility that is expected of 
leaders whose people are facing severe 
hunger and poverty.

"This is the time to show true and 
committed leadership to the people 
by making decisions that prioritise the 

well-being of the people and effectively 
managing the nation's scarce resources 
in alleviating the sufferings of the 
people,'' stated.

President Tinubu left the shores of 
Nigeria for a two-week annual leave, 
while the vice president is on an official 
visit to Sweden 

 Meanwhile, Okupe, in an interview 
with the News Agency of Nigeria in 
Lagos yesterday, said:

“Presidents and chief executives, 
globally, do take time off to rest for 
a little while. Even in war situations, 
field commanders go off duty to cool 
off from war theatres.
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HONOUR WELL-DESERVED… 
L-R: Human Resources Operations Officer, Segilola Resources Operating Limited, Yusuf Lawal; Human Resources Generalist, Abraham Oyeledun;  Human Resources Director, Oluwaseun Fagesi; Human Resources Training 
Specialist, Oluwadunsin Akinboboye and Lead, Total Rewards & Human Resources Operations, Oluwafemi Ajayi,  during the presentation of the award of HR Best Practices in Mining sector to Segilola Resources Operating 
Limited, during the Chartered Institute of Personnel Management (CIPM) Nigeria conference held in Abuja... recently
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DSS Operatives Slam N5bn Defamation 
Suit against SERAP, Deputy Director 

Missing Son: Court to Decide Parents' N1bn 
Suit Against Police, Others December 10

FG to Launch Joint Military Theatre 
Command to Tackle Insecurity in North-west

Alex Enumah and Kasim Sumaina 
in Abuja  

Two operatives of the Department 
of State Service (DSS) have dragged 
the Socio-Economic Rights and 
Accountability Project (SERAP) before 
a High Court of the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT), for making false 
allegations against them.

But Amnesty International (AI) 
yesterday, urged the DSS to immediately 
withdraw the lawsuit.

Besides seeking a public apology, 
the claimants are demanding the sum 
of N5 billion as damages suffered as a 
result of the defendants alleged false 
publication.

In the suit marked: CV/4547/2024 
and filed on October 17, by their team 
of lawyers led by Akinlolu Kehinde, the 
claimants alleged that the defendants 
had by their post on their X (Twitter) 
handle brought them and the DSS to 

ridicule when they accused the claimants 
of invading and interrogating some 
staff members at their Abuja office.

According to Sarah John and 
Gabriel Ogunleye, 1st and 2nd 
claimants respectively, the DSS had 
on September 9, 2024, directed them 
to SERAP's office and invited the new 
leadership of the organisation for a 
familiarisation meeting.

 John in a 43-paragraph statement 
of claim said while she and Ogunleye 
drove to SERAP's office in the Wuse 
area of the FCT and "were not followed 
by any other car or escorted by any 
other person," SERAP shortly after the 
two visitors left its office premises took 
to their X handle saying, "officers from 
Nigeria's DSS are presently unlawfully 
occupying SERAP's office in Abuja, 
asking to see our directors. President 
Tinubu must immediately direct the 
SSS to end the harassment, intimidation 
and attack on the rights of Nigerians."

Nume Ekeghe in Lagos and Linus 
Aleke in Abuja  

The federal government has called 
on key stakeholders from both public 
and private sectors to collaborate on 
the implementation of the National 

Vehicle Registry (VREG), aimed at 
streamlining vehicle administration 
and enhancing revenue generation.

This was as  the Nigeria Police 
Force yesterday ordered investigation 
into 1,610 vehicles with conflicting 
information. The Police revealed that 

Wale Igbintade  

Justice L.A.F. Oluyemi of the Lagos 
High Court, Ikeja, will on December 
10, 2024 deliver judgement in a N1.060 
billion fundamental rights enforcement 
case filed by traumatised couple, Mr. 
Steven Amos and his wife, Doris, over 
the sudden disappearance of their son, 
Kingsley Amos in the custody of Lagos 
State Government 14 years ago.  

The judge adjourned for judgement 
following the inability of the respondents 
to show up in court and defend the 
matter since it was filed and served 
on them. 

The applicants in a Motion on 

Notice dated March 8, 2022 filed and 
argued by their counsel, Eze G. Alala, 
prayed the court to declare that the raid, 
arrest, detention and torture of Kingsley 
infringed on his fundamental human 
rights.

The suit marked ID/13107MFHR/22 
has Mr. Steven Amos, Mrs. Doris Amos 
and Kingsley Amos as first to third 
applicants respectively, while the Lagos 
State Government, Attorney General 
of Lagos State, Lagos State Ministry 
of Youths and Social Development, 
Commissioner of Police, Lagos State 
and the Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) are the first to fifth respondents.

The applicants want the court to 

make an order, mandating the police 
and other respondents to disclose where 
Kingsley, who was unlawfully arrested 
in front of their home in Ojodu, is kept 
since January 11, 2010.

They, therefore, prayed for an order of 
court to release the 3rd applicant forthwith 
as detained, alive or dead; or disclose 
where he had been kept since then. 

In addition, they are also asking for 
the sum of N1billion jointly and severally 
against the respondents for the arrest, 
detention and torture of the 3rd applicant 
and the mental and psychological torture 
coupled with ridicule which the 1st and 
2nd applicants have been subjected to by 
the agents/officers of the respondents.

John Shiklam in Kaduna 

The federal government is set to establish 
a joint military theatre command in 
the North-west zone to address the 
menace of banditry.

Minister of Defence, Mohammed 
Badaru, disclosed this in an interview 
with journalists on Thursday night 
during a visit to Governor Uba Sani 
at the Government House Kaduna.

The minster said his visit to the 
governor was to finalise preparations 
for the launch of security outfit tagged, 
'Operation Fansan Yamma'.

Badaru said, "The president has 
charged us to be innovative and 
find lasting solutions to this security 
problem. We are working hard to 
ensure its success."

He said the establishment of a 

Command and Control Centre in 
the North-west zone is a crucial 
step in addressing the menace of 
banditry.

The minister said Nigeria is working 
closely with the military and security 
agencies of neighbouring countries, 
especially, Niger Republic, to tackle 
terrorism and arms trafficking.

"We are working closely with 
the military, security agencies, and 
neighbouring countries to tackle 
terrorism, banditry, and arms trafficking.

"The Minister of State for Defence 
recently visited Sokoto to gather 
recommendations, and the Chief of 
Defence Staff met with the Nigerien 
government to discuss collaborative 
efforts," he said.

According to him, the federal 
government has taken proactive 

measures to address the security 
challenges around Sokoto and the 
border with Niger Republic.

He said the collaboration with Niger 
Republic will help combat the movement 
of terrorists, arms, and ammunition.

The minister assured that President 
Bola Tinubu is determined to end 
insecurity across the country.

"The president is committed to ending 
insecurity in Nigeria. We're working 
tirelessly to ensure peace and stability.

"I assure Nigerians that we will tackle 
these challenges, and by God's grace, 
we'll succeed," he said.

Speaking earlier while welcoming 
the minister, Governor Sani expressed 
gratitude to the federal government 
for its commitment to addressing the 
multidimensional challenges of insecurity 
confronting the North-west Zone.

He said the establishment of the 
security outfit is a welcome development 
as it will crush criminal elements and 
create an enabling environment for 
investments and economic growth 
in the zone.

the conflicting information was 
uncovered through the Electronic 
Central Motor Registry, Information 
System (ECMR).

Minister of Finance and 
Coordinating Minister of the 
Economy, Wale Edun, noted that 
as Nigeria faces dwindling revenues 
due to falling oil prices and economic 
challenges, the federal government is 
stepping up efforts to plug revenue 
leakages, particularly within the 
automotive sector.

He reiterated that with over 
15 million vehicles in operation 
and Nigeria being Africa’s largest 
importer of cars, the absence of 

a centralised vehicle information 
platform has long fueled customs 
duty evasion, vehicle-related 
crimes, and inefficiencies in vehicle 
administration.

Speaking yesterday at a 
sensitisation seminar on the 
National Vehicle Registry (VREG) 
in Lagos themed, 'Strengthening 
Policy Collaboration for Economic 
Revitalisation', Edun who was 
represented by Director of Public-
Private Partnership at the Ministry of 
Finance, Jumai Katagum,  revealed 
the broader economic benefits of 
the registry. 

Edun emphasised how the 

initiative, if well-executed, could 
curb revenue leakages, combat tax 
evasion, and increase compliance 
within the insurance industry.

He said:  “As you are aware, the 
Federal Ministry of Finance is saddled 
with the responsibility of managing 
the nation's finances and revenue 
streams. In the midst of dwindling 
revenue orchestrated by falling oil 
prices and mono-economy further 
worsened by revenue leakages from 
unplugged loopholes such as customs 
duty payment evasion, it became 
imperative that the government 
provided effective responses to these 
issues. Furthermore, the absence of 

a dynamic and centralised platform 
for national vehicular information, 
despite Nigeria being the largest 
importer of vehicles in Africa with 
an additional 15 million vehicles 
operational in the country.

“This huge vacuum had sustained 
the menaces of customs duty evasion, 
paucity of data for vehicular policy 
formulation, monitoring and 
evaluation, nationwide vehicle 
administration revenue leakages, 
vehicle theft  and vehicle-related 
crimes, challenges in road traffic 
regulation enforcement, limited access 
to credit facilities and, ineffective 
vehicle insurance coverage.”
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Police investigate 1,610 vehicles with conflicting information

Abbas, Kalu Mourn New Telegraph 
Photojournalist, Liberty TV Reporter
Adedayo Akinwale in Abuja  

The Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, Hon. Abbas Tajudeen, 
and his Deputy, Hon. Ben Kalu, have 
expressed grief over the death of Mr. 
Elijah Olaluyi, a New Telegraph 
photojournalist covering the activities 
of the House.

Abbas, in a statement issued 
yesterday by his Special Adviser on 
Media and Publicity, Musa Krishi, 
also mourned the death of a reporter 
with Liberty Radio and Television, 
Malam Mohammed Adamu, who 
covered the Senate.

Olaluyi, a photojournalist, died on 
Thursday evening, while Adamu, an 
experienced reporter, died in the early 
hours of Wednesday.

The Speaker, while condoling 
the families of Olaluyi and Adamu, 

extended his condolences to the 
media outfits they represented and 
the House and Senate Press Corps over 
the passing away of their members.

Abass said: “These were veteran 
media men who covered the 
National Assembly for years and 
had institutional memories of people 
and events at the federal parliament.

"They will be greatly missed. My 
heart is with their families and the 
Press Corps at the moment of grief.”

On his part, Kalu  expressed sadness 
over the sudden demise of Olaluyi.

Kalu in a statement issued yesterday 
extended his sincere condolences 
to Olaluyi's family, the publishers 
of New Telegraph, the House of 
Representatives Press Corps and the 
entire membership of the Nigerian 
Union of Journalists (NUJ) where 
the deceased belonged as a member. 

HOME FOR ALL… 
L- R: Lagos State Commissioner for Housing, Hon. Moruf Akinderu - Fatai; Permanent Secretary, Engr. Abdulhafis Toriola, and Director, Quantity Surveying,Hakeem Ilesanmi, during the on-site inspection of 
LagosHOMS, Ajara, Badagry LGA... recently

To Tackle Revenue Leakages, FG Seeks 
Synergy of Data for National Vehicle Registry

 Amnesty International urges security 
agency to withdraw litigation 
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How does it feel to break 
free from that soft and 
fragile character moulds 
in the past, considering 
your recent roles in 
Lakatabu, Funmilayo 
Ransome-Kuti, and 

Tokunbo?
Breaking free from the mold of soft and fragile 

characters has been a transformative experience 
for me. In roles like those in Lakatabu, Funmilayo 
Ransome-Kuti, and Tokunbo, I’ve been able 
to explore deeper, more complex aspects of 
womanhood and strength. It felt empowering 
to portray characters that are resilient, fierce, and 
unapologetically bold. Each of these roles allowed 
me to showcase the multifaceted nature of women, 
particularly in the context of our culture and 
history. These roles have not only broadened 
my acting range but also allowed me to connect 
with audiences on a deeper level. I’m grateful for 
the opportunity to break stereotypes and portray 
strong, dynamic women who resonate with many.

What drew you to these roles, and what do 
you think they reveal about your range as an 
actress?

What drew me to these roles was the opportunity 
to tell powerful stories that resonate with both 
personal and societal themes. Each character offered 
a unique perspective on women’s strength and 
resilience, which I am deeply passionate about. In 
Lakatabu, the character’s journey of overcoming 
obstacles and asserting her identity was something 
I found incredibly relatable. It allowed me to tap 
into a more assertive side of myself that isn’t 
often explored.  With Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti, 
it was the chance to portray a historical figure 
who fought for justice and equality. Her cour-

Adunni Ade: I Feel Sense of Pride Portraying Characters 
that Resonate with People, Reflect Diverse Experiences

MUDI, third from left, with some of the personalities at the event

MUDI (middle) with some of the journalists... 

Yatome: Re-introducing African Culture 

MUDI at 30: Journalists’ Appreciation, Hangout Soiree

The vibrant tapestry of African 
music has long been woven 
with a powerful blend of 
tenacity, cultural richness, 
and bold defiance. From the 
ancestral rhythms that shaped 
its earliest incarnations to the 

fearless innovations of modern icons, music has 

Celebrity clothier, Mudiaga Enajemo, 
simply known as MUDI Africa, on the 
occasion of the 30th anniversary of his 
famed fashion brand recently hosted media 
personalities to an evening in appreciation 
of their contribution to the brand’s success 
story over the years.

The event which had publishers of Encomium, Global 
Excellence, City People, writers with THISDAY, Vanguard, 
Punch, Urhobo News, Daily Independent, was part of activities 
to celebrate 30 years of the brand existence and his little way 
of saying thank you.

MUDI, the Business at 30, Journalists’ Appreciation and 
Hangout soiree held at Marriot Hotel, Lagos, had both the 
new and the old media practioners, some of who were at 
the beginning of the MUDI brand, young publishers, and 
journalists who are now editors of media houses.

Top of the list were Mayor Akinpelu, Kunle Bakare, Kemi 
Akinyemi, Nseobong Okon-Ekong, Azuka Ogujuiba, Jemi 
Ekunkunbor, Biola Aloba, Justice Atigogo and a host of others. 

Interestingly, their relationship with MUDI over the years has 
morphed into strong friendship, such that was glaring with 
the light banters and pleasantries during the event. 

“You can imagine when he started 30yrs ago, how old he 
was. MUDI has not told us some truth o! You know MUDI 
is much coded. His age is still in doubt. We have to do DNA 
to find out how old he is. As at the time MUDI started 30yrs 
ago he was already a mature man,” one of the editors joked.

As the evening wore on, and the ensuing exchange almost 
took over the mood, it took media personality Latasha Ngwube, 
who co-moderated a session, some moments to reiterate the 
essence of interaction between the esteemed media colleagues 
and MUDI, the celebrant.

While some mimicked MUDI’s mannerisms, MUDI shared 
how his relationship with the media and the journalists has 
fared over the years. In turn, each of the media persons had 
something heartwarming to say about the brand and MUDI’s 
personality.

Some others, like Mayor Akinpelu, commended his creativity 
with glowing words and the fact that MUDI, at every time, 
strives to reinvents itself. Akinpelu noted that it’s not easy to 
be in an industry as super brand for 30 years.

Adunni Ade’s acting traverses genres, offers a representation on screen and showcases the deeper layers driving 
her prowess. In a bold career pivot, Adunni is stepping into powerful, challenging roles, shedding the more familiar 
characters she’s been known for. Her recent performances in these standout roles in Lakatabu, Funmilayo Ransome-
Kuti, and Tokunbo, directed by Odunlade Adekola, Bolanle Austen-Peters, and Ramsey Nouah respectively, are not 
just captivating but signal a new era for the Nollywood star. In a chat with Ferdinand Ekechukwu Adunni Ade, opens 
up about her motivations, the risks she’s taking, and the vision she has for Nollywood’s evolving landscape

served as the lifeblood of the continent, a catalyst 
for change, and a powerful tool for those daring 
enough to carve their own paths.

Just like Fela Kuti, Yatome is re-introducing 
African culture to the world through modern 
streaming services. At the forefront of this 
pantheon of African music’s trailblazers are two 
legendary figures: Fela Kuti, whose Afrobeat 
rhythms and defiant political activism changed 
the course of African music and left a lasting 

age and determination inspired me, and I felt a 
responsibility to honour her legacy authentically. 
It was a role that required not just acting, but also 
a deep understanding of the historical context 
and the impact she had on society.  In Tokunbo, 
I was drawn to the complexity of the character’s 
emotional landscape. She faced personal struggles 
while navigating societal expectations, and I loved 
the challenge of portraying that duality. 

How do you think your performances in 
these films will resonate with a wider audience?

I believe that my performances in these films 
have the potential to resonate with a wider audience 
for several reasons. Each character I’ve portrayed 

Adunni Ade

what my audience loves. I also engage with my 
audience for feedback, which helps me gauge their 
reactions and adjust my approach accordingly.

How has working with directors like Odunlade 
Adekola, Bolanle Austen-Peters, and Ramsey 
Nouah influenced your approach to acting?

Working with directors like Odunlade Adekola, 
Bolanle Austen-Peters, and Ramsey Nouah has 
had a profound impact on my approach to acting. 
Each of them brings a unique vision and style 
to their projects, which has helped me expand 
my perspective and adapt my craft.  Overall, 
each of these directors has contributed to my 
growth as an actor by challenging me to push my 
boundaries, embrace different styles, and remain 
committed to delivering compelling performances 
that resonate with audiences. 

How does it feel to be taking on leading 
roles, and do you feel a sense of responsibility 
to carry the story?

Taking on leading roles is both an exhilarat-
ing and humbling experience. It feels incredibly 
rewarding to be entrusted with the responsibility 
of carrying a story, as it allows me to showcase 
my craft and connect deeply with the audience. 
I feel a sense of pride in being able to portray 
characters that resonate with people and reflect 
diverse experiences. 

Can you talk about any specific character 
traits or nuances you’re eager to explore in 
future roles?

Absolutely! In future roles, I’m eager to explore 
characters with a rich tapestry of traits and nuances 
that challenge traditional narratives. I would love 
to explore complex morality. I’d love to portray 
characters that operate in gray areas of morality. 

imprint on the global stage; and Angélique Kidjo, 
whose boundary-pushing sound, electric live 
performances, and undeniable star power have 
cemented his status as one of the most influential 
figures in modern Afrobeats.

Inspired by both music pioneers, Yatome started 
his career with a debut single titled “Introduction 
Message” alongside a music video to introduce 
African culture to the United Nations. Later 
on, he released his debut EP (Extended Play) 

embodies universal themes— struggles with 
identity, resilience in the face of adversity, and 
the complexities of human relationships. These 
are experiences that many people can relate to, 
regardless of their background or culture. I strive 
to bring authenticity to each role, allowing viewers 
to see themselves in the characters.

Do you feel like these roles have allowed 
you to tap into a new side of yourself as an 
actress, and what do you hope to explore further 
in future projects?

Absolutely! These roles have allowed me 
to tap into new facets of myself as an actress. 
Each character presented unique challenges that 
pushed me beyond my comfort zone, helping 
me discover different layers of my craft. I found 
strength in vulnerability, and I learned how to 
balance assertiveness with emotional depth, which 
has been incredibly rewarding. Through Lakatabu, 
Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti, and Tokunbo, I was 
able to explore the complexities of womanhood, 
resilience, and empowerment. These experiences 
have deepened my understanding of the characters 
I portray and have encouraged me to embrace a 
wider range of emotions and expressions.

How do you balance the desire to take on 
new challenges with the pressure to stay true 
to your audience’s expectations?

Balancing the desire to take on new challenges, 
while staying true to my audience’s expectations, 
is a nuanced process. I believe it’s important to 
listen to my audience and understand what they 
appreciate about my work, but I also recognise 
that growth often requires stepping outside of 
my comfort zone. To achieve this balance, I try 
to incorporate new ideas gradually, ensuring that 
they align with my core values and the essence of 

Ferdinand Ekechukwu  

“African’s Message To The World” consisting 
of 4 songs.

Yatome, real name Chibuike Eke, hails from 
Enugu State. Born and bred in Igbo-Eze North, 
in the 1970s, Yatome’s unique music style is 
a mixture of Afrobeat and Afrikaans with a 
traditional themed background. His mother 
encouraged him to begin his musical career 
by using his songs to convey messages and 
realistically depict African culture. 
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Could it be that popular 
influencer, Martins Otse 
a.k.a ‘VeryDarkMan’ calling 
out Don Jazzy for donating 
money to Bobrisky in the 
wake of Bobrisky’s travails 
a few weeks back influ-

enced the N100 million support the music 
producer gave to VDM’s newly established 
non-governmental organisation (NGO)?

This is as mixed reactions have continued 
to trail the cheering news.  The NGO would 
focus on community development and improv-
ing public schools across Nigeria. It wasn’t 
long after VDM revealed Don Jazzy as the 
individual who sent him the whopping sum, 
the news soon spread like wildfire, leading to 
Don Jazzy topping social media trend charts.

His page buzzed, with praises and accolades, 
with some even making special requests and 
soliciting monetary support from the Don. 
While majority of Nigerians praised the music 
mogul, real name Michael Collins Ajereh, others 
taunted VDM and pushed that he rejects the 
donation having earlier blasted Don Jazzy 
and a few other celebrities and influencers 
weeks back.

VDM shortly after giving an update on his 
newly established NGO had initially raised 

Don Jazzy’s Whopping Surprise to VeryDarkMan
Ferdinand Ekechukwu concerns about the large sum deposited in 

the NGO’s account. He took to Instagram to 
express his surprise and sought clarification, 
addressing Zenith Bank in a video post.

“@zenithbankplc please investigate my 
NGO account, I don’t know what is going 
on, hope I’m not being set up. I am not into 
money laundering; I do not do fraud (for the 
record). Nigerians bear me witness I don’t 
know what’s up with the account,” he stated.

The social media personality explained 
that he became suspicious after noticing an 
unexpected increase in the account balance, 
from N70 million to over N170 million.

“Guys, yesterday I posted that I received 
N100 million in my account, I did not receive 
an alert, I did not receive anything, I just saw 
that the money has moved from N70 million 
to N170 million plus,” he said.

He further confessed that, “I panicked 
because I didn’t expect anybody to just send 
me N100 million like that, so I felt it was a 
glitch or maybe they wanted to set me up, 
because people were sending N50, N100, 
N200, N500, and all that, and it’s okay for 
me to panic.”

After making several inquiries, VDM finally 
received a message from Don Jazzy.

He read the message out loud in a follow-up 
video posted on Friday, saying: “Morning 
Bro, just saw your post. Na me send N100 
million to support. I believe in what you 

How Sean Dampte Plans to Fuse Past, Future of Afrobeats with New Album

Bisola Aiyeola Joins Onga’s 
Promo, New Winners Emerge

 Zhus JDO’s ‘Dump on Dem’ EP 
Showcases Talent, Resilience

Sean Dampte, known for his unique 
blend of Afrobeat, is a Nigerian 
artist and pioneer of the Awoodah 
movement. Over the years, he has 
carved a niche for himself in the 
global music scene, captivating 

audiences with his infectious rhythms, relatable 
lyrics, and charismatic stage presence. With several 
hit singles and albums under his belt, Dampte 
continues to evolve, taking Afrobeat to new 
heights and cementing his legacy as a visionary 
and innovator in the genre.

He is set to release a new project on the 1st 
of November which would be paying tribute to 
the past while pushing Afrobeat into new and 
uncharted territories.

He disclosed that, “Mo Kuti: Afrobeat Fella is 
all about honoring the foundation Fela laid, but 
also understanding that music is always evolving. 

Seasoning brand, Onga has continued 
to award its customers with its Onga 
Taste The Millions Promo which has 
been running for about a month and 
boasts about 30 Millionaires made. 
The campaign has been backed by 

popular actress and TV personality, Bisola Aiyeola 
who has come on board to attach her brand’s 
integrity to the sincerity of the promo. At the 
cash presentation a few days ago she joined the 

A powerful narrative of 
triumph and resilience is 
the story of Nigerian artiste 
Zhus JDO who has released 
his much-anticipated EP 
titled “Dump on Dem.” 
The body of work is a raw 

and evocative five-track project that explains 
his mindset as an upcoming musician from 
the streets of Benin City.

‘Dump on Dem’ paints a vivid picture of 
Zhus’ experiences, but instead of succumbing 
to frustration, the artiste channels his energy 
into showcasing his undeniable talent, resilience, 
and ambition. Delving into the tracks the first 
single, ‘Dump on Them’ sets the tone for 
the entire EP. Zhus is encouraging listeners 
not to let the negativity of others bring them 
down. This anthem establishes the project’s 
central message of resilience and discipline.

For the second track, JOHNBULL which is 
a Nigerian street slang often used humorously 
or ironically to describe an average Nigerian 
man. Here, he introduces himself as a “Wahala 
Pikin”, a term that reflects his stubborn and 
relentless spirit as opposed to being a “Johnbull.” 
Third track, ‘1 Work’ is motivational track 

Afrobeat is a genre rich with history, but I see it 
as a living thing, it grows, changes, and adapts 
to the times.

“With this album, I want to respect the essence 
of the past, the rhythm, the message, the instru-
mentation, but push it forward by blending it with 
modern sounds and perspectives. You’ll hear the 
influence of Afrobeat in its purest form, but also 
the innovation in the way I layer different genres, 
experiment with production, and use storytelling 
to reflect today’s reality. This isn’t just Afrobeat for 
now, it’s Afrobeat for the future.”

On this new project, he has brought out a new 
experience which he tags, The Awoodah mindset. 
Detailing further, he shares that, “It is in every track, 
every lyric, and every rhythm of this album. It’s 
about life, money, and happiness, but it’s also about 
perseverance believing in yourself against all odds. 
The 10 tracks on this album reflects that journey. 
Some songs, like ‘Master on Deck,’ are all about 
owning your space and showing the world who 

Tosin Clegg
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Dampte

Members of the regulatory bodies with the Proma-
sidor Nigeria Team and Bisola Aiyeola

VeryDarkMan Don Jazzy

you are. Others dive deep into the struggle, the 
hustle, and the triumphs. The Awoodah spirit is 
one of relentless ambition, and this album is full of 
stories about pushing through doubt, rising above 
negativity, and aiming for greatness.

“It’s more than just music; it’s a mindset, a way 
of life that I want my listeners to feel and embody. 
The Awoodahite is someone who refuses to settle, 
and that’s what each track represents.”

Collaboration is key, but it has to be intentional Sean 
expresses, saying “I worked with some incredible 
producers like Jomane, JayOcean, and Joey Benks. 
Each brought something different to the table, but 
the core vision was always clear this album needed 
to be a bridge between Afrobeat’s past and its 
future. I’m very hands-on in the creative process, so 
every song started with a clear intention. I wanted 
collaborators who understood the heart of Afrobeat 
but also had the range to experiment with sound. 
We blended live instrumentation with digital beats, 
traditional rhythms with modern flows. 

celebration of where lucky winners of N1 million 
were presented with cheques and a new set 
of winners were rewarded with exciting cash 
prizes and household items as part of the N250 
million giveaway.

It was a dream come true for Oluchi Onuorah 
and Kenneth Okezie as they were presented with 
their cheque awards of one million naira each. 
The two winners, who expressed their sincere 
gratitude to Onga for the cash prize, called on 
customers to participate in the promo.

Assuring the general public and its customers 
of their transparency and 
commitment to doing their 
due diligence, the promo has 
been backed by government 
regulatory bodies attesting to 
fairness as well throughout 
the duration of the campaign. 
Shoppers are encouraged to 
participate for a chance to 
walk away with prizes that 
range from household items 
to substantial cash rewards.

Bisola also lent her voice to 
the campaign, assuring guests 
and journalists that the promo 
is 100 per cent real and worth 
participating in.

are doing and trust you to be transparent 
as you have always been. We need that in 
our country. I wish you all the best in your 
project and more blessings on you. E no easy.”

Don Jazzy, the CEO of Mavin Records and 
a prominent figure in the Nigerian music 
industry, affirmed his belief in VDM’s vi-
sion and commended his commitment to 

transparency and community development.
“It’s crazy how the biggest support didn’t 

even come from the two people VDM tagged 
when he was announcing the NGO the first 
day, he wasn’t close to you or expecting such 
support from you but you end up surprising 
everyone… God bless you @donjazzy,” a social 
media user stated.

which is all about chasing success. Zhus 
pushes listeners to seize opportunities and 
work hard to achieve their goals. Put simply, 
1 Work inspires listeners to stay ready and 
go after their dreams.

This true homegrown star who blends 
hip-hop with his cultural roots to create 
globally appealing music isn’t holding back 
his drive soon. With his debut EP he has made 
a declaration of his rise in the music industry.

Ztus
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A
side from Peter Obi, easily the nation’s most 
regarded politician, he is indubitably the 
most outstanding person from Igbo land 
whose name evokes extreme passions. He 
is not a politician and does not canvass 
partisan political views, but he is politically 

savvy. He has the courage of his convictions—from 
spiritual to temporal. From his Zion Prayer Movement 
Outreach (ZPMO) pulpit, he fervently teaches Christians 
to apply the principles of faith from the Bible to their lives. 
His ministry is marked by deliverance, healing, exuberant 
music, the manifestation of the Holy Spirit, and social 
justice.

But he also canvasses his passionate positions on the 
fate of his Igbo people, a cosmopolitan race noted for 
migration, establishing communities worldwide but 
maintaining strong ties to our heritage. Listening to him, 
it is evident that he is pained and burdened by the ironic 
underdevelopment of our homeland, the eroding of our 
revered culture and values, but above all, the agony of our 
numerous diaspora brethren whose children are imbibing 
obnoxious practices such as the perverse LGBTQ. But he 
is determined to lead a renaissance and surmount all these 
through his passionate preaching of God’s words in ways 
only he can do, his “prophecy with instant solutions”, and 
a stellar commitment to the common good through his 
Seraphic Foundation.

Born 44 years ago, as a twin, on October 16, into a 
devout Catholic family of Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Obi, in 
Ubulu-Ihejiofor, Oru West LGA in Imo State, Chukwuebu-
ka Anozie Obi, now more popularly known as Evangelist 
Ebuka Obi, is a pragmatic servant of God with a following 
that is unprecedented across the country and beyond.

In the realm of modern Christianity, few figures have 
garnered as much attention and admiration as Evangelist 
Ebuka Obi, whose non-denominational ministry he 
founded in 2009 and which presently has over 170 
branches worldwide.

 His remarkable call to serve God is profoundly similar 
to that of Prophet Samuel’s call as recorded in the Bible (1 
Samuel 1-3). According to Ebuka Obi, his mother received 
a revelation while she was pregnant (with him and his 
twin brother, Engr. Chinweike) that she would give birth 
to twin boys and that one of them had been chosen by 
God to serve him. At the tender age of 8, he started proph-
esying, and people trooped to his father’s compound from 
different places in search of him. Like Prophet Samuel, he 
was spiritually groomed by the late Reverend Father Luke 
Odikaemerem, a Catholic priest of Orlu Diocese. Late Fr. 
Odikaemerem extracted a promise from the young Ebuka 
Obi that he will not leave the Catholic Church, that he will 
remain celibate until he marries, and that he will faithfully 
answer God’s call and not be carried away by material 
possession.

After his education, he went off to Lagos for greener 
pastures. He apprenticed and got established in the cable 
business, but his thriving business could not quench the 
fire of the Holy Spirit burning in him. One morning, he 
heard a voice echo in his ears, instructing him to shut 
down his business for full-time evangelism and that 
he had the anointing of the Holy Spirit upon him. Like 
Prophet Samuel, there was mentorship, obedience, and 
surrender to God’s will.

But he continues to have his own share of antagonists 
and naysayers, most especially from his Catholic fold. The 
opposition became more strident after he announced and 
implemented his ground-shaking decision to re-locate his 
ministry’s headquarters in furtherance of what is com-
monly known in Igboland as “aku ruo ulo.”

That earth-shattering homecoming eventually occurred 
between Friday, August 23rd, and Sunday, August 25th, 
a three-day crusade to close out his ministry’s annual 

EBUKA OBI: Championing 
Renaissance of Cosmopolitan Race

100-day fasting.
Bible commentators, and social media activists have not 

been able to find the words and phrases to capture the 
events, the miraculous spectacle, and the multitude that 
descended on the sleepy Ngor-Okpala community on the 
outskirts of Owerri, the Imo State capital, from all parts 
of the globe to witness God’s awesomeness through His 
servant, Evangelist Ebuka Obi.

That transformational three-day event stirred an already 
heated social media that now feasts on this Moses of our 
time, all in a jejune search for relevance. However, there 
is no better perspective on the growing impact of Ebuka 
Obi’s ministry on Christendom, especially to Ndi Igbo and 
Catholicism, than the illuminating disquisition, “On Ebuka 
Obi and the Manifestations of the Holy Spirit,” by Reverend 
Father Stan Chu ILO, a chaplain to the Igbo Catholic com-
munity in Chicago, USA. “I will group Ebuka’s ministry 
under the sub-type of popular piety/popular religion/
popular Catholicism. The Catholic Directory of Popular 
Piety and the Liturgy states that these popular expressions 
of religiosity are “treasures of the people of God,” a 
“manifestation of their thirst for God,” and render the 
“poor and the humble” capable of generosity and sacrifice 
to the point of heroism in testifying to their faith. Pope 
Francis teaches, “We cannot demand that peoples of every 
continent, in expressing their Christian faith, imitate 
modes of expression which European nations developed 
at a particular moment of their history, because the faith 
cannot be constricted to the limits of understanding and 
expression of any one culture.”

Also, in an apparent affirmation of his fidelity to the 
holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, Fr. Ilo added that 

Obi

“I have spoken with two Nigerian Catholic bishops, 
one of whom told me that Ebuka’s Catholic identity is not 
in question. One of the bishops said that Ebuka promotes 
three pillars of Catholic spirituality: (i) Marian devotion, 
and encourages the praying of the rosary; (ii) mortification 
through fasting, virginity, celibacy, and abstinence; (iii) 
Catholic novenas, divine mercy, and the principle of 
mediation, bible reading, and liturgy of hours are given 
a new focus through Ebuka’s insistence that his Zion 
followers pray at certain times of the day.”

Despite his influence and followership beyond the 
shores of the country, a keen follower of this forthright 
crusader for the gospel and social justice will observe 
that his calling is to restore his race, similar to that of 
the Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ after the glorious 
ascension of Jesus Christ. Peter, Christ’s chosen head of 
the Apostles was sent to the Jews (Galatians 2:7-8) with a 
focus on Jerusalem and Judea; and Paul, to the Gentiles 
(non-Jews), focusing on Asia Minor, Greece, and Rome. 
More than eighty percent of Ebuka Obi’s adherents are 
our Igbo kinsmen and women across the globe.

So, like Saint Pope John Paul II, Ebuka Obi is also using 
his unique calling to advance the cause of humanity with 
charity that begins from home. Saint Pope John Paul 
II played a significant role in championing the fall of 
communism in his native Poland.

Ebuka Obi has recently moved the headquarters of his 
sprawling ministry from Lagos to Ngor Okpala in Imo 
State, a consequential decision that is set to transform the 
entire region that has been lately set back by insecurity. 
He is also using his strong moral authority to encourage 
other Igbo people to follow suit and relocate their invest-
ments back home with a promise to do all he can through 
prayers, prophetic declarations, and other support forms 
to ensure an end to the insecurity plaguing the region. He 
regularly makes the case for the release of Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu from incarceration.

Through his Seraphic Home Foundation, he is provid-
ing for the less privileged, the sick, the mentally deranged, 
and the homeless in society. Evangelist Ebuka Obi built 
Seraphic Hospital, a world-class medical and maternity 
center in Lagos. He is currently constructing a massive 
old people’s home and a psychiatric hospital in Aguleri, 
Anambra State, which was scheduled to be commissioned 
on his birthday. Mentally challenged persons across the 
Southeast will be taken off the streets and admitted to 
the hospital. All inmates of the home and patients of the 
hospital will be looked after and treated for FREE. He plans 
to replicate this project across the five South Eastern States, 
Delta North, and Rivers East Senatorial districts, respectively.

Evangelist Ebuka Obi’s life and ministry serve as a 
testament to the power of dedication, passion, and obedience 
to God’s calling. Through his teachings and leadership, he 
has impacted countless lives, inspiring a new generation of 
believers to embrace their purpose and fulfill their destiny. 
As his multitude of followers celebrate the life and ministry 
of this charismatic leader, we are reminded of the enduring 
power of the gospel and the limitless potential of a life 
surrendered to God and in selfless service.

I join Fr. ILO in his prayer that the “Church in 
Nigeria will discern properly, truly, and clearly what 
God is saying to the Nigerian Church through this 
popular Catholicism vis-à-vis the unmet spiritual 
hunger, the suffering, uncertainties, fear, and empti-
ness of our people that is drawing so many people to 
Ebuka either in person or virtually from all over the 
world.”

Happy birthday, Evangelist Ebuka and Engr. Chinweike 
Obi.

Odibo, a marketing and communications practitioner, 
is a devout Catholic.

Two business aviation firms, 
Flybird Aircraft Management 
Services Limited and Falcon Aero 
Canada Inc., have announced the 
formation of OrientJets, a new 
international business aviation 
company headquartered in Aruba.

The partnership recently marked 
a significant milestone, with 
OrientJets officially securing its 
business licence in Aruba.

The venture’s first aircraft, a 
Gulfstream G550 registered as 
P4-ADTW, was recently spotted in 
Abuja, Nigeria, signaling the start of 
its operations.

“Business aviation transcends 
barriers. It’s more than just a 
luxury—it’s a critical tool for 
gaining a competitive edge through 
efficiency in transportation and 
logistics,” CEO of Falcon Aero, 
Chukwuerika Achum said.

“With our commitment to 
expanding access and inclusion 
in business aviation, OrientJets 
represents the synergy between our 
Canadian subsidiary and Flybird, 
one of the leading names in the 
industry,”he added.

Both partners in the joint venture 
are well-regarded pioneers in the 

business aviation sector. Flybird 
Aircraft Management Services 
Limited is renowned for provid-
ing aircraft management and 
charter brokerage solutions, offering 
customised services tailored to the 
needs of aircraft owners, operators, 
and aviation enthusiasts.

According to a statement, as 
a licenced Air Operator by the 
Nigerian Civil Aviation Author-
ity (CAA), Flybird has earned a 
stellar reputation for its unwavering 
dedication to excellence. Flybird 
currently operates three aircraft for 
commercial charter from its operat-

ing base in Abuja, Nigeria.
Falcon Aero Canada Inc., based 

in Toronto, is the aircraft acquisition 
arm of Falcon Aerospace Limited, 
specialising in aircraft sales and 
acquisitions worldwide.

CEO of Flybird Aircraft Manage-
ment Services, Captain Ahmed 
Borodo, highlighted the strategic 
significance of the partnership in 
driving the firm’s international 
growth.

“This collaboration underscores 
our commitment to expanding the 
aviation sector beyond Nigeria’s 
borders. The acquisition of the 

Falcon Aero, Flybird Partner Form OrientJets Aviation Firm
Gulfstream G550 is a key step in 
securing our Aruba Air Operator 
Certificate (AOC) and furthering our 
mission to connect Africa with the 
rest of the world”, he said.

Borodo added, “As a Nigerian 
company operating globally, we are 
proud of the progress we’ve made. 
Our focus is on continuing to grow 
internationally, with plans to acquire 
more aircraft and extend our services to 
key markets in North America, Europe, 
and Asia. A GIV-SP and Challenger 604 
are expected to join the fleet before the 
end of Q1 2025.”
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hosiptality

Kemi Olaitan   

M
any sceptics believed that Governor Seyi 
Makinde of Oyo State was travelling 
the road political office holders in the 
country were known for, that is engaging 
in sugar-coated promises, when in his 
inaugural address on May 29, 2019, he 
assured the people of the pacesetter state 

to make the state the preferred investment destination in Nigeria. 
However, between then and today, it could be rightly said that 
the reality on the ground has proved that the governor is a man 
of his words with a litany of investments by the private sector 
across the state. 

The latest was by a global brand, THE JAGZ, which berthed 
a 5-Star Hotel, “The Jagz Ibadan”, in Iyaganku area of the state 
capital. The grand commissioning of the luxurious and tastefully 
furnished five-star hotel which was performed by Makinde 
himself commenced the redefinition of luxurious and significant 
milestone in the hospitality industry not only in the state but 
Africa as a whole and was witnessed by dignitaries and business 
leaders across Nigeria and beyond as they trooped in large 
number to grace the occasion.

The Chairman/Chief Executive Officer (CEO), of JAGZ 
Ibadan, Engr. Kayode Adegbulugbe, in his address, lauded the 
Makinde administration for its infrastructure drive, making Oyo 
State an attractive investment destination, noting that the last 
time the Southwest region witnessed such rapid infrastructure 
development was during the era of late Obafemi Awolowo.

According to him, The JAGZ Ibadan was constructed in just 
21 months by El Sabio construction, led by Engr. Tunji Akinboro 
assisted by Bode Falope showcased Nigeria’s indigenous 
capacity for excellence, revealing that, the feat, achieved 
without formal contracts but rather through “spreadsheets 
and integrity,” demonstrates the potential of local companies 
to compete globally.

His words, “This project has been a testament to local 
talent and capability. Completed within 21 months on a 
turnkey basis by the esteemed indigenous company, El Sabio 
Construction, led by the industrious Engineer Tunji Akinboro, 
a brilliant local talent with no foreign degree, and supported 
by his capable colleague, Bode Falope.

“This timeline is, perhaps, a world record for such a 
complex undertaking, demonstrating that, given the right 
environment, our indigenous companies can compete with 
and surpass their international counterparts. I am proud of 
what these two omoluabis have achieved without the use of 
cranes or other expensive construction equipment. 

“It may interest you to know that there were no formal 
contracts between Akinboro and my company. Our collaboration 
operates on trust and integrity, which reaffirms my belief that the 
Omoluabi ethos bestowed upon us by our forefathers must play 
a vital role in shaping modern African capitalist engagements.”

Adegbulugbe emphasised that Africa remains the undisputed 
home of hospitality, and The JAGZ Ibadan aims to re-establish 

this fact globally, stating that with plans to expand across Nigeria 
and Africa within the next five to 10 years, The Jagz is poised to 
become a flagship of African luxury. 

“Today is not just the commissioning ceremony of one hotel, 
we have the honour of making history by launching the first 
indigenous luxury hotel brand in Africa.  The decision for 
Ibadan as the location of choice to launch our vision is devoid 
of emotion.  In this global age, discerning investors will always 
invest where there is an opportunity to maximise profit and 
at locations that offer the least resistance to the flow of capital. 
I would like to place it on record, for posterity’s sake, that we 
got our approval to construct this edifice within four weeks of 
application (a record in any part of the world) and we did not 
pay an extra kobo above what is stipulated by law.  For this and 
much more, we are appreciative.

“Africa is the undisputable home of Hospitality, and 
we are focused on re-establishing this fact in the global 
hospitality industry.

“We have commenced the construction of our 5-star 
hotel in Abuja and intend to rapidly establish our presence 
across Nigeria and Africa we are confident that this is the 
age of Africa and intend to place all our bets on the future 
of our beloved Continent,” he said.

The CEO who disclosed that Makinde’s Omituntun 2.0 
vision, focused on exploring tourism and solid minerals, 
positions Ibadan as a preferred weekend getaway from 
Lagos, maintained that “The Jagz” will make Ibadan an 
attractive location for global tourists visiting historical sites 
in the region.

While urging corporate leaders to bring their business 
to Ibadan, rather than taking it to other global locations, 
Adegbulugbe expressed gratitude to Makinde for his 
visionary leadership, restoring pride to the Yoruba race 

and placing Africa firmly on the global stage.
Makinde in his remarks, assured both local and foreign 

investors that his administration would continue to provide 
adequate security for investments and businesses in the state. 

He called on investors to bring their money to invest in 
the state, noting that the state has an enabling environment 
to support their businesses and that his administration is 
ever ready to support investors who are ready to partner 
with the government to expand the economy of the state. 

“I also want to congratulate Engr. Kayode Adebulugbe 
and the entire team. I was glad when you told me that this 
is almost 100 per cent local content. The Oyo State Govern-
ment only provided the enabling environment for this to 
happen. We did not put any government money in it. So, 
this is a demonstration of the Oyo State model; we provide 
the environment and the investment will come.

“What we are commissioning today is the resilience that 
we are talking about when it comes to Nigeria and Oyo 
State. Some people may decide that they want to fold their 
arms and complain from today till tomorrow. But others 
who are serious would have an appreciation of the environ-
ment that we are in and would soldier on.

“So, I want to say congratulations to Kayode and his team. 
I thank you for not being one of those people who would 
just sit back and complain.

You and the team were bullish to put this investment in 
here. And, as a government, I can tell you that we will do 
everything within our power to ensure that this investment 
is protected.

“Under Omituntun 1.0, we focused on four major pillars 
including education, health, expansion of our economy and 
security. For this to continue, people have to feel safe and 
secure in this environment. So, we will do everything to 
ensure that people feel safe and secure.Under Omituntun 
2.0, as part of a move to expand our economy, we added 
tourism and solid minerals development. So, this is a 
commitment to that ideal. 

“Every Friday, it is always difficult to get hotel rooms in 
Ibadan because people are coming from all over the state, 
especially Lagos.  People should keep coming as we are 
happy. So, this is an edifice that we would protect at all 
cost”, he said.

To show that the hotel has become talk of the town, 
less than 24 hours after its commissioning, the Ataoja of 
Osogboland, Oba Jimoh Oyetunji, led some traditional 
rulers and Council of Imams and Alfas on a visit to 
its management. The monarch who could not hide his 
satisfaction about what he described as a magnificent 
edifice, insisted that such a project must be constructed in his 
domain in Osogbo. 

The Managing Director of The Jagz Ibadan, Mr. Lugard 
Agbomoagan, while quoting Oba Oyetunji, “As a matter of 
fact, he mentioned and stressed where he wants the hotel to be 
situated. This was after he saw the city view of the hotel from 
the 4th floor in the presence of his entourage.”

Boosting Hospitality Industry in Oyo 

National Coordinator, National HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis and STI Control Programme, Federal Min-
istry of Health, Dr Adebobola Bahorun; Director General, National Agency for the Control of AIDS 
(NACA), Dr  Temitope Ilori; Country Director of UNAIDS, Dr Leo Zekeng and Representative of PEP-
FAR Coordinator, Dr Margret Shelleng, during the State  Engagement on HIV Sustainability in Abuja 

L-R: Director Service Matters, Public Service Office/Office of the Head of Service, Mrs. Bopo 
Oyekan-Ismaila; Lagos State Head of Service (HOS), Olabode Agoro; Commissioner of Police, FCT 
Command, CP Tunji Disu and The Permanent Secretary, Public Service Office/Office of the Head of 
Service, Mrs. Sunkanmi Oyegbola, during HOS visit to CP Disu in Abuja ....yesterday

L--R, Coordinator, National Sugar Institute Ilorin, Dr. Abiodun Adeyemo; National Sugar Development 
Council Director of Policy, Planning, Research & Statistics, Abba D. Babangida; and Dangote Sugar Re-
finery Plc, Numan Operations, Group General Manager Operations Services, Bello Dan–Musa during the 
National Sugar Development Council monitoring visit to Dangote Sugar Refinery Plc Numan Operations 
in Adamawa… yesterday

L-R; Winner of Ecobank Super Reward monthly draw, Adebayo Musibau Adedare; Regional Head, Apapa/
Isolo Region Lagos, Ecobank Nigeria, Otega Odjegba;  Winner of Ecobank Super Reward monthly draw , 
Okeke Maduabuchi; Zonal Coordinator, Southwest, Federal Competition and Consumer Protection Com-
mission, Susie Onwuka; and Head, Consumer Segment and Products, Ecobank Nigeria, Victor Yalokwu 
at the Announces of Ecobank Nigeria 88  lucky winners in Millionaire Geng quarterly Promo draw in La-
gos…  yesterday

Makinde
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PERSPECTIVE

Dahiru Ali 

The growth and development of Third World 
economies are usually hampered, largely, by 
the extractive nature of their productive bases. 
This developmental challenge is quite rife in the 
African continent.

Take Nigeria as an example, the highest 
revenue the country ever recorded from the 

export of crude oil in a year was $35 billion in 2011. As an 
absolute figure, the amount may seem impressive but it peters 
out significantly if compared with the country’s productive 
potential per capita.

 Nigeria is often referenced in very superlative terms as a 
land brimming with abundant natural and human resources. 
Nigerians speak of their country with great pride. Of course, 
they deserve the bragging right. Nigeria is a rich country of 
very happy people. One in every four black people in the 
world is a Nigerian, it is claimed. With a GDP of $474.5billion 
as of 2019, and growing at 3.19 per cent in 2024, Nigeria has 
the largest economy in Africa.

Unfortunately, the Nigerian economy is dependent on the 
export of oil and other natural produce for its mainstay. In 
other words, several decades of pivoting Nigeria’s develop-
ment effort on finite resources have not led to much. This has 
led successive federal administrations to promise diversifica-
tion of the productive base of the Nigerian economy, with 
most, if not all of them, failing to walk the talk.

The most epochal decision to catalyse the economic 
potential of the Nigerian economy on a sustainable basis was 
taken in 2018 when the National Economic Council (NEC) 
initiated the National Human Capital Development Program 
to address poverty and ensure sustainable economic growth.

This decision may have arisen from the realisation that the 
most strategic growth plan is that which targets individuals as 
economic agents, or the engine room that drives much needed 
growth and development on a sustainable basis.

According to NEC, the, “HCD Program is an effort to 
accelerate more and better-streamlined investments in people 
for equitable and economic growth in Nigeria.” At this 
juncture, it is timely to address the subject matter of Human 
Capital Development.

The World Bank Human Development Project defines Hu-
man Capital as consisting “of the knowledge, skills, and health 
that people accumulate throughout their lives, enabling them 
to realise their potential as productive members of society.” In 
other words, HCD is the painstaking exercise of transforming 
the human population of a society from being a liability to an 
economic asset that is required for the transformation of such 
society along a positive growth trajectory.

According to the National Economic Council (NEC) HCD 
document, “Over the past decade, many of the key metrics 
relating to Human Capital Development (HCD) in Nigeria have 
been going in the wrong direction. Nigeria’s performance across 
all major global HCD indices, including the United Nations 
Human Capital Index, the Institute of Health Metrics and Evalu-
ation (IHME) Expected Human Capital Index, and the World 
Bank Human Capital Index, is below the global average, as well 
as below the average for developing economies in sub-Saharan 
Africa (SSA).”

The reasons for this high rate of underdevelopment of the 

human capital are not far-fetched, taking into account the low 
level of budgetary provisioning for education, decrepit state of 
infrastructure, pervasive state of insecurity and global economic 
headwinds.

A lifeline for our nation
The race towards developing the human capital assets of 

Nigeria may appear belated but the next best time is NOW! It is 
the cornerstone from which the building blocks of the Nigerian 
economy, post-Covid shall be aligned in aid of the realising the 
overarching objective of establishing a knowledge-based economy.

According to the Vice President, Senator Kashim Shettima, 
Chairman of the NEC drives the Human Capital Development 
project, the “Program is a lifeline for our nation and built on the 
collective realisation that enough is enough.

Enough of the cycles that have held us back. Enough of the 
legacies of unplanned high fertility rates and alarming maternal 
and under-five mortality rates.”

Senator Shettima who spoke while launching the Nasarawa 
State Human Capital Development in Lafia declared that HCD 
is a treasure which contains solutions to Nigeria’s human “capital 
challenges by focusing on education, health, and workforce 
development.”

Nigeria’s Human Capital Development project is now in the 
second phase (HCD 2.0) with emphasis on gender and equal 
opportunities, climate change and sustainability, digital economy 
and financial inclusion as well as food and nutrition.

With steady progress being made in attaining the set targets 
in the three thematic areas of health, education and skills, 
labour force participation and livelihoods, coupled with the 
avowed determination of the Vice President, as well as the HCD 
Secretariat towards the attainment of these goals, the presidency is 
not just walking the talk this time, but resolved to surpass its own 
targets.

This is self-evident from the Vice President’s declaration that 
“The unemployment rates, the growing informal sector, and low 
labor force participation must be reversed. This is the dystopia our 
Human Capital Development Program is designed to abate, 
under the mandate of His Excellency President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, GCFR. For so long, at the National Economic Council, 
we have debated the ideal nation we wish to build and the 
paths we are to achieve it.”

Human Capital Development: Empowering Nigerians for Global Competitiveness

Read full article online - www.thisdaylive.com 
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Shettima

Sam Hart 

Nigeria has been recording women’s low 
participation in elective and appointive 
positions. This is a growing concern to 
many Nigerians. However, concerted 
efforts have been made by government 
and non -governmental organisations 
to increase the level of participation 

of women in politics in line with the declaration made 
at the fourth World Conference on women in Beijing, 
China (otherwise known as the Beijing Conference), which 
advocated 30 per cent affirmative action.

In Nigeria, the extant National Gender Policy (NGP) 
recommended 35 per cent affirmative action instead and 
sought for a more inclusive representation of women with 
at least 35 per cent of both elective political and appointive 
public service positions respectively.

From the advent of electoral party politics in Nigeria to 
the current dispensation, the narrative has been the same. 
Women are on record to have almost 50 per cent of the 
population in Nigeria and during elections, they are on 
record to be responsible for over 51 per cent of the total 
votes cast across jurisdictions yet, data on women elected 
and appointed officials in Nigeria have been abysmal.

The 2023 general elections, the most recent general 
elections in Nigeria, have again, delivered low numbers 
for women in the National Assembly. The representation 
of women in the 10th Assembly (2023 – 2027) is not a 
significant improvement from the outgoing 9th Assembly. 
The 10th Assembly has women occupying 3 out of 109 seats 
(2.7 per cent) in the Senate and 17 out of 360 seats in the 
House of Representatives (4.7 per cent), which represents 4.2 
per cent of the 469-member Assembly. In the 9th National 
Assembly (2019 – 2023), there were 8 female Senators 
(7.3 per cent) and 13 female Members of the House of 
Representatives (3.6 per cent), which represents 4.5 per cent 
of the entire Assembly.

A study by Hadiza  Lemo for the Campaign for the 
Defence of Democracy (CDD, 2023) shows that in the  2023 
general elections in Nigeria, a total of 18 political parties 
fielded 15,307 candidates contending for various political 
positions. However, the representation of women on the 
ballot was strikingly insufficient, with only 1,552 women 
standing as candidates.

This figure represents a mere 9.8 per cent of the total 
number of candidates. Unfortunately, the outcome was 
equally disheartening, as only 78 women emerged victori-
ous, constituting a meager 5.2 per cent of the total women 
who participated in the elections.

Furthermore, when focusing specifically on the Senate 
and House of Representatives races, out of the 378 women 
who ran for these seats, 20 women (3 Senate and 17 House 
of Representatives) were successful in securing victory.

What this shows is that after seven general election 
cycles in Nigeria since 1999, the number of women in the 

Senate has dropped to what it was at Nigeria’s return to 
democracy in 1999.

Conversations to improve women’s political representa-
tion in Nigeria have been on the front burner of civil society 
advocacy but does not appear to have yielded tangible 
results.  A novel Constitution Alteration bill to provide 
specific legislative seats for women at Federal and State 
levels did not pass in the 9th National Assembly. However, 
civil society organisations (CSOs) and women’s rights 
campaigners are braced for renewed campaign on the 
matter.

The Policy, Legal and Advocacy Centre (PLAC) is at the 
forefront of efforts to support the 10th National Assembly 
to resolve this worrisome impasse. This time around, PLAC 
is working assiduously with the House of Representatives 
Committee on Constitution Review led by Deputy Speaker 
Benjamin Kalu to start the advocacy early and get all 
relevant stakeholders on board.

The Committee has prepared the bill again and it is 
determined to work on the bill in concert and consultation 
with other CSOs and women groups.

It is instructive to note that a study by the Nigerian 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS, 2019) shows that despite the low 
representation of women in the National Assembly, the bills 
sponsored by female legislators has had significant impact 
on the lives of all Nigerians.

Women’s lack of adequate participation in Legislative 
processes has negatively impacted promotion and enforce-
ment of their rights. An example is the Gender and Equal 
Opportunity Bill which was presented at the Nigerian 
Senate for a second reading on 15th March 2016 and was 
rejected. One could argue that one of the reasons why 
the Bill was not passed is because only seven of the 109 
Senators were women. Men’s efforts, if any, to promote 
these rights are not sufficient, because they are not direct 
beneficiaries. Discrimination against women resulting in 
their exploitation was traced to so many militating factors 
from tradition–culture, to male supremacy and preference in 
resource generation.

Comparison with Other Jurisdictions
Several countries have done well in terms of fostering 

greater participation of women in politics. Some of these 
countries include Rwanda, Kenya, United Arab Emirates, 
among others.

In Rwanda, women occupy 61 per cent of its parliamenta-
ry seats. Over the years, the country has continued to record 
a consistent increase in the percentage of women occupying 
seats in Parliament. The 2003 Rwandan Constitution set a 30 
per cent quota for women Parliament Members, hence the 
impressive increase from 18 per cent of women representa-
tion in Parliament in the 1990s to 61 per cent currently.

 In the recent Kenyan elections, the number of women 
legislators rose to more than 20 per cent, more than double 
compared to the previous elections. As reported by the UN 
Women, they contributed to this result by providing training 

NASS Constitution Review Committee’s Efforts to Improve Women’s Representation in Politics
to nearly 900 female candidates in all 47 counties and 
running a Campaign for Women in Leadership to encourage 
voters to vote for women.

The United Arab Emirates, a predominantly Muslim 
Country, has also done well to increase the number of 
women in the country’s parliament. In 2018, President 
Sheikh Khalifa Al-Makhtoum called for Emirati women to 
occupy half of the seats on the Federal National Council. 
By creating quotas for increased women’s representation in 
parliament, the country made an impressive jump from 85th 
in the world in 2019 to 3rd in 2023.

A study by Emaediong Lawrence for Borg.re notes that 
whilst appointments into federal and state cabinets, and 
other political appointments should be by merit, it is still 
key that Government should be mindful of striking a gender 
balance. It is therefore recommended that the country’s 35 
per cent affirmative action for women’s representation in 
politics be codified into law. Having legislation that requires 
Government at all levels to have at least 35 per cent repre-
sentation of women in appointive public service positions 
will be a good way to engender greater participation of 
women in politics.

 Again, whilst merit should always be prioritised in the 
appointment of people into public offices, there is a dispro-
portionate number of men in those public service positions. 
This proposed legislation will also help to encourage the 
training and empowerment of women with knowledge and 
skills, relevant to the various appointive offices so that when 
it is time for appointments, the excuse that there are no 
qualified women will not hold water.

Conclusion
To fast-track progress towards gender parity in political 

representation, this study suggests that stakeholders should 
see women’s political underrepresentation as a question of 
discrimination against women, rather than that of women’s 
lack of resources. It is posited that direct and indirect 
mechanisms of exclusion are at work in the society in 
general, and that these mechanisms of exclusion have had 
a special impact on women’s participation in the political 
process.

From this perspective, the strategy for addressing women’s 
political underrepresentation should focus on changing how 
the political institutions themselves work, rather than on 
adjusting the resources and capacities that women do or do 
not possess. This approach, therefore, locates the responsibil-
ity for dealing with the issue of political underrepresentation 
of women squarely with the political institutions.

This study considers the introduction of an electoral 
gender quota for the recruitment and election of female 
candidates as the most appropriate institutional change 
required to enhance gender equity in political representation.

https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2024/10/19/nass-constitution-review-committees-efforts-to-improve-womens-representation-in-politics/
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T
he question on everybody’s lips  
is why did you join Labour Party, 
a party in crisis?

I don’t really want to agree with 
you that the Labour party is in crisis 
compared to what we are seeing 
in every other party. Like I always 

say, political parties are human organisations, and 
like in any human organisation, issues like this will 
always come up because a lot of interests will clash, 
and ambitions will also clash. So in the course of 
this clash, there is certainly going to be some level 
of disagreement, but they are all resolvable because 
they are all part of human evolution. It is a human 
organisation. So for me, it is not a big issue. I also 
believe very strongly that the issues they have, just 
like in all other political parties, will be resolved. That 
is why we are all human beings.

What will you tell those that feel the odds would 
have favoured you more if you had remained with 
the APC?

My leaving the APC is not about me. Two critical 
indices in political contestation must be weighed 
before making final decisions. And those two indices 
are the person and the platform. These are two criti-
cal political components. For you as the person, it 
is about you making the decision. You will probably 
consult your family or those very close to you, your 
loved ones. It is understandable, but it is about you 
making the decision. However, when it has to do 
with the platform, it involves not only you, this time 
around; it involves your political family. It involves your 
friends. It involves a lot of people, and a lot of issues 
are put into contestation and put into consideration 
before you can arrive at the decision. For me, when I 
decided and made up my mind that I was going to run 
for election, the next thing was the platform. So, I 
decided to talk with both my campaign organisation, 
my friends, my followers, those who believe in me, in 
my ideology and my principles, and those who think 
they can work with me. After all considerations, the 
odds appeared to favour LP, and that is why I had to 
pitched my tent with the party.

Will it be right to say that the driving force 
behind this movement is the governorship ticket 
of Anambra State?

There is no doubt about the fact that I want to 
run for the governorship of Anambra State. I have 
made it abundantly clear. I have spoken about it in 
private and in public. That is not even a contention. 
I am going to run for the governorship of Anambra 
State God’s willing.

But have you weighed it to know whether 
the odds favour you actualising your ambition 
through LP?

I don’t see any odd, because it is a process. And 
what is the process, when you are in a political party 

in our state, and it’s very disheartening. There are 
quite a lot of things they have not done well, especially 
the economic policy, surprisingly, very surprisingly. 
The economic policies are not having much impact 
on the lives of an average Anambrian. Their style of 
taxation is not also the best. There are many other 
things that Anambra State people will not like or have 
rejected and will not accept. We feel so disappointed.

What is the level of acceptability by the Anambra 
people judging by your consultations so far?

I wish you could ask an average Anambra man 
that question, but I can comfortably tell you that I 
have reasonable goodwill in the State that I can build 
on. My people know my competence and capacity.

Will it be right to say that it is Peter Obi that 
motivated you to join LP?

Not at all, but that is not to say that Peter Obi does 
not have an impact to make in the politics of Anambra 
State. Anybody who says that he does not have an 
impact is a joker. The truth about it is that he is a light 
in Anambra State; he served the State creditably 
well and left on a clean slate. So, he is a force you 
can’t wish away. He is a credible Anambra son who 
can be trusted, and who has been trusted in the past 
because he has never betrayed the confidence 
Anambra people reposed in him.

As I keep telling people, my principal agenda in run-
ning for governorship of Anambra State is to restore 
the confidence of the people in their government. 
The moment you lost the confidence of the people, 
just like we have now, you have lost it.

But, the moment you can gain people’s confidence 
in their government, administering them becomes 
a lot easier. They will make every sacrifice and do 
everything to ensure you succeed. They will see the 
government as their own and that is talking about 
acceptability. I know the Anambra electorate are 
the deciding factor in the election.

How much acceptability will you get from the 
Anambra billionaires who usually have a seri-
ous influence on the outcome of governorship 
elections?

There is no doubt that Anambra billionaires have a 
lot of impact on the outcome of the State governor-
ship elections. You cannot also wish the billionaires 
away, but the average Anambra man in the street 
has a major stake in this project.

How true is the impression that Nigerian 
politicians are so insensitive to the plights of 
the masses?

It is not true. It is not true. If counting the politicians 
includes me, then I can tell you that it is not a true 
assertion, because I know I feel the pains of the people. 
I know that the challenges are quite enormous. I know 
the people are not happy. I feel it, and I am sure the 
President and those in the positions of responsibility 

and they throw a position open and you are desirous, 
you throw your heart in the ring, then the political 
party members will now decide if you are their best 
option, and if you are, they will support you. If you 
are not, they support whoever they consider as their 
best option.

And if you are lucky to be the person considered, you 
move to the next level, which is the general election. 
You will appear before the Anambra State electorate, 
the state I come from, to ask for their support. And 
even if you are lucky to get their support, to God be 
the glory.

Have you considered the challenges ahead of 
you going into that election and what are your 
chances of winning in Anambra, a State with 
APGA stronghold?

Yes, I have considered the challenges and I can tell 
you that my chances are very high. The realities are 
more than having a party like APGA as a tradition in 
the State. The situation is a case of people having a 
wrong assumption. Yes, APGA has been in power in 
Anambra for a long time now and that is a fact we 
must acknowledge, but the truth about it is, what 
is the situation on ground? Are the people happy 
with the government? I can tell you that the answer 
is no. You can do an independent investigation; you 
can talk to as many people as possible, that the 
feelings of APGA being on the ground may not be 
there anymore. It is about who the people want. The 
Anambra state political elite are going to consider 
the persons involved, weigh them according to 
their merits, and their demerits, check who will be 
better for Anambra State, and then give the person 
an opportunity. So, I am not bothered about what 
APGA has done there in the past. They have been 
there before, but an incumbent administration 
has been changed in this country. We are going to 
do lots of things when we come to power to change 
the narrative in the State.

Without stampeding you into unveiling your 
manifesto, what are those things that Governor 
Soludo is doing that you intend to do better?

There are many of them. It is against my political 
principle and I find it difficult to criticise any admin-
istration without providing a viable alternative. I am 
going to soon unveil a comprehensive manifesto that 
will deal with all the issues about governance. But I 
can simply say, off the cuff, that the government of 
Soludo has failed in terms of infrastructural decay. 
Anambra State has not had it this bad previously. 
There is total infrastructural decay. I repeat, Anambra 
State has not had it this bad before. There is total 
failure in many things, insecurity is at the maximum, 
and there is so much insecurity in the land. I wonder 
how somebody will be expecting any foreign or even 
local direct investment in a State that is insecure. 
No investor will come to any State if they feel it is 
insecure. We have challenges, insecurity is alarming Read full Interview online - www.thisdaylive.

com

Moghalu

Anambra People Not 
Happy with Soludo’s 
Government
The immediate past Managing Director of National Inland 
Waterways, Chief George Moghalu, bares his mind on 
his governorship ambition, the reason why he left the All 
Progressives Congress to join the Labour Party, among other 
national issues. Adedayo Akinwale brings the excerpts: 

George Moghalu

today are also feeling the same.
If you sit down with President Tinubu, what 

will you tell him?
I don’t actually envy him. I know what he is facing. 

He is facing a lot of challenges. The challenges before 
him are quite enormous because things are not just 
going well. I am praying for him because my Bible 
tells me to pray for people in authority.

I pray for him every day and I ask God to give him 
the grace, and the strength that will help him and 
those in authority at all levels, up to counsellors, to 
have the feeling of the people and to have empathy, 
so that they can do their best putting in their best.

I agree that the decay before this administration 
came into the office was also quite enormous. Even 
the administration before this one also had challenges 
they inherited. But the truth is that it is like getting 
a sickness cured, any form of sickness, which takes 
a little time.

So, my appeal is, let our people be a little more 
patient. And to answer your question directly, I will 
appeal to him to see what can be done to cushion the 
effect of the difficulties people are going through. 
As to whether the challenges are enormous, they 
are on both sides, on the side of the governed and 
the side of the government.

Do you share the impression that APC is sponsor-
ing the crisis rocking most of the political parties 
in Nigeria?

I don’t want to share that impression. I don’t want 
to believe that because those sponsored must be 
fools to accept to destroy the houses they built. If 
the APC is sponsoring you to destroy your house, 
why allow them to do so? If sponsoring crises in other 
parties is what APC is doing every time, why can’t 
others do same in APC?

So why do you have to allow somebody from 
outside, whether APC or anywhere, to sponsor you 
to destroy your own party? It doesn’t make sense 
to me and that is why I don’t want to believe that.

Who is your godfather as you go into the contest 
for Anambra State governorship election?

I don’t have any godfather. God in Heaven is my 
father. I don’t have any godfather. My godfather 
is the Anambra people on the street. They are my 
number one godfather. They are the ones to decide 
with their votes whether George Moghalu is fit enough 
to govern them, and once they do that, I am good to go.

I ask you this question because of what is hap-
pening in the River States, do you feel the pain?

It is very unfortunate and very sad. I really feel very 
depressed because this is the type of embarrassment 
that we suffer. These are things that happen among 
Nigerian politicians. This is absolute nonsense that 
shouldn’t be. It shouldn’t be.
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10 Tips For Safe 
Driving In The Rain

Each year, nearly 75% of weather-related 
car accidents occur on wet pavement, and 
47% happen during rainfall. With lower light 
conditions and slippery surfaces, driving in 
the rain can be one of the most difficult and 
dangerous situations drivers encounter. With 
the rainy season on the way, here are 10 tips 
to help you stay safe on the roads.

1. Wait for the Weather to Improve.
If it’s not necessary to go out right away, 

postpone your trip or commute until the 
weather has improved. There’s no reason to 
unnecessarily put yourself at risk if you don’t 
need to!

2. Make sure your car’s equipment works.
Before driving in the rain, make sure your 

headlights, tail lights, and windshield wipers 
work well. These are all critical for good visibility! 
You should also check that you have sufficient 
tread on your tires. Bald tires have poor traction, 
even in the best road conditions—but they’re 
especially dangerous on slick roads. If you can 
see the wear bars or the tread is completely 
worn down, it’s time to get your tires replaced.

3. Drive slowly.
Although it’s always important to follow 

the speed limit, you should make a point to 
drive considerably slower than normal when it’s 
raining. In wet weather, it takes much longer to 
come to a complete stop. Hydroplaning is also 
more likely to occur. It’s especially important to 
go slower when it first starts raining because 
the fresh rain will bring out the oils on the road 
and make the surface even slicker.

4. Use your windshield wipers.
It might seem like common sense to use your 

windshield wipers, but it’s not uncommon for 
drivers to forget to turn them on in light rain. 
Your windshield wipers should clear raindrops 
from the glass in one swipe without smearing 
them or leaving streaks. If they don’t, or you 
can hear a scraping noise, it’s time to replace 
them. If a heavy downpour or storm is on the 
way, you may also want to consider applying 
water-repellent products on your windshield 
to help the water bead off.

5. Turn on your headlights.
If your windshield wipers are on, your 

headlights should be on, too—even if it’s mist-
ing. Headlights will significantly increase your 
visibility and make it easier for other vehicles 
to see you. Plus, it’s the law!

6. Keep your distance from other cars.
Since your car’s reaction and braking time 

are longer in wet conditions, you should always 
double the following distance between your 
vehicle and the one in front of you. This will 
also help you avoid water being kicked onto 
your windshield by larger vehicles, which can 
affect your visibility.

7. Avoid heavy or abrupt braking.
Slow, gradual braking is best in the rain. 

As you approach a stop, take your foot off 
the accelerator sooner than you normally 
would when you’re preparing to slow down, 
allowing your car to coast. Then, brake gently 
and gradually. Avoid using cruise control, so 
you stay more connected with braking and 
accelerating your vehicle.

8. Keep an eye out for standing water.
Driving through standing water increases the 

risk of hydroplaning. Hydroplaning happens 
when your tires lose traction, and your car 
drives on the surface of the water rather than 
the surface of the road—and it can be very 
dangerous. If it’s safe, try to drive around areas 
where water has collected by changing lanes 
or steering around them.

TIPS OF THE WEEKCarloha Demonstrates CNG Conversion in Arrizo 5 
to Automobile Technicians, Artisans at NATCO 2024

Kia’s First Pickup Truck, Tasman for World 
Premiere at Jeddah International MotorShow

C arloha, the 
franchise holder 
and assembler of 
Chery vehicles in 
Nigeria, recently 
demonstrated the 
Chery Arrizo 5’s 

CNG (Compressed Natural Gas) 
conversion capability, a significant 
step towards more eco-friendly 
transportation solutions in Nigeria.

The demonstration was done 
during the Nigerian Artisans and 
Technicians Conference (NATCO), 
held in collaboration with the 
Federal Ministry of Industry, Trade, 
and Investment, took place at the 
Old NITEL Compound, Lagos, on 
October 10, 2024.

The Arrizo 5 CNG technology, 
combines Chery’s modern design 
aesthetics with state-of-the-art tech-
nology, making it a standout option 
for eco-conscious consumers. It 
offers impressive fuel efficiency that 
translates to lower running costs for 
everyday drivers, with lower carbon 
emissions, contributing to a cleaner, 
greener future for Nigeria’s roads.

Carloha’s technical team explained 
how the system allows drivers to 
switch between CNG and petrol, 
giving them flexibility, cost savings, 
and a lower environmental footprint. 
Technicians were impressed with 
the vehicle’s adaptability and ease 
of use, receiving practical insights 
into the CNG system, maintenance 
tips, and the long-term benefits for 
Nigerian drivers and mechanics 
alike.

“This demonstration at NATCO 
is part of Carloha’s commitment to 
introducing cutting-edge technol-
ogy and more sustainable energy 
options to the Nigerian automobile 
sector,” said Mr. Samson Akin-
bowale, the Aftersales Manager of 
Carloha Nigeria. “We recognize the 
vital role technicians and artisans 
play in vehicle maintenance and are 
committed to empowering them with 

K ia has unveiled the final 
teaser video and images 
of the Kia Tasman ahead 
of the brand’s debut 
entry into the pickup 
truck market. The Kia 
Tasman will make its 

world premiere at the Jeddah International 
Motor Show later this month.

The latest video captures Kia’s dedication to 
pushing boundaries and taking on challenges, 
introducing the Kia Tasman as a testament 
to the brand’s thorough development and 
exhaustive testing of its first-ever pickup 
model.

The images reveal the pickup truck’s 
robust and solid silhouette, emphasizing 
the Kia Tasman’s utility and dependability, 
offering practicality and versatility across 
a wide variety of operating environments.

The Kia Tasman has been designed so 
owners can engage in a broad range of 
professional and lifestyle activities while 
addressing the drawbacks typical of exist-
ing pickup truck designs. It’s a progressive 
pickup that offers genuine utility, enhancing 
experiences and broadening possibilities.

Buyers are invited to ‘Dive into a New 
Dimension’ thanks to the Kia Tasman’s 
impressive off-road capability and top-tier 
features that include its revolutionary design, 
adaptability and safety.

Leveraging Kia’s 50 years of experience 
in the development of special purpose 
vehicles, including specialized models and 
off-roaders, the Kia Tasman also inherits 
the all-terrain technology showcased in the 

Demonstration of the Chery Arrizo 5’s CNG conversion capability at NATCO 2024

Kia’s first pickup truck, The Tasman (Source: Cline Collision Center)

recent Kia Telluride.
The Kia Tasman was subject to a rigorous 

and extensive testing and development 
process, which was showcased through the 
brand’s ‘One More Round’ campaign. This 
series followed the pickup as it underwent 
1,777 specific tests conducted over more than 
18,000 cycles of evaluation.

The series’ title ‘One More Round’ signifies 
the immense efforts and determination to 
set the highest possible standards during 
the Kia Tasman’s development. Taking 
place across a range of environments, these 
covered everything from off-road testing 
to wading, all-terrain durability, towing, 
on-track performance, and ride and handling.

the knowledge and tools to adapt to 
this new wave of automotive innova-
tion.”

In appreciation to Carloha Nigeria, 
the Conference convener, Mr. Dayo 
Bello, said, “We are very grateful to 
all our supporters, especially Car-
loha, for the Chery display and CNG 
demonstration. We are equally glad 
to see that great things are begin-
ning to happen in the Automotive 
sectors, especially the assembling of 
new vehicles and the conversion of 
CNG interface with petrol engines 
that will help to save the cost of 
transportation in Nigeria.”

Company officials said, “Carloha 
is proud to be at the forefront of 
promoting sustainable driving 
solutions in Nigeria, and the NATCO 
Conference was a testament to our 
ongoing efforts to introduce innova-
tive vehicles that align with global 

environmental standards.
“Carloha is the official dealer of 

Chery vehicles in Nigeria, offering 
a wide range of models that cater 
to diverse customer needs. With a 
focus on innovation and sustain-
ability, Carloha is dedicated to 
providing Nigerian motorists with 
cutting-edge automotive solutions, 
alongside excellent customer service 
and after-sales support.

“Carloha Nigeria, offers a 
remarkable 6-year warranty/200,000 
kilometers, 6-year free service on 
all Chery vehicles, a flexible auto 
financing solution with the best 
price for all vehicles, and 247 
services and parts support nation-
wide. This ensures that owners can 
enjoy their Chery with confidence, 
knowing they have reliable support 
and service from Chery for years to 
come.”
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T 
he Federal Ministry of Art, 
Culture and Creative Economy 
in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Industry, Trade, and 
Investment under the leadership 
of Hannatu Musa Musawa and 
Doris Uzoka-Anite, respectively, 

recently organised a stakeholders’ forum on 
the National Intellectual Property Policy and 
Strategy (NIPPS). 

The engagement forum held in Abuja, was 
attended by officials from the Federal Ministry 
of Justice, all relevant government agencies, 
World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO), 
International Finance Corporation (IFC) and 
other key players from the private sector to 
ventilate on the NIPPS and come up with final 
suggestions on how to improve the policy before 
it’s taken to government for final approval, 
which will drive its quick implementation in 
order to protect intellectual property (IP) in 
Nigeria. 

According to the World Intellectual Property 
Organisation, intellectual property refers to 
creations of the mind: innovations; literary and 
artist intellectual works; and symbols, names, 
and images in commerce. While intellectual 
property rights are the rights given to persons 
over the creations of their minds. They usually 
give the creator an exclusive right over the use 
of his/her creation for a certain period of time. 

Today, United States of America is leading 
in the world in terms of the protection of 
intellectual property rights (IPR) which she 
achieved based on proper collection of data 
and documentations. But Nigeria with its huge 
talents is unable to protect the intellectual 
property rights of individuals and entities 
due to existing obsolete laws. This is what 
gives impetus to the timeliness of the latest 
conversations on intellectual property rights in 
Nigeria powered by ministries of Art, Culture 
and Creative Economy; and Industry, Trade 
and Investment. Both ministers had constituted 
two committees to re-valuate the draft IP policy 

document in May 2024.
In her welcome address, Musawa said the 

engagement was the start of the final steps into 
boosting Nigeria’s National Intellectual Property 
Policy, adding that ideas are the foundation of 
human existence. 

“Though they may manifest in different forms 
and are captured via different means, they are 
a reflection of the greatness that is within us.

“The protection of ideas, and more importantly 
the acknowledgment of the significance of ideas 
to our development is thus paramount.

“The invention of new medicines and seeds, 
the creation of new industrial processes, the 
composition of music, the writings of literature, 
these are all key pillars of society, that make for 
a richer existence.

“Our cultural and traditional innovations 
need protection, our foods and produces need 
documenting and marketing to the benefit of 
our people.

Oyo State Governor, Seyi Makinde, has 
expressed the hope that in line with his 
administration’s zeal to expand the state’s 
economy through tourism, the Igbo-Ora Festival 
of Twins and Multiple Births will be promoted 
to gain World Heritage Site.

Makinde, who stated this at the annual World 
Twins Festival themed: ‘Twinning for Love, 
Unity and National Economic Reorientation’ 
held at the Methodist Grammar School, Igbo 
Ora, said his government would continue to 
promote the festival because of its uniqueness 
and importance to Ibarapaland in particular 
and Oyo State in general.

Makinde, who was represented by his Deputy, 
Bayo Lawal, pledged his government’s continuous 
support for the festival to attract more investors, 
stating that this would be achieved through 
improvement of facilities and creation of an 
enabling environment needed for tourism to 
thrive in the state. 

“What we are doing today is something that 
is worth celebrating. You can see that we have 
a lot of people who came here from far and 

Charles Ajunwa 

Portland Hotel and Resort has revolutionised 
the hospitality industry in Nigeria with its world-
class facilities and services that keep customers 
coming back for more.

Recently upgraded from 70 to 135 suites, this 
four-star luxury hotel enjoys a breathtaking world 
of class in the luxurious tranquility of Cedar 
Wood Estate, close to Celestine Omehia Road, 
Port Harcourt.

It serves for leisure, tourism and business travel.
The Chief Executive Officer and owner, Mr. 

Azubuike Ihemeje, one of Nigeria’s most respected 
and influential Attorneys said, “our aim is to 
provide our guests with a worldly experience 
that will be treasured. 

“With our beautiful facilities and excellent 

“We are in the age of ideas. The expression 
of these ideas continue to create and power 
great cities around the world, allowing us to 
be in constant and instant communication, 
cured a global health pandemic, and won us 
here in Nigeria positive global recognition and 
influence across food, music and fashion. We 
must adequately protect the expression of ideas 
as well as create the enabling environment for 
these expressions to grow and bear fruit for 
us to have the kind of leapfrog growth and 
development our people need and hope for,” 
Musawa said.

Musawa also said the, “the administration 
of President Bola Ahmed Tinubu is focused 
on promoting and attracting investments and 
partnerships in and to Nigeria and is keen to 
create the right framework that encourages ease 
of doing business, serves the public interest, and 
help us attract investment into the cultural and 
creative sectors of the economy.

wide for this event,” Makinde said.
Also in his address, the Olu of Igbo Ora, 

Oba Jimoh Titiloye, appreciated Makinde for 
promoting the twins festival as a platform for 

Protecting Intellectual Property

Oyo Set to Promote Igbo Ora Twins Tourism Destination

Portland Hotel and Resort Boosts Hospitality

National Association of Nigeria Travel Agencies 
(NANTA) has confirmed its strategic participation 
as a registered exhibitor at the November 5th to 
7th World Travel Market (WTM) taking place in 
London, with a prolific and innovative hashtag, 
capturing its massive membership presence and 
marketing reach. 

The beautiful electronic flyer design rolled out 
from the stable of the association’s Public Relations 
Officer, Mrs. Adelola Adewole, signifies the intent 
of the association leadership to maximise the 
full potential of digital technology in marketing 
communications as NANTA members who have 
registered and confirmed their participation are  
encouraged to further escalate their brand and 
organisational skills through the coloured electronic 
flyer embossed by the a colourful WTM logo, 
indicating NANTA registered pavilion for easy 
location for trade enquiries and information 
about Nigeria’s cultural tourism products and 
offerings.

The association, apart from the “# I will be 
at WTM” would weekly unveil additional 
hashtags to drive robust digital marketing 
presence and reach, targeting foreign trade 
opportunities interested in Nigeria’s cultural 
tourism market and in addition to tagging global 
tourism groups and tourism platforms thus 
saturating global media space with NANTA’s 
exponential hunt for corporate communities 
and individuals on search engines looking for 
creative marketing links and ready markets.

On its WTM delegates platform, about 100 
members of the association with visas and 
confirmed hotel bookings have embraced 
the NANTA/WTM hashtag train with their 
pictures and agency’s identity, flourishing their 
Facebook, Instagram and other social media 
handles, deliberately tagging their vast local and 
international contacts which has endeared the 
association to the Reeds exhibition, organisers 
of the biggest global tourism trade event. 

The Principal Executive of Flyzone Tourism, 
Mr. Awomoyi Ayodeji, was among other 
professionals honoured as ‘Ambassador’ by 
the ECOWAS Youth Council in appreciation of 
his dedication, hard work and diligence in the 
area of service to humanity and commendable 
works as an advocate and relentless crusader of 
promoting development of the African youth. 

Speaking at the sideline of the ceremony 
held recently in Lagos, Ayodeji said the award 
was a deserved honour as it recognised his 
hard work, dedication and commitment in 
all his works. 

“This is connected to my laudable antecedents 
of dedication, hard work and diligence in the 
area of service to humanity and commendable 
works as an advocate and relentless crusader 
of promoting development of the African 
youth,” he said. 

The honour is coming barely a year after he 
was honoured as Akwaaba Travel Personality 
of the Year, and a member of the 100 Tourism 
Personality in Nigeria and a member of the 
40 under 40 Nigeria.  

He had described Akwaaba African Travel 
Market as a strategic platform that continues 
to promote business opportunities for travel 
agencies, airlines, hotels, tour operators among 
others stakeholders, adding that Akwaaba 
brings different tourism boards, embassies, 
tour operators and travel agents together for 
business opportunities.

“The first thing is that there is no business 
without connection. When you have a product 
and the people do not know about it, then 
I’m not sure you can do anything. Even a 
bad product that is marketed well will sell 
more than a good product that is not well 
marketed. Akwaaba has helped travel agencies, 
airlines, hotels, tour operators to connect with 
one another.

Briefly
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The vital task of protecting and promoting Nigerian ideas, culture and innovations 
for generations to come formed the major thrust of a national intellectual property 
policy stakeholders’  forum in Abuja, writes Charles Ajunwa

tourism and an avenue for the 
expansion of the state’s economy.

Oyo State’s Commissioner 
for Culture and Tourism, Wasiu 
Olatunbosun, said the festival was 
unique, as it has incorporated twins 
from all the geopolitical zones in 
the state, with the target of entering 
the Guinness Book of World 
Records and also being enlisted 
by UNESCO as an intangible 
cultural heritage.

He added that the festival has 
promoted culture and tourism 
in the state, urging residents of 
Ibarapaland to embrace the festival 
and accommodate all the states 
in Nigeria.

In their speech, the Twins Festival 
Consultants & Initiators, Ambassador Taiwo and 
Kehinde Oguntoye, also appreciated Governor 
Makinde for being a lover and promoter of 
creative and innovative cultural adventures 
and tourism.

L-R: Director General, Nigerian Copyright Commission, Dr. John O. Asein; former Director, CED, FMITI, Mr. 
Irimiya Kaura; Chairman, IP Policy Steering Committee; ⁠Joseph Yilwa; Perm Sec, FMITI, Amb. Nura Rimi; 
Minister of Industry, Trade and Investment, Doris Uzoka-Anite; Minister of Art, Culture and Creative 
Economy, Hannatu Musa Musawa; Rep., Perm Sec, FMACCE, Rev Ben Anamah; Rep., Minister of Justice, 
Dr. Patrick Oyong; Nat. Coordinator-PVAC, Rep.Min. of Health, Dr. Abdul Mukhtar; WIPO Country Director, 
Mr. Tobi Moody; and IFC Country Advisor, Alicia Stephens, at the stakeholders’ forum in Abuja

A cross section of twins at 2024 World Twins 
Festival

Ihemeje

NANTA to Participate 
in WTM

Flyzone Boss 
Honoured 
as ECOWAS 
Ambassador

NOTE: Interested readers should continue 
in the online edition on www.thisdaylive.com

service, we are confident that Portland Hotels & 
Resorts will be the first choice for travelers to Port 
Harcourt and by extension, across ths country.”

At Portland Hotel and Resort, guests can enjoy 
24-hour room service where smart and friendly 
staff take care of your stay.

The hotel is located in the prime  “Garden City”, 
where the Port Harcourt Mall and the Nigerian Air 
Force Base are situated, providing travellers with 
easy access to the airport and major highways to 
reach their destinations.

With features like a state-of-the-art gym, and 
fitness, enthusiasts can exercise and relax at the 
hotel’s grass tennis courts, basketball court and 
mini golf course during their stay.

Portland Hotel and Resort features 135 luxury 
suites, three Presidential Suites, an Ambassador Suite 
and an Executive Suite making it one of its kind.
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by

D
AILY Trust of September 27 
welcomes us with copious 
grammatical crises: “We’ll restore 
peace in (to) APGA—Factional 
leader”

Next is its views page: “Parents 
have thus out of greed or fear 

of discharging their responsibilities to the (their) 
children, (needless comma—except if there had 
been one after ‘thus give (given) them out….”

“Both the federal and states (sic) government 
(federal and state governments) must take steps 
to ensure that….”

“There is thus the need to separate politicking 
from electioneering campaign.” ‘Electioneering’ 
encompasses ‘campaign.’

“…and the ousted leadership of the school’s 
parents/teachers’ association.” Education Today: 
parent-teacher association

“St. Saviour’s school commissions (why this 
particular verb when there are copious others?) 
N200m classrooms”

“Forex reserves drops (drop) 0.17% to three 
month (three-month) low” Because of its grouping 
role, the hyphen forms adjectives. Otherwise, some 
lexical combinations will become awkward and 
ambiguous.

Please note that ‘but’ and ‘however’ cannot 
co-function. And this: ‘at’ applies to a definite 
time; while ‘about’ refers to an approximate time. 
Therefore, to use both in the same environment 
is contradictory and confusing. But you can say 
‘at or about’…in an informal setting that allows 
such escapist latitude! Lastly: ‘likes’ take ‘compare 
with’ and unlike terms ‘compare to.’ An example, 
talking football: You can compare MLS striker 
Lionel Messi with former Real Madrid playmaker 
Christiano Ronaldo, but Messi to Usain Bolt, the 
world’s fastest man. However, at a classical level, 
some likes are incomparable with one another: 
Nigerian local league players cannot be compared 
with, but to, either Messi or Ronaldo!

and down trodden (downtrodden) has (had) indeed 
changed lives for the better, (a full stop) you are 
(were) indeed a rare gem.” (Full-page advertorial)

Vanguard Views Page of September 20 
takes over the baton with two errors: “There is 
a marked difference between political activities 
and electioneering campaigns.” In the interest of 
existential humanism, let us end it at ‘electioneering’ 
which includes ‘campaigns.’

“…the interest of the common man in the street.” 
The man in the street is basically common! Do not 
aggravate his circumstance by adding ‘common’!

“Glo’s Move to Greener Pastures (Move-to-
Greener-Pastures) campaign hits over 50, 000 
views (sic)”

“Man charged for (with) tossing wife off cruise 
ship”

The last slipshod entry from Vanguard just before 
its editorial: “Italy’s first back (black) minister gets 
death threat”

“…which are interpreted to include the right for 
(to) sexual preferences.”

Nigerian Tribune of September 19 goofed on 
many occasions: “FG says its (it’s) suffering (suffering 
from) cash crunch”

“Globacom to storm eight cities with Glo slide 
and bounce tour” Get it right: Glo slide-and-bounce 
tour. Does the telecommunications company have 
issues with hyphenation?

“Encomium galore as Anambra council boss bags 
award” City Beats: Encomiums galore

“The Lagos PDP, until recently, was bedevilled 
by intra-party crisis (an intra-party crisis) that has 
made….” Another possible entry: intra-party cries

“Obituary announcement” Just obituary!
“Corruption destroying the fabrics (fabric) of 

Nigeria”
“Eagles (Eagles’) attack worries Eguavoen” 
“Aba IPP was commissioned (inaugurated/

launched…) in August—Prof. Nnaji”
 “…the set-up that has proved to be every 

inch a drain of (on) public purse…” (The Guardian, 

Still on Daily Trust: “…activities of unlicensed 
designers is (are) shrinking its market in Nigeria.”

“Air-purifying, energy saving (why omit the 
second hyphen?) AC unveiled as Panasonic stirs 
competition”

“Police counsel Ogun monarchs on grassroot 
(grassroots) policing”

“Unlawful possession of firearms: Vigilante 
boss exonerated” Community Mirror: vigilance 
boss or vigilantes’ boss

“Ota DPO calls for concerted efforts (effort) 
in traffic management”

Finally from the Back Page of Daily Trust which 
circulated three blunders: “In this critical area, this 
government has failed woefully (abysmally)….”

“Another job creating (job-creating) initiative 
like the….”

“…functional national infrastructure which are 
still lacking in our oil dependent (oil-dependent) 
economy.”

Last Saturday’s edition of Leadership lied 
in defence of its advertorial freedom: “Mama, 
tens of decades of exemplary contributions to 
the upliftment (uplift) of common people….” There 
is no such word known as ‘upliftment’ in the English 
language lexicon.

Blueprint of September 12 did not practise robust 
journalism, as it advocates, on nine occasions: “Enjoy 
round the clock banking!” (Full-page advertisement 
by GT Bank) At your service adjectivally: round-
the-clock banking!

“HICC pledge (pledges) to support FG’s war 
against corruption.”

“Our daddy, on this auspicious occasion of your 
birthday anniversary….” ‘Birthday’ and ‘anniversary’ 
cannot co-function in the same environment.

“I am not an advocate for albinos to marry 
themselves (one another)….”

“It was a beehive of activities…as the celebrant’s 
(celebrator’s) parents….” Fairground: a hive of activity 
(not a beehive of activities)!

“Your fight for the less privilege (underprivileged) 

fajalive1@gmail.com
08033622806-  (SMS Only)

femi 
Akintunde-Johnson

COUNTERPOINT

T
he aftermath of the 
botched Africa Cup of 
Nations (AFCON) qualifier 
between Libya and Nigeria 
slated for Tuesday, 15 
October 2024, is one 
that will leave football 

lovers - especially Nigerians - clutching 
their heads in disbelief. Here we are 
again, witnessing how a beautiful, unify-
ing game, designed to showcase talent 
and national pride, has been marred by 
international embarrassment, harass-
ment, and a form of sportsmanship that 
borders on terrorism.

To understand the depths of the chaos 
that unfolded, one has to revisit the 
first leg of the match held in Uyo, the 
capital of Akwa Ibom State. A suppos-
edly straightforward fixture turned 
into a simmering pot of allegations and 
counter-allegations between the two na-
tions. The Libyan camp accused Nigerian 
officials and fans of maltreatment - from 
inadequate reception, transportation 
to downright hostility. Nigerians, on 
the other hand, pointed fingers at the 
Libyans for engineering a series of 
provocations aimed at rattling the Super 
Eagles. They said Libya’s national team 
had received the highest standard of 
hospitality, and the accusations were a 
mere ploy to unsettle Nigerian football’s 
administration.

But what really happened in Uyo? Was 
there an actual conspiracy to undermine 
the Libyan team, or were they clutching 
at straws? Eyewitness reports suggest 
that while emotions were high, the 
accusations leveled by the Libyans were 
exaggerated, if not entirely fabricated. 
There may have been instances of 
minor discomfort or lapses in protocol, 
but nothing deserving of international 
controversy. Libya, it seems, decided to 
play the victim card early on, perhaps 
as psychological warfare ahead of the 
second leg.

occasion for vengeful hostility?
So what can be done to prevent such 

incidents in the future? First, there 
needs to be a radical shift in how CAF 
and FIFA handle disciplinary actions. We 
can no longer afford a slap-on-the-wrist 
approach to these issues. There must be 
stricter penalties for teams and nations 
that engage in unsporting behavior, 
from player harassment to inciting 
violence. Host countries should be held 
accountable for the safety and well-being 
of visiting teams, with significant conse-
quences if they fail in their duties.

Moreover, African football federations 
must collaborate more closely to foster 
good relations, even in the face of fierce 
competition. Sports diplomacy, after all, 
is not just about winning games - it’s also 
about building bridges between nations. 
Events like the Africa Cup of Nations and 
other continental tournaments should 
be opportunities for teams to engage in 
community-building efforts off the pitch. 
This could involve joint training sessions, 
cultural exchanges, and other initiatives 
aimed at promoting unity through sport.

 In the end, what happened between 
Libya and Nigeria is more than a foot-
balling failure. It is a reflection of how far 
we still need to go in fostering a sense 
of brotherhood within African football, 
in particular, and the continent of Africa 
generally. We can - and must - do better. 
After all, if we can’t play together, how 
can we expect to thrive together as a 
continent? The Super Eagles may have 
had their wings harshly ruffled this time 
around, but African football must spread 
its wings again - stronger, united, and 
more determined to rise above the chaos.

On the pitch, however, the real ugliness 
manifested in the Libyan team’s playing 
style. What was billed as an exciting 
encounter descended into a display of 
negative football. From time-wasting 
tactics to exaggerated fouls, the Libyans 
perfected the dark arts of the game. It 
was clear they came to Uyo with only 
one intention: to frustrate the Super 
Eagles by any means necessary. A glaring 
example of this was the daylight robbery 
of Ademola Lookman’s goal, ruled offside 
despite the fact that it was miles away 
from such a call. Every sane football lover 
could see the injustice. But, of course, 
sanity on the football field can often 
be in short supply when referees allow 
themselves to be swayed by external 
forces.

 After their less-than-stellar perfor-
mance in Uyo, the Libyans didn’t waste 
any time making threats. They ostensibly 
promised to return the favor tenfold 
when the Super Eagles came to Libya for 
the second leg. Unfortunately, they were 
not joking. Reports began to circulate 
of how the Nigerian contingent faced 
a distressing ordeal upon their arrival 
in Libya. For several hours, they were 
denied access to basic necessities like 
food and water, and were barred from 
leaving what appeared to be an unused 
section of the airport. Their efforts 
to exit were thwarted, as they were 
forcibly restricted from boarding a bus 
they had personally arranged. To make 
matters worse, not a single representa-
tive from the Libyan FA was present 
to receive them, a gesture that should 
have been routine in such international 
fixtures.

 To add insult to injury, their chartered 
plane was rerouted to Al Abraq airport 
instead of the original Benghazi destina-
tion. This left the team stranded, forced 
to lie on cold steel seats, drifting through 
hours of boredom, uncertainty, and the 
looming fear of possible attack in the 

desolate surroundings. It was, by all 
accounts, an experience designed to 
undermine their morale and spirit.

This raises important questions 
about the role of CAF (Confederation 
of African Football) and FIFA in such 
situations. Historically, both organiza-
tions have a spotty record when it comes 
to dealing with incidents like these. In 
the past, we’ve seen CAF hand out fines 
and temporary bans for similar acts 
of unsporting behavior, but rarely 
do these sanctions seem to act as a 
deterrent. FIFA, too, has been criticized 
for turning a blind eye to politically 
charged incidents, preferring to main-
tain a ‘neutral’ stance on matters that 
require a more assertive approach. 
Their historical reactions suggest a 
tendency to sidestep controversy 
rather than confront it head-on.

The bigger question now is: What 
does this mean for goodwill and 
harmony within the African football 
community? Events like the Libya-
Nigeria AFCON debacle are corrosive, 
not just for the two countries involved 
but for the broader footballing 
landscape on the continent. Africa’s 
football reputation already suffers 
from frequent administrative failings, 
and incidents like these only serve to 
reinforce negative stereotypes about 
disorganization and infighting within 
African football. It makes one wonder: 
Are we not tired of shooting ourselves in 
the foot? 

The implications go beyond football. 
In an era when Africa is struggling to 
foster unity and economic collaboration 
through bodies like the African Union, 
sports should be a binding force. When 
football matches devolve into diplomatic 
spats and national circuses, it sends the 
wrong message about our ability to work 
together as a continent. How can we 
talk about African solidarity when even 
a simple game of football becomes an 

September 18)
 “...and that these have the potential to trigger 

off crisis (a crisis) the end of which nobody could 
fathom.”

Next is a special extract from the edition under 
review: “Reports said no fewer than 44 people 
were slaughtered penultimate Tuesday night by 
some unknown gunmen (we can never know the 
gunmen—so spare readers the ‘unknown’ trite!) at 
Dumba village on the outskirt (outskirts) of Baga 
town in the Kukawa Local Government Area of 
the state.”

“Our members have earned the allowances by 
working for the money and therefore we are not 
begging for crump (crumbs) from government.”

“She said the motive is (was) still unknown….”
Lastly from Daily Trust under examination: 

“Police cordons town hall over crisis” A rewrite: 
Police cordon off town hall after crisis

Daily Independent Online of August 28 committed 
juvenile errors: “…dignitaries at the event took their 
turn (turns) to thrash out the problems politicians 
have infested Nigeria with.”

“Influx of people stretch (stretches) our 
security—FCT CP”

“UN seeks Nigeria’s help to (at) restoring 
constitutional order in (to) Guinea Bissau”

THE NATION ON SUNDAY of October 13 
fumbled copiously: “…Ehoe division responded 
to a distress call at about 3.30 pm (at 3.30 p.m. or 
about 3.30 p.m.) that….” Both cannot co-function.

“Traders commend FG over (for) intervention 
on (in) closed shops”

“…in this interview with reporters, he said 
the North’s allegations that they are currently 
marginalized was (were) baseless….”

Daily Trust of August 21 offered readers a clownish 
mistake: “4 family members arrested in Abia over 
murder of kinsman” A rewrite: 4 family members 
arrested for kinsman’s murder

Libya vs Nigeria: Tarnished by Chaos 

‘Beehive of Activities’ Wrong
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As a student at Methodist Boys’ 
High School Lagos, Wahid Enitan 
Oshodi topped his class from 
Form One to Form Five, before 
he gained admission into the 

University of Lagos to study Engineering. 
However, the then school principal, Late Chief 
Ade Osuneye felt he should have put in for 
medicine considering his academic prowess. 
After graduating as an Engineer, he went 
on to study Law and today he runs a very 
successful law firm. But all these count for 
little compared to what he has achieved with 
Table Tennis in Nigeria and indeed Africa. 
He remains the first Nigerian to be elected 
into the board of the Commonwealth Table 
Tennis Federation and the first Nigerian to 
be elected ATTF President.

On what informed his quest for the 
ATTF Presidency, he said, “I believe we 
have new ideas that can help the growth 
of the game. Table Tennis is a massive 
product, but we need innovative think-
ing to turn it into a more attractive and 
lucrative sport.

“As time goes on, we will introduce new 
exciting events and, more importantly, 
new exciting ways of delivering our prod-
uct. It is not enough to have matches, but 
we must make these matches entertaining 
family fun events.”

Asked what it means to him to be in 
charge of table tennis in Africa now having 
started from Lagos State, and his set goals 
as ATTF boss, he responded, “I’m grateful 
for the opportunity to serve at this level. 
It’s been hard work over the years from 
state, regional, national and now continen-
tal, which is a big opportunity to improve 
table tennis in Africa. As a team, we did a 
lot of work in the past. Table tennis is an 

enormous product and we need innova-
tive thinking now to make it lucrative for 
the players, for the countries, and that 
is our target goal. We have a good team 
that has big contacts and understands the 
game. So an opportunity has presented 
itself to move forward with table tennis 
and make it one of the top three sports in 
Africa.

“We have to be honest with ourselves, 
football remains the leader in sports in 
Africa, basketball is also doing well with 
the support of the NBA and also athletics. 
“However, I think table tennis can fit into 
one of those three. This is the sport every-
body plays and now we have to make it 
more exciting, more lucrative. We have 
fantastic young players all over Africa.” 

While most people draw inspiration 
from former champions, for Oshodi, it 
is the administrators of table tennis of 
yesteryears that inspired him.

“People talk about the players of 
yesteryears, but for me it’s the administra-
tors of yesteryears, I’m a great fan of Dr. 
Adegboyega Efunkoya who was my 
neighbour while growing up and I learnt 
a lot watching some of the players who 
lived with him, such as the greatest player 
of that era, Atanda Musa, Olawunmi 
Majekodumi and the likes. Table tennis 
when I was growing up was a massive 
sport, but I learnt very quickly that I 
wasn’t that good a player, so I helped to 
count the scores and stuff like that and it 
helped me tremendously down this path 
and I’m grateful for that.

“It’s something I’ll dedicate to people 
like Dr. Efunkoya, even outside table 
tennis, people like General Henry Adefo-
wope, are the people we see administering 

L-R: Newly elected ATTF President, Nigeria’s Enitan Oshodi, ITTF President, Petra Sorling and Vice President of Japan Table Tennis Association, Hoshino Ichiro 
cutting the cake in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on Tuesday Oshodi

the sport. Thankfully, we are here today, 
but there is no point being here if we won’t 
make the difference and that is the most 
important thing. We need to take table 
tennis to the next level,” the University of 
Lagos Engineering graduate noted.

For the newly elected ATTF President, 
youth development, more participa-
tion, increased revenue, professional 
organisation, and improvements in our 
governance processes will be his focal 
points of development for African tennis 
under his watch.

“We will continue in this regard. The 
volume of young talents across the 
continent is a thing of joy to the federation 
but we need to find the resources to help 
their development. That is a key goal of 
the ATTF. 

Inadequacy of standard equipment is 
one of the banes of African table tennis, 
but the Methodist Boys’ High School, 
Lagos alumni said his administration is up 
to the task.

“We are already working with equip-
ment providers. We have an agreement 
with Butterfly, the top equipment manu-
facturer, for equipment supply at our 
three major events, but we now need to 
explore ways of getting equipment to our 
smaller federations. “Equipment is key 
to development, and we need to help our 
member associations source equipment 
at low prices. This means improving our 
marketing and seeking new sponsorship 
deals,” he said.

Oshodi indeed is cognisant of the fact 
that African players need to participate 
in more international tournaments to be 
better ranked in the world and he said it’s 
one of the cardinal points of his adminis-

tration.
“This is the way forward for our sport. 

We continue to look in this direction. 
We need to acquire resources to assist 
our top table tennis players. Again, this 
comes under our quest to seek funds,” he 
explained.

Oshodi’s journey in sports administra-
tion started in the year 2000 when he was 
appointed to the Lagos State Sports 
Council Governing Board under the 
administration of former Lagos State 
Governor, Bola Tinubu. He later became 
the chairman of the Lagos State Table 
Tennis Association (LSTTA) in the 
administration of Governor Babatunde 
Fashola and was later appointed 
Commissioner for Youth, Sports and 
Social Development in 2011. Thereafter, 
he was elected President of Nigeria Table 
Tennis Federation (NTTF) where he 
brought vibrancy to the sport, unearthing 
international stars like Quadri Aruna and 
Olajide Omotayo. Oshodi was recognised 
by the International Table Tennis Fed-
eration (ITTF) as he was appointed the 
chairman of its Nomination Committee. 

In 2019, he was elected the Deputy 
President of ATTF and in 2021, he beat 
candidates from China and Europe to top 
the voting for the post of the Executive 
Vice President of ITTF. His ingenuity in 
sports administration has made Nigeria 
one of the table tennis hubs in the world. 
On October 15, 2024, at the African Union 
headquarters in Addis Ababa, he was 
unanimously elected as the 6th President 
of ATTF. With his election, Oshodi is the 
only Nigerian currently presiding over a 
continental sports body.

Growing up playing table tennis, his dream was to become a top player but he soon realised that hard work without 
really having the natural talent might not be enough to make his dream materialise. Inspired by the likes of Dr. 
Adegboyega Efunkoya, who was administering the game while he was young, it was no surprise that Wahid Enitan 
Oshodi decided to delve into the administration of table tennis. Today, the former Commissioner for Sports in Lagos 
State has emerged one of the greatest administrators of ping pong in the world. Just last Tuesday in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia,  he was elected President of the African Table Tennis Federation, ATTF, the first Nigerian to achieve the feat, 
therefore, making him the only Nigerian currently presiding over a Continental sports body. Oshodi has vowed to 
take African table tennis to a new height. He spoke with Kunle Adewale shortly after his election as ATTF boss  

Taking African Table Tennis to Global Heights
Enitan Oshodi
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Head Coach Bankole Olo-
wookere has no doubts that 
Nigeria’s U17 girls, Flamingos, 
will have another great day in 
the office when they take on 
debutants Ecuador today in 
their second match of Group 
A at the ongoing FIFA U17 
Women’s World Cup finals in 
the Dominican Republic.

“Our tournament strategy is to 
focus on the next match, take it 
one match at a time. We need not 
look farther than the next match, 
and now, we have Ecuador in 
our sights. The Ecuadorians have 
shown, with their defeat of the 
host nation, that they may be 
debutants but not a team to be 
taken for granted.

“The players have recovered 

Olowookere Confident of Flamingos Victory against Ecuador The Elephant Girls; FirstBank female basketball team 

Flamingos Set for Ecuador’s Onslaught today

FirstBank Female Basketball 
Team, the Elephant Girls, have 
promised to come back better 
prepared next time as it got a 
consolation second runner-up 
medal at this year’s Zenith/
Nigeria Basketball Federation 
(NBBF) Women’s Basketball 
League.

Elephant Girls defeated Royal 
Aces of Abuja by 46-Baskets 
to 45-Baskets to emerge as the 
third best team in the final-8 of 
Zenith/NBBF League decided 
at the Indoor Sports Hall of the 
National Stadium in Lagos.

The Girls, who also got a tro-
phy for winning all their matches 
in the Atlantic Conference, fought 
back to win after trailing their 

FirstBank Elephant Girls Rue Missed 
Chances, Promise to Bounce Back  

NBBF Women’s 
Basketball League 

opponent Royal Aces in the 
first three-quarters of the round. 

Demoralised by its earlier loss, 
it took the effort of the team’s 
captain, Theresa Joy Ebiega to 
rally its troupe back to winning 
ways.   

Speaking shortly after the 
encounter, Ebiega said the 
Elephant Girls will go back to 
the drawing board to correct all 
lapses and mistakes made so as 
to come back better. 

“We all as a team need to 
go back to work. We are going 
to do a lot of work, this is not 

what we wanted but it has 
happened,” she said, adding 
that “we have to work harder to 
reclaim our position. Hopefully 
we will be in the finals next 
year and get a continental 
ticket. That has always been 
our desire.”

Also speaking, the manager 
of FirstBank Female Basketball 
Team, Nneka Itabor, said the 
future of the Elephant Girls 
is always bright, adding that 
the way FirstBank put their 
customers first so also is the 
way the bank puts the Elephant 
Girls first and assured that the 
future of the team is always 
bright and will continue to be 
encouraged.

 Leverkusen Coach Doubts Boniface’s 
Readiness for Frankfurt after Libya’s Ordeal

Bayer Leverkusen coach Xabi 
Alonso has revealed Victor 
Boniface’s condition ahead 
of his side’s Bundesliga clash 
with Eintracht Frankfurt tomor-
row at the BayArena after his 
unpleasant experience with the 
Nigeria national team during 
the international break.

The Super Eagles were 
handed inhumane treatment 
by the Libyan authorities 
ahead of their 2025 Africa 
Cup of Nations qualifiers 
matchday four fixture with 
Libya.

Boniface was one of the 
players who spoke about the 
incident, narrating how they 

furter Allgemeine, the Spanish 
tactician said: “We have spoken. 
What happened is not pleasant. 
But he has had enough time 
to train.”

Boniface has begun the 
season strongly with the Black 
and Reds, scoring four goals 
and providing one assist in 
six outings in the Bundesliga.

Alonso will be hoping that 
his star striker can continue 
his impressive start to the 
campaign against Frankfurt, 
who sit ahead of them on the 
table, having accumulated 13 
points, which is two more than 
that of the reigning German 
champions.

    

The Dolphin Swimming 
League continues to grow, with 
over 12 schools confirmed for 
Season 6 of Nigeria’s premier 
schools swimming tournament. 
The event kicks offtoday, at 
Grange School, Ikeja.

Defending champions 
Grange and St Saviour’s 
Schools will be joined by new 
entrants such as Riverbank, 
Temple, Corona, and Whitesands 
Lagoon, all vying for medals 
and honours. Other participating 
schools include, Greensprings, 
Children International School, 
Lagos Preparatory Secondary 
School, Boken Aquatics, and 
Team UNAT.

Organised by Dynaspro 
Sports Promotion in collabora-

Record Entries for Season 6 of Dolphin Swimming League
tion with Advanta Interactive, 
the league receives technical 
support from the Lagos State 
Swimming Association and the 
Nigeria Aquatic Federation. It 
is also endorsed by the Nigeria 
Olympic Committee (NOC) 
and the Nigeria School Sport 
Federation (NSSF).

The tournament has become 
a breeding ground for swim-
mers nationwide, with some 
participants recently compet-
ing in the National Youth 
Games (NYG) in Delta State. 
According to tournament 
coordinator Oluseyi Oyebode, 
the competition attracts schools 
from within and outside Lagos 
State. New schools have joined 
Season 6, with plans to use 

the tournament to select the 
Nigerian contingent for the 
2025 International School 
Sports Federation (ISF) 
Gymnasiade in Belgrade, 
Serbia.

“We are thrilled that the 
tournament continues to draw 
top swimmers from Lagos and 
beyond. This season, we have 
new schools joining us. Our 
goal is to provide a platform 
for students to showcase their 
talents and for national handlers 
to scout them. We are proud 
that some swimmers from the 
Dolphin League represented 
various states at the 2024 NYG 
in Delta, and we hope some 
will join the national team 
soon,” Oyebode said.

were treated harshly by the 
Libyan authorities through his 
social media account before 
they were forced to return 
to Nigeria.

The 23-year-old fired 
blanks in the first leg at the 
Godswill Akpabio Stadium 
last Friday and was deprived 
of the opportunity to open 
his goalscoring account for 
the Super Eagles as the return 
leg could not take place.

Alonso has confirmed that 
the Nigerian striker has been 
involved in training ahead 
of their matchday clash with 
Frankfurt today.

In quotes relayed by Frank-

Nineteen-time Premier 
League champions, Liver-
pool, will welcome Chelsea 
to Anfield tomorrow, in the 
most anticipated fixture of the 
matchday eight. The Reds go 
into the match top of the table 
with 18 points from their first 
seven matches, while Chelsea 
sit fourth in the table.

Arne Slot has enjoyed an 
impressive start to his manage-
rial career at Liverpool, with 
his only blip being a 1-0 home 
defeat to Nottingham Forest 
in September. The Blues have 
also been impressive under 
their new manager, Enzo 
Maresca, amassing 14 points 
from a possible 21.

Chelsea suffered an 
embarrassing 4-1 defeat in 

Rafael Nadal will make one 
of his last appearances before 
retiring from competitive ac-
tion at the Six Kings Slam 
in Riyadh along with Jannik 
Sinner, Novak Djokovic and 
Carlos Alcaraz today.

The 22-time Grand Slam 
champion confirmed last week 
that he would call time on 

his remarkable tennis career 
after playing for Spain in next 
month’s Davis Cup Finals in 
Malaga.

Before that, Nadal has 
been playing at the Six 
Kings Slam and will play 
Djokovic for one last time 
today at 5pm in the third-
place play-off. After that, 

Sinner and Alcaraz will 
continue their new rivalry in 
the final at approximately 7pm.

The Six Kings Slam is an 
exhibition tennis tournament 
held across three days and 
featuring six big-name players.

As it is a non-ATP-sanctioned 
event, players will not earn 
any ranking points.

Nottingham Forest boss, 
Nuno Espirito Santo was on 
media duties yesterday ahead 
of his side’s Premier League 
clash with Crystal Palace at the 
City Ground.

One of the topics the Portuguese 
football tactician touched on was 
the hostage situation involving the 
Super Eagles players in Libya 
before a 2025 Africa Cup of Nations 
qualifier against the Mediterranean 
Knights, which was later cancelled 
by the Confederation of African 
Football.

Nottingham Forest had to 
monitor developments closely from 
England because two of their key 
players in the shape of Ola Aina 
and Taiwo Awoniyi were in the 
Super Eagles traveling squad to 
Benghazi. 

After their plane was diverted 
from Benghazi, the Super Eagles 
players were stranded at Al Abraq 
Airport in Libya for over 16 hours 
before the Nigerian government 
intervened to bring the team and 
officials back to Abuja.

The bizarre episode in Libya led 

to the Super Eagles boycotting the 
matchday four Africa Cup of Na-
tions qualifier that was scheduled 
to take place at the Benina Martyrs 
Stadium, Benghazi on Tuesday 
night. 

Aina and Awoniyi partici-
pated in the first leg tie at the 
Godswill Akpabio International 
Stadium in Uyo exactly a week 
ago, with the defender playing 
the full ninety minutes and the 
striker entering the game as a 
substitute with sixteen minutes 
remaining.

Liverpool Welcomes Chelsea to Anfield, Man City Faces Tricky Test 

Nadal to Play Djokovic One Last Time Before Retirement

…Nottingham Forest Boss, Santo 
Tags S’Eagles’ ‘Hostage’ A Mess

     
Gianni Infantino says 

player welfare “remains a 
priority” for Fifa despite 
the top European leagues 
and players’ union Fifpro 
filing a legal complaint to 
the European Commission.

World football’s governing 
body has been accused of 
abusing a dominant position 
under EU competition law 
by failing to properly consult 

Infantino Insists Players’ Welfare is FIFA’s Priority
over the international fixture 
calendar, which included 
the introduction of a new 
32-team Club World Cup 
next summer.

Unions and clubs said Fifa 
has harmed the economic 
interests of leagues and 
jeopardised player welfare 
through its “unilateral” 
approach.

Fifa chief Infantino posted 

a photo of himself on Insta-
gram, external meeting David 
Aganzo, the president of the 
Spanish union AFE, in Miami.

Underneath it he wrote 
“Fifa continues to work with 
player bodies to ensure player 
welfare remains a priority. 
I look forward to continue 
working with David and 
everyone at AFE to achieve 
this goal”.

Dominican Republic 2024

the corresponding fixture 
last season and also lost 
the Carabao Cup Final to 
Liverpool at Wembley. The 
Blues are also winless in their 
last nine matches against 
Liverpool.

Providing the team update 
at his press conference on 
yesterday, Slot said: “Alisson 
Becker is not with us for the 
upcoming weeks that’s clear. 
But we now have quite some 
issues with players coming 
back from their national teams 
and we can only judge that 
perfectly from today as it’s 
the first day they are all in.

“So let’s see after the 
session where everybody is. 
Alexis Mac Allister missed 
one game and played the 

second. Kostas Tsimikas 
missed the first game with 
England, and Wataru Endo 
was sick. So I can name them 
all. We’ve got a few issues 
going on but let’s wait and 
see where we are after today.”

This will be the first time 
Liverpool face a team in the 
top half of the table this 
season, and it promises to 
be an explosive encounter, 
as both sides are committed 
to attacking football. Tune 
in to catch the match live 
on DStv ch 203 and GOtv 
ch 65, at 4:30 pm tomorrow. 

Arsenal will aim to keep 
tabs with the table toppers, 
when they visit Bournemouth, 
live onDStv ch 203 and GOtv 
ch 65 at 5:30 pm today.

well from their opening match 
victory over New Zealand and 
we are ready for Ecuador. We 
know that three points in that 
game will all but get us into 
the knock-out stage. It is an 
opportunity we will not allow 
to slip out of our hands.”

The win on Wednesday took 
Nigeria to the top of the Group 
A table, where they still perch 
courtesy of goals advantage over 
the Ecuadorians, who earned a 
2-0 win over the Dominican 
Republic.

Shakirat Moshood, Taiwo 
Adegoke, Faridat Abdulwahab 
and captain Taiwo Afolabi 
(Player of the Match) scored 

the goals that condemned the 
girls fromDown Under to a huge 
defeat, and will be expected to 
again fire on all cylinders against 
the South Americans.

Top scorer in the qualifying 
campaign with 13 goals, forward 
Harmony Chidi will definitely 
fight harder to open her goal 
account at the finals. Her efforts 
were blocked time and again by 
the New Zealanders, and the 
clash with Ecuador presents 
another chance to show the 
world what she is capable of.

Today’s match will kick off 
at 4pm Dominican Republic 
time (9pm Nigeria), and will 
take place at the same CFC 
Stadium where the Flamingos 
tore apart the New Zealanders.
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“The World Bank and IMF have been deeply involved in  Nigeria’s economy for decades,  
pushing policies that have done far more harm than good. The SAP introduced in the late 

1980s remains one of the most devastating legacies of this relationship. It crippled our local 
industries, especially the textile sector, and opened the floodgates for Nigeria to become 

heavily dependent on imported goods”  –   ActionAid Nigeria Country Director, Andrew 
Mamedu, says the IMF and World Bank are harbingers of bad economic policies in Nigeria.

ActionAid to IMF, World Bank

O
ur people say that the man holding the 
rope with which a goat is being taken 
to the market often gets blamed if the 
goat fetches a low price at the sales. 
Some would accuse him of walking the 
goat so fast while going to the market 

that it lost much weight. Others would murmur that 
he did not allow the goat to feed or drink any water 
while they were on their way to the market. 

It would not matter to the grumblers at such moments 
that a goat cannot gain enough weight to attract a 
markedly high price in the market just because you 
stopped to feed it while on your way to the market. 
No one will also remember at such moments that a 
sensible person will not stop on the way to the market 
to feed his goat or chicken, because to do so would 
be to miss the opportunity to make a good early 
morning bargain, or even to make any sales at all.

Bringing the foregoing around to what I consider 
the predicament of the Governor of the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) today, it must be said here that the 
man is not solely, or directly, responsible for the fate of 
the Naira today. He is no magician. Even if he is one, 
his magic can only work when fiscal and monetary 
policies find themselves backed up by improved 
national productivity. Thus magic, and the ability to 
perform miracles, won’t pass muster as viable tools 
for anyone who wants to be taken seriously in the 
banking industry. It is a job of records, of economic 
variables, of fluctuating indices and of policy-driven 
twists and turns.

Were we not all thoroughly alarmed when the Naira 
rose precipitously about a year ago? Were we not also 
excited when, inexplicably, it began to bounce back; 
and came as far as about 900 Naira to the US dollar? 
Many people cheered gleefully, even if somewhat 
apprehensively. And then, the national currency sneaked 
off when no one was looking (or were some people 
expecting it?) and headed downhill again. 

Let us go back to a conversation that occurred 
on this page on February 10, this year, wherein it 
was said that the forces arrayed against Cardoso, his 
team and also the Naira include the following: “(1) 
A volatile economic and political environment, (2) 
Elite consumption patterns, (3) Overall low national 
productivity, (4) Limited public understanding of 
fiscal and monetary policy issues, (5) Incredibly high 
demand for the dollar and, very importantly, (6) The 
new-found use of the dollar as a major Store of Value, 
the way people used to buy houses under property 
speculation.”

In the above-mentioned piece, we went even further 
back to an earlier intervention of 15 November, 2021, 
titled “What the CBN Cannot Do”. The point made 
then, which is still so painfully relevant today, and 
which is partly responsible for the crises of the moment 
is this: “The CBN cannot do much about the value 
of the Naira, for as long as we produce very little to 
attract corresponding inflows, consume much that is not 
produced here and retain a monocultural economy”. 

The point remains that only the diversification 
of the economy, redemption of our national road 
infrastructure, reversal of the current state of insecurity 
in the land, rescuing the power sector, making realistic 
and sustainable investments in education and health, 
among other critical interventions, can save the national 
currency, the national economy and the people. The 
decisions and interventions that would deliver all 
that cannot be tea party matters.

Without denying the impact of the floating of the 
Naira on our fortunes today, we must also frankly 
admit that the general insecurity and banditry of the 

impressive, it is not because someone’s “village people” 
have cast a spell on us all. If many big and small 
businesses have lost value and shut down, it is because 
of high replacement cost for goods sold out and their 
inability to obtain long-term facilities that would make 
sense in a Third World economy. If Cardoso cannot 
wave a magic wand to change the value of the Naira, 
it is not because he and his family are not buying from 
the same market as everyone else.

A weakened Naira means that the “replacement 
cost” for what you sold before the naira lost value will 
now cost you more if you wish to replace it. It also 
means that the same amount of money cannot buy 
you exactly the same quantity of goods you sold earlier 
and which you now wish to replace. So, your business 
shrinks and shrinks further. Whichever way you look 
at it, or whatever you decide to do, you really cannot 
get enough money to “replace” the same number of 
things you have sold. The result is reduced capacity 
utilization, job losses and much more; because your 
original business capital can only get you a fraction 
of what you have sold. You will then have plenty 
of redundant shop space, reduced workforce. It is as 
simple as that. 

It was said here, back then: “A nation with a 
predominantly consumption-drive economy cannot 
suddenly catapult itself into the Neverland of foreign 
exchange El Dorado. You make money from what 
you produce and sell, or from what you can do and 
be paid for. You also buy with what you have earned 
from either goods or services. You get paid nothing 
when you produce nothing. You spend more than 
you earn when you produce and sell far less than 
you buy. The person who produces nothing and earns 
nothing, but buys a lot, must be getting the money for 
his purchases from somewhere…. And to borrow is 
to get credit for present needs, with payment deferred 
to a future date, right? 

It is largely because we are consuming more than 
we are producing, and also buying more than we 
are selling, that the speculation for “phony money” 
and profits without productivity have overrun the 
land. Thus arises the predicament of nations and 
individuals with “unbalanced” market profile and 
appetites. Thus, also stands the crisis of the Nigerian 
state and economy today, in bold relief. It need not 
continue to be so. Increased productivity, ingenious 
monetary, fiscal and other regulatory mechanisms, in 
addition to significant increase in national productivity, 
will see us out of the woods; but not like first thing 
tomorrow morning.

Truth be told, our monocultural economy, or 
overdependence on one major source of foreign 
exchange revenue, is a drawback that can only be 
remedied by real diversification of the economy. We 
need to produce more, have more local abundance and 
export more, for increased social security and foreign 
earnings.  We should worry about the impact of our 
energy problems on overall national productivity. We 
cannot expect sudden economic good fortune when 
the foreign exchange outflows for all sorts of things, 
including furniture and kitchen napkins, is continuously 
rising at the same time that foreign exchange inflows 
are shrinking steadily. 

That is why it would take much more than Cardoso, 
or the CBN, to make the national currency look good.  
We are in turbulent waters, and the naira is in it with 
us. Our people say that the swimmer who finds 
himself in the midst of very turbulent currents, and 
who resolves to swim all day in order to prove his 
mettle should remember that he is not a fish. Even 
the fish usually finds its comfort zone in quieter sides 
of any fast flowing river.

Still on What Cardoso Cannot Do
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last 15 years substantially undermined the nation’s 
massive investments in agriculture. With banditry 
laying waste massive farmlands, reducing farmers’ 
access to their farmlands and effectively reducing the 
overall availability of farm produce, only food scarcity 
would follow. 

Added to the foregoing is the fact that large farming 
communities are displaced in many places. Thus, much 
of financial outflows into the agricultural sector in the 
last couple of years do not yield the expected returns. 
That is why it will take a while for the originally 
projected gains in terms of food availability, food security 
and forex earnings from food exports to materialize.

That is also why the conversation about diversification 
of the national economy, especially with agriculture in 
focus, must also simultaneously address insecurity and 
national social infrastructure. We must also note that 
investment in agriculture is not quite the same thing as 
the purchase of tractors and other agricultural equipment, 
no! Many states of the federation cheerfully mistake 
investments in health and education infrastructure 
for actual investments in “education” and “health 

The forces arrayed against Cardoso, his team and 
also the Naira include the following: “(1) A volatile 
and economic political environment, (2) Elite 
consumption patterns, (3) Overall low national 
productivity, (4) Limited public understanding of 
fiscal and monetary policy issues, (5) Incredibly 
high demand for the dollar and, very importantly, 
(6) The new-found use of the dollar as a major 
Store of Value, the way people used to buy houses 
under property speculation.”

services”. They do not consider that new buildings 
designated as health centres, new school buildings, new 
classroom blocks and massive stockpiling of teaching 
equipment are only the evidence of procurement 
contracts. Nothing more.

Such infrastructure, important as they are, cannot, 
on their own, give you health or educational services. 
You need doctors, teachers, etc., to make that happen. 
In other words, it takes capacitated human capital for 
development to take place. An investor who spends 
money setting up new baking ovens and launching 
them is not a baker. Bakeries need bakers who know 
about baking to produce and deliver edible bread.

When state governments and corporate Nigeria simply 
import furnishing materials for their new public and 
private facilities, they have no idea how much damage 
they are doing to the state resources, the national currency 
and the economy. And when misapplied funds are 
retired under the heading “investment in health” or 
“education and human capital development,” the people 
and Nigeria are swindled. But we are digressing again.

If today the value of the naira is not looking very 

Cardoso
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